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1. Introduction 
The Environmental Management Division of Saunders Havill (SH) was engaged by Deebing Heights Land 

Partners Pty Ltd to prepare this Annual Compliance Report (ACR) for the residential development on Grampian 

Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland. This report provides an assessment of project compliance with the 

approval granted under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(EPBC Act) (ref EPBC 2015/7628) and is specifically required by Condition 7 of the approval granted on 16 

October 2018 (refer Appendix A). 

 

The residential development area covers approximately 116 hectares and is located approximately 5 kilometres 

(km) south of Ipswich City. The project area is described as Lot 218 on SP283121, located at 152-280 Grampian 

Drive, Deebing Heights. The project area is located within the Ripley Valley Priority Development Area (PDA) and 

is classified as urban living under the Ripley Valley Urban Development Area Development Scheme. The 

surrounding landscape contains a mixture of cleared agricultural land and vacant bushland, however, adjoining 

allotments, including those to the north, east and south, are included within the Ripley Valley PDA and are either 

earmarked for or under development, as are allotments along the western boundary outside of the PDA. The 

northern boundary of the site adjoins the Centenary Highway and aligned future Springfield-Ipswich rail corridor, 

the western boundary runs parallel to Grampian Drive and the site is further fragmented by significant easements. 

Refer to Figure 1 for the impact area site context and Figure 2 for a contemporary site aerial. 

 

Under Condition 2 of the approval, a direct impact via clearing to no more than 66 hectares of Matters of National 

Environmental Significance (MNES) habitat being for Phascolarctos cinereus (koala) is permitted, in addition to 

the functional loss of 16 ha of habitat within the project site. A land-based offset was secured to compensate for 

significant residual impacts on MNES habitat and is located approximately 12 km south of the impact area within 

a larger conservation property located in the Scenic Rim Regional Council (SRRC) Local Government Area (LGA) 

in Peak Crossing, South East Queensland (SEQ). 

1.1. Approval details 

Frasers Deebing Heights Pty Ltd, as the original Proponent of the Project (ref EPBC 2015/7628) was issued with 

an approval under the EPBC Act by the former Department of Environment and Energy, now Department of 

Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW or ‘the Department’) on 16 October 2018, 

subject to conditions. On 14 February 2022, the approval was transferred to Deebing Heights Land Partners Pty 

Ltd. Refer to Appendix A for a copy of the EPBC Act approval and transfer of approval documentation. Key 

details relating to EPBC 2015/7628 are provided in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Approval Details 

Commonwealth reference EPBC 2015/7628 

Approval holder Deebing Heights Land Partners Pty Ltd  

ACN 656 115 641 

Approval date 16 October 2018 

Expiry date of approval 1 September 2038 

Transfer of approval date 14 February 2022 

Approved action 

To construct and operate a mixed use development (including residential, 

commercial, business and open space) adjoining the Centenary Highway and 

Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland. 

Controlling provision Approved – listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 & 18A) 

Project commencement 16 May 2023  

Reporting period Year 2 – 16 May 2024 to 15 May 2025 

Address 152-280 Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland 

Local government area Ipswich City Council (ICC)  

1.2. Reporting Period 

This ACR details the status and compliance of the Project for the 12 month reporting period between the 16 May 

2024 to 15 May 2025. 

 

In accordance with Condition 7 of the EPBC Act approval conditions, the ACR must be published on the approval 

holder’s website and notification provided to the Department within sixty (60) business days of the 12 month 

anniversary of the commencement of the action. The required date of publication is 7 August. 

1.3. Overview of Key Activities 

The following key activities occurred between 16 May 2024 to 15 May 2025 (Year 2 of impact): 

 As part of construction Stages 1 and 2, 80 lots have been delivered, 

 Commencement of construction Stages 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, 

 Progression of clearing works across the site in accordance with pre-clearance management protocols 

and procedures. This included fauna spotter catcher pre-clearance surveys and reporting, inspection 

and certification of tree protection fencing and environmental pre-start meeting with the approval holder 

and project contractors, 

 Progression of management and monitoring activities within the offset area including weed and 

vegetation assessments, weed management, monitoring of non-native pest species and koalas and 

firebreak inspections. 
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1.4. Declaration of accuracy 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false 

or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or 

both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and correct 

in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge 

of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration. 

 

Signed  

 

 

Full name Murray Saunders 

Position Director 

Organisation Saunders Havill 

ABN 24 144 972 949 

Date 7 August 2025 
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1.5. Key Consultants and Roles 

Table 2 below is a list of the key appointed contractors and their roles in the Project. 

 

Table 2:  Key Consultants and Roles 

Role Company / Appointed Contractor 

Approval Holder / Proponent Deebing Heights Land Partners Pty Ltd 

Project Engineer SMEC 

Principal Contractor CCA Winslow Group  

Environmental Coordinator Saunders Havill 

Fauna Spotter Catcher / Ecologist Queensland Fauna Consultancy 

Offset Provider Queensland Trust for Nature 
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2. Habitat impact management 
2.1. Commencement of the action 

The action commenced on 16 May 2023 with the initiation of vegetation clearing within the impact area. The 

Department was notified via e-mail on 18 May 2023. 

2.2. Vegetation clearing protocol 

A pre-clearing protocol is implemented to ensure the Project is compliant with the conditions of the EPBC Act 

approval. The process to ensure that clearing is completed safely and in accordance with the EPBC Act approval 

conditions is a multi-step protocol which requires coordination with the relevant parties. 

 

Approvals relating to impacts on ecological matters were collated from Commonwealth, State and Local 

governments for the project and included several overarching environmental management plans. To streamline 

pre-start documentation and environmental management authorisations, an Environmental Pre-Start Checklist 

(EPSCL) was developed for the Project. This checklist was integral to ensuring clearing proceeded within the 

demarcated limits, suitable fencing was installed across the work area and the necessary checks for threatened 

fauna were completed prior to the clearing of any vegetation.  

 

Key activities completed to ensure compliance with the relevant conditions of the EPBC Act approval include: 

 Installation and maintenance of tree protection and fauna fencing types in accordance with the 

Vegetation Clearing and Fauna Management Plan (VCFMP) including a mix of orange bunting and barrier 

mesh fencing (refer Photo set 1). 

 Pre-clearance survey of clearing areas by the engaged fauna spotter catcher and preparation of pre-

clearance reports including Wildlife Protection Management Plan (WPMP) and Wildlife Habitat and 

Impact Mitigation Plan (WHIMP). 

 Presence of project fauna spotter catcher during all clearing activities and completion of post-works 

reporting.  

The diagram in Error! Reference source not found. illustrates the key steps in this process. After completing 

the checklist and all required parties sign-off, vegetation clearance activities proceeded under the supervision 

of the fauna spotter catcher. The completed EPSCL for clearing works undertaken in May 2023 was provided as 

part of the first Annual Compliance Report. 
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Figure 3: Key steps prior to commencing impact work 

2.3. Review of impacts 

Vegetation clearing commenced during the Year 1 reporting period (16 May 2023) and progressed during Year 

2. The clearing activities conducted during Year 2 were located across two small polygons of vegetation (0.3 ha) 

in the north-western area of the project site. The following impacts have been completed since the 

commencement of the action, 

 During Year 2 approximately 0.3 ha of vegetation was cleared within the project site – a small portion of 

this clearing was conducted within the identified Koala Critical habitat to be retained, and the remaining 

was within the identified Koala Critical habitat to remove. Refer to Plan 1 for a review of impacts to 

MNES habitat. 

 A total of 17.6 ha of MNES habitat for the koala was impacted out of a maximum limit of 66 ha since the 

commencement of the action. Refer to Plan 1 for a review of impacts to MNES habitat. 

The clearing undertaken across the project site remains below the maximum clearing limits defined for MNES 

habitat and measures have been implemented to ensure this is not exceeded i.e., fencing demarcating the 

clearing extent.  

 

 
Photo set 1: Temporary fauna friendly tree protection fencing. 
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Construction activities continued during the Year 2 reporting period including the delivery of approximately 80 

lots within Stages 1 and 2 as well as the commencement of construction Stages 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 (refer Photo 

set 2). 

 

2.4. Fauna spotter catcher reporting 

2.4.1 Pre-clearance 

Prior to the commencement of vegetation clearing conducted during Year 2, Queensland Fauna Consultancy 

(QFC) undertook on-site fauna surveys, and prepared a Wildlife Protection and Management Plan (WPMP) and 

Wildlife and Habitat Impact Mitigation Plan (WHIMP). These reports which were issued in preparation for the 

clearing activities during Year 1 are provided at Attachment B. The WPMP contains details of the pre-clearing 

fauna survey methods and the results of these surveys. The WPMP also includes information on the observed 

fauna, fauna signs, habitat features found on-site and proposed fauna relocation. The WHIMP includes 

requirements for fauna fencing, wildlife capture and relocation, aquatic dewatering activities, wildlife contingency 

planning, and clearing and felling methodologies. Pre-clearance surveys were undertaken prior to the clearing 

conducted in January and February 2025 within the Year 2 reporting period (refer Appendix B). 

 

In addition to the measures outlined by QFC in the WHIMP, the vegetation clearing is also required to comply 

with Part 3 of the Queensland Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2017, which specifies sequential 

clearing procedures, sets a daily vegetation clearing limit of 3 ha of vegetation per day, and details the 

procedures that need to be followed if a koala is present within the clearing area. The 3 ha daily vegetation 

clearing limit is monitored on site by ground personnel. Due to the specific requirements relating to the koala, 

the following techniques were employed by an experienced fauna spotter at the clearance site to ascertain 

presence/absence status:  

 Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees;  

 ‘Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius equal to that 

of the crown of individual trees;  

 Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by koalas. 

 Repeat observations made of single trees from numerous angles at repeated times throughout the 

clearing activities by the assigned fauna spotter. 

 
Photo set 2: Clearing progression and construction commencement across the project site. 
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Once clearing commences a fauna spotter will accompany each machine providing continuous verification of 

habitat values and potential identification of undetected koalas ahead of operating plant. This will also account 

for potentially transient koalas that may enter the site after preliminary investigations are complete. Clearing is 

also undertaken in a directional manner as specified by the fauna spotter/catcher.  

2.4.2 Post-works 

Post-clearing services reports were prepared by the engaged fauna spotter catcher detailing observed fauna 

and any implemented mitigation measures or procedures. Refer to Appendix C for the fauna spotter catcher 

post-clearing services reports for the clearing activities conducted in January and February 2025, issued in April 

2025. 

 

During clearing works, observed fauna were mostly limited to common fauna species. No koalas were observed 

by the fauna spotter catcher during clearing works. No harm occurred to a koala as a result of clearing. 
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3. Offset area management 
A land-based offset was delivered to compensate for significant residual impacts on MNES being the koala, 

under Condition 2 of the approval and is located within a larger conservation property located on Mount Flinders 

Road, Peak Crossing QLD. The offset area pertaining to EPBC 2015/7628 is managed as part of a broader 

conservation property referred to as ‘Koala Crossing’ and is 654 ha in size, comprising eight lots; 86, 87, 88, 89 

on RP892014, Lot 119 on CH311527, Lot 107 on CH311135, Lot 137 on CH311786 and Lot 138 on CC127 (refer 

Figure 4). The offset area is located within the Scenic Rim Regional Council LGA and is part of the Flinders 

Karawatha Corridor: the largest remaining contiguous stretch of open eucalypt forest in SEQ (refer Appendix A). 

 

To deliver the land-based offset, the Proponent partnered with Queensland Trust for Nature (QTFN) as the third-

party environmental offset provider to implement the approved Offset Area Management Plan EPBC 2015/7628, 

dated 23 July 2018 (OAMP). 

 

 

Figure 4: Offset area and management units (extracted from OAMP) 
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3.1. Offset area legally secured 

Under Condition 2a of the approval, the offset area was required to be legally secured prior to commencement 

of the action. The offset area was legally secured on 22 August 2019 via the Voluntary Declaration process 

administered under the Queensland Vegetation Management Act 1999 (VMA). The Chief Executive of the 

Department of Resources (DOR) declared the offset area in a Declared Area Map (DAM 2018/006548) as an area 

of high nature conservation value in accordance with section 19F(1) of the VMA. The offset area is shown as 

Category A on the certified Property Map of Assessable Vegetation (PMAV 2018/003362).  

3.2. Offset area activities 

A range of management measures were implemented by the offset provider on-ground in accordance with the 

prescribed measures and objectives detailed in the Offset Area Management Plan (OAMP). These are completed 

with the purpose of reducing threats to MNES such as koala, as well as improving and creating koala habitat. A 

summary of management measures implemented across the offset area have been included in the following 

subsections which include compliance with the OAMP conditions which are presented in the Offset Area 

Management Report (OAMR) prepared by QTFN (refer Appendix D). Baseline surveys were conducted across 

the offset area during 2019. 

 

This reporting period includes Year 6 of the offset, starting from the legal securement of the offset area.  

3.2.1 Koala occurrence 

The OAMP states the following key actions and monitoring requirements to be undertaken, 

 Record opportunistic koala sightings and scat findings. 

Offset management activities conducted during Year 6 of the offset are detailed in the OAMR. A summary of 

these activities are listed below, 

 Camera trapping surveys were conducted over two (2) monitoring periods including Winter 2024 (15 

July – 11 September 2024) and Summer 2024/2025 (3 December 2024 – 12 January 2025) where two 

(2) camera traps were deployed within the offset area. One (1) koala was recorded via this method within 

the broader Koala Crossing property. While there were no sightings of koalas recorded within the offset 

area, the vegetation within this area provides foraging and dispersal habitat with the larger property (refer 

Figure 5). 

 Opportunistic scat collection and visual observation data was collected where positive identification 

was recorded. No opportunistic koala scat nor direct observations were recorded within the offset area. 

 Sport Assessment Technique (SAT) surveys were conducted in April and May 2024 with eleven (11) 

sites investigated within the offset area. The occupancy rate within the offset area was approximately 

27%, with koala scat identified at three (3) SAT sites, K07, K15 and K21 (refer Figure 5). 

 Remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) surveys were undertaken in May 2024 at night where thermal imaging 

was utilised to detect fauna heat signatures. Five (5) survey plots of approximately 25 ha in size were 

established following diurnal site inspections and preparation of the flight plans. Four (4) sites were 

surveyed, with the fifth RPA survey plot acting as a back-up. No koalas were detected within the offset 

area utilising the RPA surveys. 

 Acoustic monitoring was conducted via acoustic sensors installed at each camera trapping station 

within the Summer 2024 monitoring period. No koalas were detected within the offset area utilising the 

acoustic monitoring surveys. 
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Figure 5: Extract from QTFN OAMR – Map 2 

3.2.2 Vegetation composition, habitat connectivity and dispersal barriers 

The OAMP states the following key actions and monitoring requirements to be undertaken, 

 Undertake annual weed surveys, 

 Undertake annual photo monitoring, 

 The retention of remnant vegetation mature growth except where necessary to remove weeds, fencing 

or firebreaks, 

 Monitor for any (illegal) clearing in the area (highly unlikely) or any natural events that might impact on 

habitat connectivity. 

Offset management activities conducted during Year 6 are detailed in the OAMR. A summary of these activities 

are listed below, 

 Weed assessments were conducted in early May 2024 which included monitoring at seven (7) 

permanently marked transects. Each weed transect was surveyed for non-native plant cover in a 100 m 

transect, with 21 points within each transect at 5 m intervals. Photo points were recorded at each 

transect so that the progress of the site could be monitored. At weed transect location WT11, Lantana 

camara (Lantana) had decreased when compared to baseline surveys, while levels at WT6, WT38 and 

WT39 remained stable and increased at WT4, WT41 and WT42 (refer Figure 6). The mean transect 

coverage increased from 60% in 2023 to 66% in 2024. Drought weather conditions when baseline 

surveys were conducted and La Niña conditions between 2020 and 2024 have likely influenced the 

L. camara growth rates. Weed management will continue through 2025. 
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 BioCondition assessments were conducted in April and May 2024, with four (4) transects located within 

the offset area. During Year 6, BioCondition scores for BC4 increased, decreased for BC2 (due to 

decreased plot size) and the first assessment for BC15 and BC16 was conducted (refer Figure 7). 

 Koala food tree assessments were undertaken at each SAT location to assess the age structure of 

each species of koala habitat tree. Regrowth (10-40 cm DBH) koala food trees were identified at all SAT 

sites within the offset area demonstrating recruitment of koala food trees. 

 

Figure 6: Extract from QTFN OAMR – Map 3 
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Figure 7: Extract from QTFN OAMR – Map 4 

3.2.3 Fire 

The OAMP states the following key actions and monitoring requirements to be undertaken, 

 Install firebreaks and fire trails. Inspect firebreaks and access tracks, undertake any maintenance 

required to achieve compliance with Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan, 

 Prescribed burning will be undertaken in consultation with, and under the guidance of the Queensland 

Rural Fire Brigade. 

Offset management activities conducted during Year 6 are detailed in the OAMR. A summary of these activities 

are listed below, 

 Firebreak inspections have been undertaken monthly. 

 One (1) low to moderate intensity burn was conducted in June 2024 outside of the offset area, within the 

Koala Crossing property. 

3.2.4 Predators 

The OAMP states the following key actions and monitoring requirements to be undertaken, 

 Monitoring of the presence of feral pest animals through the use of remote motion-activated cameras, 

 Survey the site every six months to record presence/absence of signs of feral animals (sightings, killings 

and/or scats and tracks), 

 Establish and maintain a koala-predator interaction register. 
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 Record any koala injury/mortality on roads within offset area of Flinders Road. 

Offset management activities conducted during Year 6 are detailed in the OAMR. A summary of these activities 

are listed below, 

 Camera trapping was conducted over two periods including Winter 2024 (15 July – 11 September 2024) 

and Summer 2024 (3 December 2024 – 12 January 2025). RAI and occupancy were determined utilising 

camera trapping data collected across the entirety of the Koala Crossing property. Relative abundance 

increased in 2024 for wild dogs and decreased for foxes. Feral cats were detected in Winter 2024 (refer 

Figure 8). 

 Predator scats were not detected within the offset area as part of the opportunistic scat analysis. 

 A pest management contractor has been engaged by the offset provider. During the reporting period a 

number of foxes were eliminated from the property. 

 There have been no deaths of koala recorded as a result of predators or vehicle strike. 

 

 

Figure 8: Extract from QTFN Annual Offset Management Report Year 6 – Figure 3 
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3.2.5 Disease and pathogens 

The OAMP states the following key actions and monitoring requirements to be undertaken, 

 To reduce the risk of introducing Chlamydia and Koala retrovirus into the resident population, 

uncontrolled translocation of koala is not permitted within the offset area, 

 Enforce biosecurity procedures for all persona and vehicles that may carry vegetation pathogens known 

to affect koala food and shelter trees, 

 Incidence of koalas exhibiting disease to be recorded during any monitoring events within the offset 

area, 

 Monitor neighbouring habitat to identify disease once per annum. 

Offset management activities conducted during Year 6 are detailed in the OAMR. A summary of these activities 

are listed below, 

 In 2019, Chlamydia was confirmed in at least 16% of the Koala Crossing population and more than 50% 

of the surrounding population. No evidence of Phytophthora dieback or myrtle rust was evident within 

the offset area or throughout Koala Crossing. No translocations have occurred. 
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4. EPBC Act approval conditions compliance table 
The EPBC Act approval conditions for the Project are provided in the table below with a description of relevant supporting evidence to support a designation of 

‘Compliant’, ‘Non-compliant’ or ‘Not applicable’ against each condition. A copy of the EPBC Act approval and conditions is provided at Appendix A. 

 

Table 3:  EPBC Act approval conditions compliance table 

Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

1 The approval holder must not clear more than 66 hectares of 

Koala habitat within the project site. 

Compliant During Year 2 of the action (16 May 2024 – 15 May 2025) a total of 0.3 ha of 

MNES habitat for the koala was clearing within the project site.  

 

A total of 17.6 ha of MNES habitat for the koala has been cleared within the 

Project area since the commencement of the action. 

 

2 To compensate for the clearing of 66 hectares and the 

functional loss of 16 hectares of Koala habitat within the 

project site, the approval holder must:  

a. Legally secure the offset site prior to 

commencement of the action; 

b. Within 20 business days of legally securing the 

offset site, provide the Department with evidence of 

the date it was legally secured and a shapefile of the 

offset site;  

c. Within one year of legally securing the offset site, 

complete and provide the Department with the 

results of a:  

i. baseline Koala density survey;  

2a – Compliant 

 

 

 

 

 

2b – Non-compliant – 

rectified 

 

 

 

 

 

a) An Offset Area comprising two Offset Management Units (OMU) 

totaling to 173.53 ha in size, was legally secured on 22 August 2019 

via Voluntary Declaration administered under the Queensland 

Vegetation Management Act 1999, prior to clearing commencing 

within the development area. 

b) The Voluntary Declaration package (EPBC 2015/7628) was 

provided to the Department on 26 of September 2019 shortly after 

20 business days of legally securing the offset area. The following 

events occurred in response to the late notification of the legal 

security of the offset area: 

 A warning letter for a minor non-compliance due to 

contravention of condition 2(b) of the approval (EPBC 
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Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

ii. baseline Koala food trees survey; and  

iii. baseline survey of non-native Koala predators; 

d. Within nine years of the date the baseline Koala 

density survey is completed, demonstrate that a 

statistically significant increase in Koala density over 

the entire offset site, compared to the baseline 

determined by the baseline Koala density survey, 

has been achieved and maintained for at least two 

consecutive years;  

e. Within seven years of the date the baseline Koala 

food trees survey is completed, demonstrate 

achievement of ongoing recruitment of Koala food 

trees over the entire offset site, compared to the 

baseline determined by the baseline Koala food 

trees survey; and 

f. Demonstrate a reduction, maintained for 10 

consecutive years from the date the baseline survey 

of non-native Koala predators is completed, in the 

number of non-native Koala predators over the 

entire offset site, compared to the baseline 

determined by the baseline survey of non-native 

Koala predators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2c – Compliant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2d – Not Applicable 

 

2015/7628) from the Department was received by the 

approval holder, dated 16 July 2020.  

 On 23 July 2020, the approval holder sent 

correspondence to the Department in response to the 

formal warning, explaining that the action had not 

commenced and that no adverse impacts to protected 

matters had occurred, and therefore requesting that the 

Department consider removing the formal warning. 

 On 27 July 2020, the Department responded by issuing 

another correspondence to the approval holder stating 

that a contravention of condition 2b had still occurred, 

however, the Department agreed that the formal warning 

was not warranted and was therefore rescinded by the 

Department. The Department considered the matter 

closed with no further action required. 

c) The baseline koala density survey, baseline koala food trees survey 

and baseline survey of non-native Koala predators were completed 

within one year of the offset area being legally secured. The survey 

results were provided to the Department within the one year 

required timeframe. The offset area was legally secured on 22 

August 2019. SH sent email correspondence to the Department 

containing the baseline survey report on 21 August 2020 to meet 

Condition 2c. 

d) This ACR reporting period is Year 6 of the offset site, therefore the 

Year 9 milestone has not occurred. 
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Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

2e – Not applicable 

 

2f – Compliant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e) This ACR reporting period is Year 6 of the offset site, therefore the 

Year 7 milestone has not occurred. 

f) Predator abundance within the offset area and broader 

conservation property is being continually monitored as part of 

annual surveys. Predator abundance is quantified using the relative 

abundance index. Further details are provided in the Offset Area 

Management Report provided at Appendix D. Over the years since 

the baseline surveys were conducted non-native predator 

abundance (RAI) trended downwards. During the 2024/2025 

reporting period a slight increase in the wild dog population was 

identified as well as the first observation of a feral cat. The cause 

of this increase is unknown and may be attributed to many factors 

in the landscape including weather, food availability and 

surrounding predator management actions. The fox population 

continues to decrease. Notably, there has been no evidence of 

koala-predator interaction recorded during the reporting period. 

 The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of 

the date of commencement of the action within 10 business 

days after the date of commencement of the action.  

Compliant The action commenced on 16 May 2023 with the commencement of 

vegetation clearing within the impact area. The Department was notified 

within 10 business days on 18 May 2023 via a letter provided by e-mail 

correspondence.  

4 If commencement of the action does not occur within 5 years 

from the date of this approval, then the approval holder must 

not undertake commencement of the action without the prior 

written agreement of the Minister.  

Not Applicable The date of approval was the 16 October 2018. The action commenced on 

18 May 2023. Therefore, the action commenced within 5 years of the 

approval date. 
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Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

5 The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete 

compliance records.  

Compliant The approval holder and SH coordinate and maintain the record keeping of 

activities undertaken under the approval. 

6 If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval 

holder must provide electronic copies of compliance records 

to the Department within the timeframe specified in the 

request.  

Not Applicable This condition is noted. No requests from the Department for compliance 

records have been requested.  

7 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for 

each 12 month period following the date of commencement 

of the action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the 

Minister. The approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website 

within 60 business days following the relevant 12 

month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance 

report has been published on the website within five 

business days of the date of publication;  

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the 

website until this approval expires;  

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from 

compliance reports published on the website; and  

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been 

excluded from the version published, submit the full 

compliance report to the Department within 5 

business days of publication. 

Compliant 
a) The first Annual Compliance Report was published on 7 August 

2024. 

The second Annual Compliance Report is due to be published on 

the approval holder’s website by 7 August 2025.  

b) The department was notified on the 7 August 2024 that the Annual 

Compliance Report was published. 

The department will be notified within via email within 5 business 

days of the second Annual Compliance Report being published on 

the website. 

c) Compliance records are publicly available on the website at: 

https://southplace.com.au/news-article/?article=south-place-

epbc-annual-compliance-report 

d) No sensitive ecological data is contained in a published ACR. 

e) No sensitive ecological data is contained in a published ACR. 
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Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the 

Department's website. 

8 The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of 

any incident or non-compliance with the conditions. The 

notification must be given as soon as practicable, and no later 

than two business days after becoming aware of the incident 

or non-compliance. The notification must specify:  

a. the condition which is or may be in breach; and  

b. a short description of the incident and or non-

compliance. 

Not Applicable This condition is noted. No incidence of non-compliance actions have 

occurred. 

9 The approval holder must provide to the Department the 

details of any incident or non-compliance with the conditions 

as soon as practicable and no later than 10 business days 

after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance, 

specifying:  

a. any corrective action or investigation which the 

approval holder has already taken or intends to take 

in the immediate future;  

b. the potential impacts of the incident and or non-

compliance; and  

c. the method and timing of any remedial action that 

will be undertaken by the approval holder. 

Not Applicable This condition is noted. No incidence of non-compliance actions have 

occurred. 
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Condition 

number / 

reference 

Condition Is the project 

compliant with this 

condition? 

Evidence / comments 

10 The approval holder must ensure that independent audits of 

compliance with the conditions are conducted as requested 

in writing by the Minister. 

Not Applicable This condition is noted. There has been no request from the Minister for a 

third-party audit. 

11.  For each independent audit, the approval holder must:  

a. provide the name and qualifications of the 

independent auditor and the draft audit criteria to 

the Department;  

b. only commence the independent audit once the 

audit criteria have been approved in writing by the 

Department; and  

c. submit an audit report to the Department within the 

timeframe specified in the approved audit criteria. 

Not Applicable This condition is noted. There has been no request from the Minister for a 

third-party audit. 

12. The approval holder must publish the audit report on the 

website within 10 business days of receiving the 

Department's approval of the audit report and keep the audit 

report published on the website until the end date of this 

approval.  

Not Applicable This condition is noted. There has been no request from the Minister for a 

third-party audit. 

13. Within 20 business days after the completion of the action, 

the approval holder must notify the Department in writing and 

provide completion data.  

Not Applicable The condition is noted. The completion of the action has not occurred.  
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5. Appendices 
Appendix A 

EPBC Act approval 

Appendix B 

Wildlife Protection Management Plan (WPMP), Wildlife Habitat and Impact Mitigation Plan (WHIMP) and 

Year 2 Pre-clearance surveys 

Appendix C 

Fauna Management and Spotter/Catcher Services Reports – Year 2 

Appendix D 

Offset Area Management Annual Report (2025) prepared by Queensland Trust for Nature 
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EPBC Act approval 

  



Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

CONSENT TO TRANSFER APPROVAL 

Residential Development, Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland 
(EPBC 2015/7628) 

This decision is made under Section 145B of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Transfer decision 

Approval To construct and operate a mixed use development 
(including residential, commercial, business and open 

{the approved decision) space) adjoining the Centenary Highway and Grampian 
Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland [See EPBC Act 
referral 2015/7628]. 

Transferor Name: Frasers Deebing Heights Pty Limited 

{the person from whom the ACN: 107 356 418 
approval is transferred) 

Transferee Name: Deebing Heights Land Partners Pty Ltd 

{the person to whom the ACN: 656 115 641 
approval is transferred) 

Person authorised to make decision 

Name and position Peter Blackwell 
Assistant Director, Post Approvals Section 
Environment Assessments (Vic, Tas) and Post Approvals 
Branch 
Environment Approvals Division 

Signature 

Date of decision 
14 February 2022 



Australian Government 

Department of the Environment and Energy 

APPROVAL 

Residential Development, Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland (EPBC 2015/7628) 

This decision is made under sections 130(1) and 133(1) of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act). Note that section 134{1A) of the EPBC Act applies to this 

approval, which provides in general terms that if the approval holder authorises another person to 

undertake any part of the action, the approval holder must take all reasonable steps to ensure that the 

other person is informed of any conditions attached to this approval, and that the other person 

complies with any such condition. 

Details 

Person to whom the 

approval is granted 

(approval holder) 

ACN of approval holder 

Action 

Approval decision 

Frasers Deebing Heights Pty Limited 

107 356 418 

To construct and operate a mixed use development (including 
residential, commercial, business and open space) adjoining the 
Centenary Highway and Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland 
[See EPBC Act referral 2015/7628]. 

My decision on whether or not to approve the taking of the action for the purposes of the controlling 
provision for the action is as follows. 

Controlling Provisions 

Listed Threatened Species and Communities 

Section 18 

Section 18A 

Period for which the approval has effect 

This approval has effect until 1 September 2038. 

Decision-maker 

Name and position James Barker 

Approve 

Approve 

Assistant Secretary of Assessments and Governance Branch 
Department of the Environment and Energy 

Signature 

/ 

Date of decision 1 (:; I 1012018 

Conditions of approval 

This approval is subject to the conditions under the EPBC Act as set out in ANNEXURE A. 

1 



.. Australian Government 

Department of the Environment and Energy 

ANNEXURE A- CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Part A- Conditions specific to the action 

1. The approval holder must not clear more than 66 hectares of Koala habitat within the project site. 

2. To compensate for the clearing of 66 hectares and the functional loss of 16 hectares of Koala 
habitat within the project site, the approval holder must: 

a. legally secure the offset site prior to commencement of the action; 

b. within 20 business days of legally securing the offset site, provide the Department with 
evidence of the date it was legally secured and a shapefile of the offset site; 

c. within one year of legally securing the offset site, complete and provide the Department with 
the results of a: 

i. baseline Koala density survey; 

ii. baseline Koala food trees survey; and 

iii. baseline survey of non-native Koala predators; 

d. within nine years of the date the baseline Koala density survey is completed, demonstrate 
that a statistically significant increase in Koala density over the entire offset site, compared 
to the baseline determined by the baseline Koala density survey, has been achieved and 
maintained for at least two consecutive years; 

e. within seven years of the date the baseline Koala food trees survey is completed, 
demonstrate achievement of ongoing recruitment of Koala food trees over the entire offset 
site, compared to the baseline determined by the baseline Koala food trees survey; and 

f. demonstrate a reduction, maintained for 10 consecutive years from the date the baseline 
survey of non-native Koala predators is completed, in the number of non-native Koala 
predators over the entire offset site, compared to the baseline determined by the baseline 
survey of non-native Koala predators. 

Part B - Standard administrative conditions 

Commencement of the action 

3. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of the date of commencement of the 
action within 10 business days after the date of commencement of the action. 

4. If commencement of the action does not occur within 5 years from the date of this approval, then 
the approval holder must not undertake commencement of the action without the prior written 
agreement of the Minister. 

Compliance records 

5. The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance records. 

6. If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must provide electronic copies 
of compliance records to the Department within the timeframe specified in the request. 

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the Department or an independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC Act, and or used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the result of an audit may be 
published on the Department's website or through the general media. 

1 
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Annual compliance reporting 

7. The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12 month period following the 
date of commencement of the action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. The 
approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the 
relevant 12 month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the website 
within five business days of the date of publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit 
the full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department's website. 

Reporting non-compliance 

8. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of any incident or non-compliance 
with the conditions. The notification must be given as soon as practicable, and no later than 
two business days after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance. The notification must 
specify: 

a. the condition which is or may be in breach; and 

b. a short description of the incident and or non-compliance. 

9. The approval holder must provide to the Department the details of any incident or 
non-compliance with the conditions as soon as practicable and no later than 10 business days 
after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance, specifying: 

a. any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder has already taken or intends 
to take in the immediate future; 

b. the potential impacts of the incident and or non-compliance; and 

c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be undertaken by the approval holder. 

Independent audit 

10. The approval holder must ensure that independent audits of compliance with the conditions are 
conducted as requested in writing by the Minister. 

11. For each independent audit, the approval holder must: 

a. provide the name and qualifications of the independent auditor and the draft audit criteria to 
the Department; 

b. only commence the independent audit once the audit criteria have been approved in writing 
by the Department; and 

c. submit an audit report to the Department within the timeframe specified in the approved 
audit criteria. 

12. The approval holder must publish the audit report on the website within 10 business days of 
receiving the Department's approval of the audit report and keep the audit report published on 
the website until the end date of this approval. 

2 
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Completion of the action 

13. Within 20 business days after the completion of the action, the approval holder must notify the 

Department in writing and provide completion data. 

Part C - Definitions 

14. In these conditions, except where contrary intention is expressed, the following definitions are 

used: 

a. Baseline Koala density survey means a field survey over the entire offset site measuring the 

number of Koalas per unit area, undertaken by a suitably qualified person using a 

scientifically robust and repeatable methodology. 

b. Baseline Koala food trees survey means a field survey over the entire offset site measuring 
the number of Koala food trees, undertaken by a suitably qualified person using a 

scientifically robust and repeatable methodology. 

c. Baseline survey of non-native Koala predators means a field survey over the entire offset 
site measuring the number of non-native Koala predators, undertaken by a suitably qualified 
person using a scientifically robust and repeatable methodology. 

d. Business days means a day that is not a Saturday, a Sunday or a public holiday for the whole 

of Queensland. 

e. Commencement of the action means the first instance at which clearing of Koala habitat 
either in a single event or cumulatively first exceeds one or more hectares. 

f. Completion data means an environmental report and spatial data information clearly 
detailing how the conditions of this approval have been met. The Department's preferred 
spatial data format is shapefile. 

g. Completion of the action means the time at which all conditions of approval (except this 
condition) have been fully met. 

h. Compliance records means all documentation or other material in whatever form required to 

demonstrate compliance with the conditions of approval. This includes any documentation or 
material in the approval holder's possession or that are within the approval holder's power to 

obtain lawfully. 

i. Compliance reports means written reports: 

i. providing accurate and complete details of compliance, incidents, and non-compliance 
with the conditions; 

ii. consistent with the Department's Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (2014); and 

iii. include a shapefile of any clearance of any protected matters, or their habitat, 

undertaken within the relevant 12 month period. 

j. Department means the Australian Government agency responsible for administering the 

EPBC Act. 

k. EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). 

I. Incident means any event which has the potential to, or does, impact on any protected 
matters. 

m. Independent audit means an audit conducted by an independent and suitably qualified 
person as detailed in the Department's Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines (2015). 
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n. Koala means the Koala (combined populations of Queensland, New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory) (Phascolarctos cinereus (combine? populations of Qld, NSW and 
the ACT)) listed as a threatened species under the EPBC Act. 

o. Koala density means the number of Koalas per unit area. 

p. Koala food trees means any tree known to be part of the normal diet for Koalas. 

q. Koala habitat means any vegetation that scores five or more using the habitat assessment 
tool in Table 4 of the koala referral guidelines. 

r. Koala referral guidelines means Department of the Environment (2014). EPBC Act referral 
guidelines for the vulnerable koala (combined populations of Queensland, New South Wales 
and the Australian Capital Territory). Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. 

s. Legally secure/ secured/ securing means obtain long-term protection under a voluntary 
declaration as provided for in the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Qld). 

t. Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering the EPBC Act including 
any delegate thereof. 

u. Non-native Koala predators means any animal not native to Australia that is known to 
predate on Koalas. 

v. Offset site means the areas, totalling 173.53 ha, designated as 'OMU-01' and 'OMU-02' on 
the map at Attachment B. 

w. Project site means the area designated as 'project referral area' on the map at Attachment A. 

x. Protected matters means a matter protected under a controlling provision in Part 3 of the 
EPBC Act for which this approval has effect. 

y. Recruitment means new individuals added to an existing population. 

z. Sensitive ecological data means data as defined in the Department's Sensitive Ecological 
Data -Access and Management Policy Vl.O (2016). 

aa. Statistically significant means a result that's not attributed to chance, as determined using 
methodologies and statistical analysis appropriate to the data being analysed. 

bb. Suitably qualified person means a person who has professional qualifications, training, skills 
and/or experience related to the nominated subject matter and can give authoritative 
independent assessment, advice and analysis on performance relative to the subject matter 
using the relevant protocols, standards, methods and/or literature. 

cc. Website means a set of related web pages located under a single domain name attributed to 
the approval holder and available to the public. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Attachment A map of the project site 

2. Attachment B map of the offset site 
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Attachment B map of the offset site 
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Appendix B 
Wildlife Protection Management Plan 

(WPMP), Wildlife Habitat and Impact 

Mitigation Plan (WHIMP) and Year 2 

Pre-clearance surveys 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Report prepared by 
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Phone: (07) 3376 9780 

Email: fauna@qfc.com.au  
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 Project Background 

 
Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to conduct a Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey and present a subsequent report South Place – 
Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights , Queensland. The site location is presented in Map 1. 
 

The objective of this report is to summarise the existing fauna values present and assign mitigatory 
strategies applicable to probable species likely to be encountered during the clearing of identified 
habitats throughout or within specific localities of the site. Fauna species both common and of 
elevated conservation value have been considered within the parameters of onsite investigations 
and, where provided to QFC, include review of current fauna and floristic reports that may influence 
the assemblages expected to utilise the micro habitats evident within the site.  
 
This review encompasses species identified under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. Further consideration is given, where applicable, to species of iconic, cultural 
and/or regional significance identified under commonwealth, state or local planning instruments 
aimed at the persistence of biodiversity values within the area.  
 
 

1.2 Project Location and Site Description 

 
South Place is located on the eastern side of Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, immediately south 
of the Centenary Highway and adjacent to Soho Drive, Deebing Heights. The total clearing area is 
approximately 20 hectares. 

 
Existing features exhibit predominantly regrowth eucalypt woodland with eroded gullies and creeks. 
Dominant trees species include Acacia species, Allocasuarina luehmannii, Eucalyptus tereticornis, E. 
siderophloia, E. crebra, E. melanophloia, Corymbia citriodora, C. tesselaris, Angophora leiocarpa, 
and Lophostemon suaveolens. Understorey vegetation consists of grass, area of dense weed growth, 
and dense leaf litter. 
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Map 1: Project Location 

 

 
Source: Adapted from Queensland Globe (2023) 
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1.3 Current Permits and Authorities 

 
All activities conducted during the site investigations were implemented under the provisions of 
several permits issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the Department of Environment 
and Science (DES), and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). These permits and 
additional authorities are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Current Permits and authorities issued to QFC 
 

Permit/Authorisation Permit Number Expiry Date 

 
Damage Mitigation Permit 

 

 
WA0047114 

 
31st October 2025 

 
Rehabilitation Permit 

 
WA0026789 16th September 2023 

 
Scientific Purposes Permit 

 
WA0032325 3rd March 2026 

 
Scientific User Registration 

 
Registration Number 589 27th February 2025 

 
Animal Ethics 

 
CA 2022/01/1569 27th February 2025 

General Fisheries Permit  262922 10th May 2026 

 

 
These permits and approvals enable QFC to conduct the investigation, observation and relocation 
of protected animals exposed to disturbance due to infrastructure expansion resulting in the 
destruction of natural and artificial habitats. 
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2. Methodology 

 
A site inspection was carried out on the 2nd and 10th of May 2023 by Qld Fauna Consultancy. A standard 
set of observational techniques aimed at maximising the detection of fauna and the probable 
habitats they may occupy were employed to ascertain and identify the current fauna values 
throughout the project area. Where species of elevated conservation significance where foreseen 
as potentially present targeted searches were instigated to further evaluate individual species 
habitat.  
 
Due to the habitat variability expressed across the development site the composition of 
investigations may include a range of features that entail specific components indicative of the 
presence of particular species or faunal groups. This may include where evident, observation of 
activity or signs of both historical and current use. 
 
These may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Identification of terrestrial microhabitats such as ground hollows, rock, burrows, leaf litter, 
stands of heavy vegetation, fallen branches and bark exfoliations; 

• Identification of arboreal micro habitats including basal, trunk and limb hollows, tree 
fissures, bark exfoliates and arboreal termitaria; 

• Identification of constructed arboreal micro habitats including bird nests and Ringtail 
Possum dreys; 

• Artificial habitats including, but not limited to ornamental gardens, discarded rubbish, 
human dwellings and other infrastructure; 

• Observation and investigation of aquatic habitats including dams, soaks, creeks, rivers and 
seasonally inundated vegetation communities. Artificial aquatic habitats may include 
constructed drains and culverts. Further components of interest include bank profiles and 
undercuts, submerged and/or exposed timber and rock, immediate aquatic and riparian 
vegetation, surfacing animals, nesting and/or feeding birds; 

• Direct observation of active or exposed fauna within terrestrial, aquatic and arboreal 
habitats; 

• Identification of scats, tracks and scratchings to determine fauna potentially present or to 
have historically utilised the site for either transient or longer-term life history purposes. 

 

2.1 Specific methodology for Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus 

 
Due to specific requirements and the cryptic nature of the Koala the following techniques were 
employed to assist in ascertaining the current and historical presence/absence status of the species 
at the site: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas. 
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3. Findings 

 

The findings endeavor to demarcate the existing habitat profiles and the features present into three 
distinct groups: terrestrial, arboreal and aquatic. All habitat features present onsite are noted, 
however it is probable additional features will be present with these being accounted for during the 
Fauna Spotter Catcher process to be applied to all vegetation clearing across the site. 

 
3.1 Terrestrial Habitat Features 

 
The terrestrial fauna values of the site consist of different components and microhabitat features.  
This includes an open low-level understorey with sections exhibiting dense cover provided by grass 
(Figure 1 and Figure 2) and weed species such as Lantana Lantana camara (Figure 3), Mother-of-
millions Bryophyllum delagoense (Figure 4) and Creeping Lantana Lantana montevidensis (Figure 5). 
Dense leaf litter and basal bark exfoliations (Figure 6 to Figure 9) also feature on site, being present 
in abundance and at variable depths, providing refugial opportunities and microhabitat connectivity 
that can be exploited by many different native terrestrial vertebrate and invertebrate species.  
 
The site is also exhibitive of scattered woody debris, hollow logs, rocks, and artificial debris (Figure 
10 to Figure 18), providing refugial and foraging opportunities, and a contributory factor to the 
provision of a variety of thermal and moisture gradients that can be exploited by a number of 
different native terrestrial vertebrate and invertebrate species.  
 
Terrestrial termite mounds feature heavily onsite (Figure 19 to Figure 21), with numerous mounds 
displaying excavations typical of the Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus (Figure 22 to 
Figure 24). These excavated mounds also provide refugial opportunities for reptiles, amphibians, 
and small mammals. 
 
Mammal assemblages may comprise both native and introduced species. Macropod presence 
within the clearance zone was indicated by scat and tracks (Figure 25 and Figure 26), as well as 

several sightings of Red-necked Wallabies Notamacropus rufogriseus. Other native mammals which 

may occur on site include the Northern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus which may be present 
in localities with significant vegetative ground cover.  
 
These features collectively contribute to the potential presence of a variety of native fauna species 
utilising the area for refugial, foraging and other resources. A comprehensive list of fauna species 
recorded in the region can be viewed in Appendix C. 
 
GPS coordinates for all indicative terrestrial habitat features are shown in Table 2. Localities for 
identified terrestrial habitat features are presented in Map 2.  
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Table 2: Localities for identified terrestrial habitat features 

 

Number Habitat Feature 
GPS Coordinates  

(Latitude, Longitude) 

1 Artificial Debris -27.6826337,152.7594845 

2 Hollow Log -27.6845519,152.7598932 

3 Hollow Log -27.684141,152.7596053 

4 Hollow Log -27.6839488,152.7595648 

5 Hollow Log -27.6836789,152.7593414 

6 Hollow Log -27.6836093,152.7594461 

7 Hollow Log -27.6841502,152.7607599 

8 Hollow Log -27.6814516,152.75943 

9 Hollow Log -27.6811891,152.7595781 

10 Hollow Log -27.6814549,152.7610247 

11 Hollow Log -27.6812669,152.7606495 

12 Hollow Log -27.6812643,152.7606511 

13 Hollow Log -27.6811897,152.7605825 

14 Hollow Log -27.6818793,152.762211 

15 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.685164,152.7602135 

16 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6847873,152.7600276 

17 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.684645,152.7599095 

18 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6845124,152.7598452 

19 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.684631,152.7597476 

20 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6845641,152.7599013 

21 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6845589,152.7599172 

22 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6845518,152.759887 

23 Terrestrial Termitaria x 6 -27.6843644,152.7597834 

24 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6841847,152.7595412 

25 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838569,152.7594522 

26 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838577,152.7593398 
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27 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6836501,152.7592816 

28 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835504,152.7594228 

29 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.68371,152.758988 

30 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835644,152.7590399 

31 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835204,152.7588891 

32 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833197,152.7589216 

33 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833576,152.7590662 

34 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6832435,152.7589933 

35 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6831383,152.7590886 

36 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832974,152.7586998 

37 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826934,152.7587021 

38 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.68269,152.7586952 

39 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822713,152.7587247 

40 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6823369,152.7586911 

41 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682213,152.7586563 

42 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832794,152.759325 

43 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833215,152.7592001 

44 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832841,152.7593212 

45 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835225,152.7598438 

46 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6836017,152.759636 

47 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838834,152.7599074 

48 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6839206,152.7598686 

49 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6839644,152.7600389 

50 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6841231,152.7599404 

51 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6840672,152.7602328 

52 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6841503,152.760759 

53 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6846792,152.7604562 

54 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.68475,152.7604175 

55 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6848146,152.7608149 

 
 



Fauna Spotter Catcher Pre-clearance Survey and Wildlife Protection & Management Plan                                   Winslow 
South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland 

 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd               11 

 

56 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6845897,152.7610559 

57 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6843905,152.7610505 

58 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6841394,152.7608067 

59 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6839801,152.7607996 

60 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838306,152.7606353 

61 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837324,152.7606863 

62 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837337,152.7606367 

63 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835646,152.7606604 

64 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833776,152.7602441 

65 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832323,152.7602948 

66 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683131,152.759881 

67 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683525,152.7598315 

68 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6830795,152.7602499 

69 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6830583,152.7601438 

70 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6830112,152.7598333 

71 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826994,152.7593915 

72 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6821407,152.7593677 

73 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6821388,152.7593659 

74 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6816211,152.7594572 

75 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6811419,152.7596296 

76 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682767,152.7604293 

77 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6827849,152.7605773 

78 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828356,152.7606256 

79 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6830544,152.7606388 

80 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6831245,152.760682 

81 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6831969,152.7607816 

82 Terrestrial Termitaria x 3 -27.6843523,152.7614285 

83 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6840684,152.7615228 

84 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6839861,152.7612055 
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85 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6840751,152.7611506 

86 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837233,152.7612971 

87 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6835709,152.7612498 

88 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834302,152.7611017 

89 Terrestrial Termitaria x 4 -27.6833638,152.760929 

90 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6832577,152.7611186 

91 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6831432,152.7611326 

92 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6829597,152.760963 

93 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6825466,152.7607853 

94 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6823374,152.7605411 

95 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6823231,152.7603157 

96 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818335,152.7603236 

97 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6816967,152.7601429 

98 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6811166,152.7600922 

99 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6810229,152.7600441 

100 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6810455,152.7601961 

101 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6809221,152.760348 

102 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6811552,152.7603665 

103 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682464,152.7611111 

104 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828935,152.7612888 

105 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6831812,152.7613633 

106 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833716,152.7614548 

107 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6833846,152.761458 

108 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837942,152.7614217 

109 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6840815,152.7615485 

110 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.684322,152.7617424 

111 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6840856,152.7619281 

112 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6839458,152.7618982 

113 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838559,152.7618364 
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114 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837755,152.7617683 

115 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6837661,152.7617501 

116 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6836697,152.7617185 

117 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834422,152.7615731 

118 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6836254,152.7622581 

119 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6838464,152.7623167 

120 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683845,152.7620707 

121 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834641,152.7618973 

122 Terrestrial Termitaria x 3 -27.6831061,152.761794 

123 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6826623,152.7615513 

124 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826623,152.761551 

125 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.681613,152.7613979 

126 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6816184,152.7613465 

127 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6811864,152.7605858 

128 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6812088,152.7610814 

129 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6814676,152.7612844 

130 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683428,152.7623671 

131 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6833398,152.7622827 

132 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6832744,152.762142 

133 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.683468,152.7620421 

134 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834824,152.7618857 

135 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834867,152.7618687 

136 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6829591,152.7618998 

137 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6829604,152.7619134 

138 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682767,152.7617414 

139 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6826816,152.7615291 

140 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6829126,152.761373 

141 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826222,152.7615127 

142 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826242,152.7615194 
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143 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.682626,152.761526 

144 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682082,152.7615891 

145 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6809788,152.7619005 

146 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6809729,152.7619059 

147 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6809243,152.7619087 

148 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6814247,152.7617403 

149 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6815056,152.7617245 

150 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6817775,152.7609404 

151 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6819691,152.7615867 

152 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6821934,152.7621501 

153 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6820815,152.762315 

154 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818003,152.7621432 

155 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6817071,152.7622452 

156 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6814274,152.7621514 

157 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6813192,152.762298 

158 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818363,152.7621225 

159 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6826479,152.7622348 

160 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6825255,152.7619286 

161 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6827456,152.7617499 

162 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832413,152.7621472 

163 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832869,152.7622105 

164 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832236,152.7622874 

165 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832668,152.7625952 

166 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834864,152.7625162 

167 Terrestrial Termitaria x 3 -27.6833805,152.7622893 

168 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834479,152.7624817 

169 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683254,152.7626128 

170 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6834298,152.762855 

171 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.683616,152.7628345 
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172 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6832112,152.7631666 

173 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6825262,152.762686 

174 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818237,152.7627118 

175 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6823785,152.7633421 

176 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6824541,152.7636156 

177 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828542,152.7635783 

178 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828412,152.7634716 

179 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6824521,152.7636258 

180 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682678,152.7638836 

181 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828026,152.7638646 

182 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828535,152.7639097 

183 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6828244,152.7640146 

184 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6827105,152.7641177 

185 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682448,152.7636344 

186 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822757,152.763495 

187 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818074,152.763229 

188 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6818028,152.7632315 

189 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6817707,152.7632248 

190 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6817014,152.7628664 

191 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6816629,152.7631303 

192 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6810112,152.7632041 

193 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6810929,152.763338 

194 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6812193,152.7637462 

195 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.681764,152.7638025 

196 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822447,152.7638755 

197 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822819,152.7639382 

198 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822771,152.764062 

199 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6823257,152.7641347 

200 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6821712,152.7641084 
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201 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822271,152.7642165 

202 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6824392,152.7646321 

203 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6822186,152.7645572 

204 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.681632,152.7644848 

205 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6814206,152.7645007 

206 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6816539,152.7644952 

207 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6813955,152.7644715 

208 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.6817731,152.7645825 

209 Terrestrial Termitaria x 2 -27.6820065,152.7649369 

210 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.682267,152.7649597 

211 Woody Debris -27.6850211,152.7602006 

212 Woody Debris -27.6847635,152.7598288 

213 Woody Debris -27.6843567,152.7597354 

214 Woody Debris -27.6839626,152.7594679 

215 Woody Debris -27.6838577,152.7593398 

216 Woody Debris -27.6838599,152.7593328 

217 Woody Debris -27.6832105,152.7590749 

218 Woody Debris -27.6831392,152.7589408 

219 Woody Debris -27.6830395,152.7587378 

220 Woody Debris -27.6827997,152.7589079 

221 Woody Debris -27.6827785,152.7589085 

222 Woody Debris -27.6826914,152.7586956 

223 Woody Debris -27.6826496,152.7586026 

224 Woody Debris -27.6821035,152.7587774 

225 Woody Debris -27.6825426,152.7589074 

226 Woody Debris -27.682555,152.7589054 

227 Woody Debris -27.6827407,152.7591105 

228 Woody Debris -27.6829839,152.7592256 

229 Woody Debris -27.6831892,152.7592495 
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230 Woody Debris -27.6833545,152.7594546 

231 Woody Debris -27.6833835,152.759768 

232 Woody Debris -27.6835411,152.75972 

233 Woody Debris -27.6837159,152.7598098 

234 Woody Debris -27.684043,152.7599851 

235 Woody Debris -27.6840685,152.7601065 

236 Woody Debris -27.6841063,152.7606873 

237 Woody Debris -27.6842303,152.7608105 

238 Woody Debris -27.6843886,152.7610501 

239 Woody Debris -27.684274,152.7610342 

240 Woody Debris -27.6839801,152.7607984 

241 Woody Debris -27.6838394,152.7606078 

242 Woody Debris -27.6834712,152.7605577 

243 Woody Debris -27.6832746,152.7600219 

244 Woody Debris -27.6831214,152.7602218 

245 Woody Debris -27.6833182,152.7598865 

246 Woody Debris -27.6834199,152.7598493 

247 Woody Debris -27.6830702,152.760234 

248 Woody Debris -27.6830212,152.7598245 

249 Woody Debris -27.6827455,152.759686 

250 Woody Debris -27.6826951,152.7593899 

251 Woody Debris -27.681487,152.7594464 

252 Woody Debris -27.6814674,152.7594442 

253 Woody Debris -27.6827413,152.7597691 

254 Woody Debris -27.6826872,152.7601862 

255 Woody Debris -27.6828032,152.7602647 

256 Woody Debris -27.6828287,152.7604988 

257 Woody Debris -27.6831231,152.7606837 

258 Woody Debris -27.6842741,152.7615758 
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259 Woody Debris -27.6841545,152.7614129 

260 Woody Debris -27.6837887,152.7612318 

261 Woody Debris -27.6837653,152.7611389 

262 Woody Debris -27.6837682,152.761149 

263 Woody Debris -27.6831368,152.7611326 

264 Woody Debris -27.6823251,152.7603141 

265 Woody Debris -27.6821948,152.7604675 

266 Woody Debris -27.6811504,152.7603677 

267 Woody Debris -27.681708,152.7604672 

268 Woody Debris -27.6819933,152.7606586 

269 Woody Debris -27.6824997,152.7612048 

270 Woody Debris -27.6829768,152.7612229 

271 Woody Debris -27.6840699,152.7618915 

272 Woody Debris -27.683106,152.7617949 

273 Woody Debris -27.68128,152.7608445 

274 Woody Debris -27.6831002,152.7617644 

275 Woody Debris -27.6826261,152.7615183 

276 Woody Debris -27.6823832,152.7613493 

277 Woody Debris -27.6823925,152.7613729 

278 Woody Debris -27.6820536,152.7617111 

279 Woody Debris -27.6809412,152.7614546 

280 Woody Debris -27.6809516,152.7617846 

281 Woody Debris -27.6813261,152.7616337 

282 Woody Debris -27.6814413,152.7616044 

283 Woody Debris -27.681703,152.7610901 

284 Woody Debris -27.6820741,152.7617175 

285 Woody Debris -27.6821341,152.7618669 

286 Woody Debris -27.6821961,152.7621414 

287 Woody Debris -27.6820341,152.7624059 
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288 Woody Debris -27.6814787,152.7621007 

289 Woody Debris -27.6818829,152.7627085 

290 Woody Debris -27.68234,152.7629237 

291 Woody Debris -27.6817661,152.7630312 

292 Woody Debris -27.6816981,152.7628626 

293 Woody Debris -27.6816015,152.763353 

294 Woody Debris -27.6813012,152.7632953 

295 Woody Debris -27.6812056,152.7634278 

296 Woody Debris -27.6812807,152.7633302 

297 Woody Debris -27.6811417,152.7637152 

298 Woody Debris -27.6817809,152.7637402 

299 Woody Debris -27.6817828,152.7637375 

300 Woody Debris -27.6823389,152.7638772 

301 Woody Debris -27.6821645,152.7641091 

302 Woody Debris -27.681732,152.7643072 

303 Woody Debris -27.6815939,152.7643759 

304 Woody Debris -27.6812444,152.7643444 

305 Woody Debris -27.6812628,152.7641228 

306 Woody Debris -27.6813137,152.7640782 

307 Woody Debris -27.681371,152.7640211 

308 Woody Debris -27.6813857,152.7639585 

309 Woody Debris -27.6815101,152.7638541 

310 Woody Debris -27.681687,152.7646191 

311 Woody Debris -27.6817289,152.7646509 

312 Woody Debris -27.6817447,152.7646239 

313 Woody Debris -27.6821253,152.7650037 
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Figure 1: Dense grass Figure 2: Dense grass 
 

  

Figure 3: Lantana Lantana caamara Figure 4: Mother-of-millions Bryophyllum delagoense 

  

  

Figure 5: Creeping Lantana Lantana montevidensis 
 

Figure 6: Dense leaf litter 
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Figure 7: Bark exfoliations 
 

Figure 8: Bark exfoliations 
 

  

Figure 9: Bark exfoliations 
 

Figure 10: Woody debris 

  

  

Figure 11: Woody debris 
 

Figure 12: Woody debris 
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Figure 13: Woody debris 
 

Figure 14: Hollow log  

  

Figure 15: Hollow log  
 

Figure 16: Hollow log  
 

  

  

Figure 17: Hollow log  
 

Figure 18: Rocks 
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Figure 19: Terrestrial termitaria Figure 20: Terrestrial termitaria 
 

  

Figure 21: Terrestrial termitaria  
 

Figure 22: Terrestrial termitaria with excavation 

  

  

Figure 23: Terrestrial termitaria with excavation Figure 24: Terrestrial termitaria with excavations 
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Figure 25: Macropod scat 
 

Figure 26: Macropod tracks   
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3.2 Arboreal Habitat Features 

 
The majority of the clearance area consists predominantly of regrowth Eucalypt and Acacia 
woodland (Figure 27 to Figure 32) consisting of trees of varying height, species and density suitable 
for feeding and nesting resources. The intermittent contiguous canopy structure within the 
vegetation represented may be facilitative of arboreal progression for species such as Common 
Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula, Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus and 
Squirrel Glider Petaurus norfolcensis (Figure 33).  
 
Hollow-bearing trees, stag trees, fissures, and hollow tree stumps are present in the clearance area 
(Figure 34 to Figure 47), which may provide habitat opportunities for arboreal mammals, reptiles, 
and birds. Exfoliating bark on tree trunks may provide refugial opportunities for reptile species 
including skinks and geckos (Figure 48 to Figure 50).  
 
Arboreal termite mounds are also present across the site (Figure 51 and Figure 52), with numerous 
mounds exhibiting excavations (Figure 53 to Figure 56). A number of suitable mounds were located 
with the potential for use as egg deposition and incubation sites by species such as the Lace Monitor 
Varanus varius, Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae, and Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus 
sanctus. Mammals have also been known to utilise these features for shelter where hollows are not 
readily available.   
 
Five avian stick nests were located during the inspection but did not appear active at the time of the 
survey (Figure 57 to Figure 60). However, further inspections are recommended immediately prior 
to clearing commencement. A number of avian species were observed utilising the site at the time 
of the inspection (foraging or perching) (Figure 61), these species are presented in Table 4.  
 
No Possum dreys were located during the inspection, however, the dense vegetation structure in 
some areas may have concealed visibility and further inspections are recommended immediately 
prior to clearing commencement. Possum activity was evident in the form of scratchings on several 
tree trunks (Figure 62). 
 
GPS coordinates for all indicative arboreal habitat features are shown in Table 3. Localities for 
identified arboreal habitat features are presented in Map 2.  
 
Primary and secondary Koala food trees located in the clearance area and include Eucalyptus 
tereticornis, E. siderophloia, E. crebra, E. melanophloia, Corymbia citriodora, C. tesselaris, 
Angophora leiocarpa, and L. suaveolens. However, no evidence was observed to indicate recent use 
of these trees by koalas. No koala scats were found during ‘drip zone’ searches and characteristic 
scratchings were not found during trunk investigations. A Koala habitat values map for the clearance 
area is presented in Appendix A. 
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Table 3: Localities for identified arboreal habitat features 

 

Number Habitat Feature 
GPS Coordinates (Latitude, 

Longitude) 

1 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6847565,152.7603389 

2 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6839275,152.7608828 

3 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6812246,152.7597773 

4 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6840939,152.7611483 

5 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6823148,152.7603896 

6 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6821742,152.7605149 

7 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6841627,152.7620358 

8 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6829413,152.7619631 

9 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6821888,152.7634312 

10 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6812703,152.7633313 

11 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6820904,152.7639018 

12 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6819883,152.7641612 

13 Arboreal Termitaria -27.681403,152.7641436 

14 Arboreal Termitaria -27.6818438,152.7640439 

15 Arboreal Termitaria -27.682148,152.7653747 

16 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6843524,152.7607078 

17 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6835615,152.7606852 

18 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.681788,152.759227 

19 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6827494,152.7597427 

20 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6814631,152.7604948 

21 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6823542,152.7624112 

22 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6811069,152.7634621 

23 Arboreal Termitaria (with excavation) -27.6814505,152.7637142 

24 Bird Nest -27.6841817,152.7595882 

25 Bird Nest -27.684207,152.7593902 

26 Bird Nest -27.6836758,152.7592535 
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27 Bird Nest -27.6830901,152.7604621 

28 Bird Nest -27.6826317,152.7612244 

29 Dead Stag -27.6852278,152.7602137 

30 Dead Stag -27.6836814,152.759348 

31 Dead Stag -27.6834277,152.7588816 

32 Dead Stag -27.6834309,152.7588833 

33 Dead Stag -27.6836265,152.7597142 

34 Dead Stag -27.6840847,152.7603892 

35 Dead Stag -27.6847525,152.7603304 

36 Dead Stag -27.6840211,152.7607652 

37 Dead Stag -27.6830911,152.7600478 

38 Dead Stag -27.6830264,152.7597091 

39 Dead Stag -27.6821604,152.7593296 

40 Dead Stag -27.6819808,152.7593668 

41 Dead Stag -27.6839851,152.7612063 

42 Dead Stag -27.6840823,152.7611539 

43 Dead Stag -27.6816773,152.7601222 

44 Dead Stag -27.6813182,152.7604887 

45 Dead Stag -27.683846,152.7623162 

46 Dead Stag -27.6811988,152.7612004 

47 Dead Stag -27.6818943,152.7619879 

48 Dead Stag -27.6818429,152.7620401 

49 Dead Stag -27.6810636,152.7611882 

50 Dead Stag -27.6809602,152.7611161 

51 Dead Stag -27.6809878, 152.7610627 

52 Dead Stag -27.681876,152.7610993 

53 Dead Stag x 2 -27.6820077,152.7615421 

54 Dead Stag -27.6820871,152.7617276 

55 Dead Stag -27.681707,152.7622452 
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56 Dead Stag -27.681256,152.7623593 

57 Dead Stag -27.6823737,152.7622166 

58 Dead Stag -27.6823538,152.7625545 

59 Dead Stag -27.682059,152.7629005 

60 Dead Stag -27.6820918,152.7628679 

61 Dead Stag -27.682161,152.7628258 

62 Dead Stag -27.682714,152.7639456 

63 Dead Stag -27.6821155,152.76334 

64 Dead Stag -27.6812695,152.7641386 

65 Dead Stag -27.682031,152.7648196 

66 Dead Stag -27.6821531,152.7650228 

67 Fissure -27.6838595,152.7593327 

68 Fissure -27.6834146,152.7588923 

69 Fissure -27.6838298,152.7599147 

70 Fissure -27.6838303,152.7599151 

71 Fissure -27.6846068,152.7606109 

72 Fissure -27.684083,152.7614172 

73 Fissure -27.6813207,152.7605062 

74 Fissure -27.6809574,152.7618501 

75 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6839869,152.7595433 

76 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6832739,152.7594861 

77 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6820926,152.7623207 

78 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6821103,152.763337 

79 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6817542,152.764633 

80 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.6823613, 152.7652302 

81 Hollow Stump -27.6847416,152.7599656 

82 Hollow Stump -27.6823028,152.7586263 

83 Hollow Stump -27.6821421,152.7590797 

84 Hollow Stump -27.6824511,152.7589179 
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85 Hollow Stump -27.6833574,152.7594541 

86 Hollow Stump -27.6829745,152.7598017 

87 Hollow Stump -27.681429,152.7594059 

88 Hollow Stump -27.6817061,152.7595541 

89 Hollow Stump -27.6827228,152.7597332 

90 Hollow Stump -27.682207,152.7605244 

91 Hollow Stump -27.6811103,152.7600865 

92 Hollow Stump -27.6810966,152.761801 

93 Hollow Stump -27.6811906,152.7616263 

94 Hollow Stump -27.6821793,152.7628403 

95 Hollow Stump -27.6819736,152.7628038 

96 Hollow Stump -27.6812851,152.7637076 
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Figure 27: Site overview Figure 28: Site overview 
 

  

Figure 29: Site overview 
 

Figure 30: Site overview 
 

  

  

Figure 31: Site overview 
 

Figure 32: Site overview 
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Figure 33: Contiguous canopy  Figure 34: Hollow-bearing tree 
 

  

Figure 35: Hollow-bearing tree 
 

Figure 36: Hollow-bearing tree 
 

  

  

Figure 37: Stag tree 
 

Figure 38: Stag tree 
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Figure 39: Stag tree 
 

Figure 40: Stag tree 
 

  

Figure 41: Stag tree Figure 42: Fissure 
 

  

  

Figure 43: Fissure Figure 44: Fissure 
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Figure 45: Fissure 
 
 

Figure 46: Hollow stump  
 

  

Figure 47: Hollow stump  Figure 48: Exfoliating bark  
 

  

  

Figure 49 Exfoliating bark Figure 50: Exfoliating bark  
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Figure 51: Arboreal termitaria  
 

Figure 52: Arboreal termitaria 
 

  

Figure 53: Arboreal termitaria with excavation Figure 54: Arboreal termitaria with excavation 

  

  

Figure 55: Arboreal termitaria with excavation 
 

Figure 56: Arboreal termitaria with excavations 
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Figure 57: Bird nest Figure 58: Bird nest 
 

  

Figure 59: Bird nest 
 

Figure 60: Bird nest 
 

  

  

Figure 61: Australian Boobook Ninox boobook  Figure 62: Possum scratchings 
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Table 4: Arboreal Fauna Species Observed 
 

Number Common Name and Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 

NCA EPBC 

1 Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen Least Concern Not Listed 

2 Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala Least Concern Not Listed 

3 Torresian Crow Corvus orru Least Concern Not Listed 

4 Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta Least Concern Not Listed 

5 White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis Least Concern Not Listed 

6 Striped Honeyeater Plectorhyncha lanceolata Least Concern Not Listed 

7 Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa Least Concern Not Listed 

8 Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis Least Concern Not Listed 

9 Speckled Warbler Pyrrholaemus sagittatus Least Concern Not Listed 

10 White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis Least Concern Not Listed 

11 Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis Least Concern Not Listed 

12 Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis Least Concern Not Listed 

13 Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum Least Concern Not Listed 

14 White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea Least Concern Not Listed 

15 Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii Least Concern Not Listed 

16 Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris Least Concern Not Listed 

17 Rose Robin Petroica rosea Least Concern Not Listed 

18 Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys Least Concern Not Listed 

19 Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus Least Concern Not Listed 

20 Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus Least Concern Not Listed 

22 Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis Least Concern Not Listed 

23 Variegated Fairy-wren Malurus lamberti Least Concern Not Listed 

24 Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula Least Concern Not Listed 

25 Rainbow  Bee-eater Merops ornatus Least Concern Marine 

26 Australian Boobook Ninox boobook  Least Concern Not Listed 
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3.3 Aquatic Habitat Features  

 
A creek which branches into a number of smaller eroded gullies is present within the area of works, 
as well as a small dam (Figure 63 to Figure 66).  The dam was retaining water at the time of the 
inspection; however, the creek was dry. Native species may exploit the various microhabitats 
present by such environmental features, particularly during times of rainfall, including Longfin Eel 
Anguilla reinhardtii, Eastern Long-necked Turtle Chelodina longicollis, Eastern Water Dragon 
Intellagama lesueurii, Keelback Snake Tropidonophis mairii, Green Tree Frog Litoria caerulea, 
Graceful Tree Frog Litoria gracilenta, Eastern Sedge Frog Litoria fallax, Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis, 
Striped Marsh Frog Limnodynastes peronii, as well as various birds and mammals as a water source.  
   
GPS coordinates for all indicative aquatic habitat features are shown in Table 5. Localities for 
identified aquatic habitat features are presented in Map 2.  
 
 

Table 5: Localities for identified aquatic habitat features 
 

Number Habitat Feature 
GPS Coordinates (Latitude, 

Longitude) 

1 Creek -27.6816651,152.7616732 

2 Dam -27.6825442,152.7607997 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 63: Creek (Dry)  Figure 64: Creek (Dry) 
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Figure 65: Creek (Dry) 
 

Figure 66: Dam  
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Map 2: Localities for identified terrestrial, arboreal, and aquatic habitat features 
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3.4 Endangered, Vulnerable and Near Threatened (EVNT) & Special Least Concern (SLC) Species  

 
It is not envisaged that any EVNT or SLC fauna species will be detrimentally impacted by the 
proposed works. However, seven species identified within the Online EPBC Protected Matters 
Report (Appendix B) and the Queensland Government Wildlife Online Search Tool (Appendix C) 
were considered likely or possible to occur within the site and will require further mitigation during 
clearing activities.  
 
Although no evidence was found during the site inspection of recent Koala use the species has 
previously been recorded in the area. The site contains habitat identified as Core Koala Habitat 
under the Koala Habitat in South East Queensland mapping sourced from the Queensland Globe 
online search tool (see Appendix A). 
 
It is advised that dedicated methodologies be employed by a qualified Fauna Spotter specific to the 
detection of these species prior to vegetation clearing activities.  
 

Table 6: Significant species deemed likely or possible to occur within the  
clearance survey area 

 
 
Common Name 
Scientific Name 

 
Species Information 

 
Likelihood of Occurrence 
within the Clearance Survey 
area 
 

Mammals 

 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Tachyglossus aculeatus 
 
EPBC: Not Listed 
NCA: Special Least Concern 

 

 
Inhabits a broad range of habitat types across Australia 
where there is a supply of ants or termites. Echidnas will 
shelter within hollow logs, under bushes and debris (Van 
Dyck & Strahan 2008). 

 
Possible 
Suitable feeding resources occur on 
site and evidence of diggings 
observed onsite.  

 
Koala 
Phascolarctos cinereus 
 
EPBC: Endangered 
NCA: Endangered 

 

 

Inhabits a range of open forest and woodland communities 
which may include any of the following noted food trees: 
Eucalyptus, Corymbia, Melaleuca, Angophora and 
Lophostemon. 
 
 

 
Possible 
Known food trees for the transient 
Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 
occur on the clearance site and the 
species is well documented within 
the area. 
 

 
Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Pteropus poliocephalus 
 
EPBC: Vulnerable 
NCA: Least Concern 

 

 
The Grey-headed Flying-Fox roosts in aggregations of 
various sizes on exposed branches, commonly of emergent 
trees. Roost sites are typically located near water, such as 
lakes, rivers or the coast. Habitat includes open forests, 
woodlands, urban parks and gardens. 

 

 
Possible 
Suitable vegetation communities 
containing both feeding and 
roosting resources occur on and 
adjacent to the clearance site.  
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Birds 

 
Rufous Fantail 
Rhipidura rufifrons 
 
EPBC: Migratory/Marine 
NCA: Special Least Concern 

 

The Rufous Fantail builds a small compact cup nest, of fine 
grasses bound with spider webs, that is suspended from a 
tree fork about 5m from the ground. The bottom of the nest 
is drawn out into a long stem. Both sexes share nest 
building, incubation and feeding of the young. One or two 
broods may be raised in a season (Serventy, 1982). Breeding 
occurs from about September to February with 81% of eggs 
laid in November-December (Higgins et al. 2001). 

 
Possible 
Preferred habitat types present, 
and the species has been observed 
in adjacent sites during the 
inspections. 

 
White-throated Needletail 
Hirundapus caudactus 
 
EPBC: Vulnerable  
NCA: Vulnerable 

 
Non-breeding migrant which occurs over many habitats 
including forests and areas with updrafts such as coastal 
cliffs. Usually seen flying high in very large flocks and is 
rarely seen perching in Australia, however there are 
records of birds roosting in the outer foliage of trees 
(Menkhorst et al. 2017). 

 

 
Possible 
Suitable habitat occurs within and 
adjacent to the clearance site and 
the species has previously been 
recorded in the area.  
 

 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Merops ornatus 
 
EPBC: Marine 
NCA: Least Concern  

 

 
Breeds from August to January (Higgins 1999; Boland 2004). 
The nest is located in an enlarged chamber at the end of 
long burrow or tunnel (Comrie-Smith 1930; Morris 1977), in 
flat or sloping ground, in the banks of rivers, creeks or dams, 
in roadside cuttings, in the walls of gravel pits or quarries, 
in mounds of gravel, or in cliff faces (Forshaw and Cooper 
1987; Lill 1993; Higgins 1999; Boland 2004).  
 

 

 
Present 
Habitat conducive to this species is 
found within the survey area and 
the species was sighted during the 
inspection.  
 
 

Amphibians 

Tusked Frog 
Adelotus brevis 
 
EPBC: Not Listed 
NCA: Vulnerable 

 

Inhabits permanent ponds and streams within rainforests, 
wet to dry forests and farmland areas (Anstis 2013). Nests 
are constructed under leaf litter, vegetation or logs at the 
edge of ponds or stream pools in concealed locations 
(Anstis 2013). 

 
Possible 
Habitat conducive to this species is 
found within the survey area. 
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4. Fauna Impacts 

 

It is important to consider the existing and future residential developmental areas when 
investigation potential fauna impacts.  
 
Impacts to fauna, as a result of vegetation clearance, will include the following: 

• Loss of trees for foraging, roosting and nesting; 

• Loss of hollow-bearing trees for nesting and refuge; 

• Loss of habitat and foraging areas for terrestrial species; 

• Loss of overall habitat; 

• Potential loss of abundance of some local species. 
 
Other impacts may include: 

• Injury or death during felling of trees; 

• Injury or death from machinery; 

• Alteration of nesting, foraging and general activities due to disturbance. 
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5. Assessment and Conclusion  

 

Overall, the site contains medium value refugial opportunities for arboreal and terrestrial fauna 
species (see Section 3.1 and 3.2). The species expected within the site are likely to primarily reflect 
common fauna assemblages for the region; however, provisions will be proposed directly for 
common fauna and species of conservation significance. 
 
The connectivity to adjacent conservation land in the south, in conjunction with sequential clearing 
methodologies, will aid in the movement of medium to large size fauna such as Koala and 
Kangaroos. Specific methodologies for these species will be detailed within the Wildlife and Habitat 
Impact Mitigation Plan (WHIMP). 
 
A number of conclusions and recommendations will be presented in the WHIMP, with the specific 
intention of providing a comprehensive management structure to facilitate minimal impact to fauna 
during the clearing of vegetation and subsequent disturbance of habitats.  
 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a DES approved Fauna Spotter 
prior to vegetation clearing and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. Fauna captured will be relocated to adjacent habitat consistent with the life history 
requirements of the species requiring translocation. The directives given by Fauna Spotter Catchers 
should embrace a “best practice” approach which includes implementation of proven specific 
management techniques for identified habitat types and compliance with legislation relevant to the 
activity. 
 
It is recommended that in the event any nests which contain chicks are identified during clearing be 
left until fledged, and those that are in a construction phase should be dismantled to prevent further 
nesting activity. Any fertile eggs recovered will require incubation and subsequent rearing for latter 
release. 
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7. Appendix A: Koala Habitat Values 
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8. Appendix B: EPBC Act Protected Matters Report  
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9. Appendix C: Wildlife Online Extract 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Project Background 

 
Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to prepare a Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Wildlife and Habitat Impact Mitigation Plan for South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing 
Heights, Queensland. The site location is presented in Map 1.   
 

The objective of this report is to summarise the existing fauna values presented in the Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Pre-Clearance Survey and Wildlife Protection and Management Plan (WPMP) and assign 
mitigatory strategies applicable to probable species likely to be encountered during the clearing of 
identified habitats throughout or within specific localities of the site. Fauna species both common 
and of elevated conservation value have been considered within the parameters of onsite 
investigations and, where provided to QFC, include review of current fauna and floristic reports that 
may influence the assemblages expected to utilise the microhabitats evident within the site.  
 
This review encompasses species identified under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. Further consideration is given, where applicable, to species of iconic, cultural 
and/or regional significance identified under commonwealth, state or local planning instruments 
aimed at the persistence of biodiversity values within the area.  
 
 

1.2 Project Location and Site Description 

 
South Place is located on the eastern side of Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, immediately south 
of the Centenary Highway and adjacent to Soho Drive, Deebing Heights. The total clearing area is 
approximately 20 hectares. 

 
Existing features exhibit predominantly regrowth eucalypt woodland with eroded gullies and creeks. 
Dominant trees species include Acacia species, Allocasuarina luehmannii, Eucalyptus tereticornis, E. 
siderophloia, E. crebra, E. melanophloia, Corymbia citriodora, C. tesselaris, Angophora leiocarpa, 
and Lophostemon suaveolens. Understorey vegetation consists of grass, area of dense weed growth, 
and dense leaf litter. 
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Map 1: Project Location 

 

 
Source: Adapted from Queensland Globe (2023) 
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1.3 Current Permits and Authorities 

 
All activities conducted during the site investigations were implemented under the provisions of 
several permits issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the Department of Environment 
and Science (DES), and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). These permits and 
additional authorities are listed in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: Current Permits and authorities issued to QFC 

 

Permit/Authorisation Permit Number Expiry Date 

 
Damage Mitigation Permit 

 

 
WA0047114 

 
31st October 2025 

 
Rehabilitation Permit 

 
WA0026789 16th September 2023 

 
Scientific Purposes Permit 

 
WA0032325 3rd March 2026 

 
Scientific User Registration 

 
Registration Number 589 27th February 2025 

 
Animal Ethics 

 
CA 2022/01/1569 27th February 2025 

General Fisheries Permit  262922 10th May 2026 

 

 
These permits and approvals enable QFC to conduct the investigation, observation and relocation 
of protected animals exposed to disturbance due to infrastructure expansion resulting in the 
destruction of natural and artificial habitats. 
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2. Mitigation Strategies 

 
2.1 Fauna Spotter 

 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a licensed Fauna Spotter prior 
to vegetation clearing, and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. 
 
2.2 Clearing Methodologies  

 
In accordance to the Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2017 the following sequential 
clearing conditions are required to be adhered to: 
 

• Clearing of trees is carried out in a way that ensures koalas living in or near the area being 
cleared (the clearing site) have enough time to move out of the clearing site without 
human intervention, including in particular, for a clearing site with an area of more than 
6ha, by:  

o Carrying out the clearing in stages; and  
o Ensuring not more than the following is cleared in any one stage:  

▪ for a clearing site with an area of 6 ha or less—50 percent of the site’s 
area;  

▪ for a clearing site with an area of more than 6ha—3ha or 3 percent of the 
site’s area, whichever is the greater; and  

o Ensuring that between each stage there is at least one period of 12 hours that 
starts at 6 p.m. on a day and ends at 6 a.m. on the following day, during which no 
trees are cleared on the site; 

 
In addition to these measures it is recommended that clearing activities be undertaken in a 
directional manner specified by the fauna spotter/catcher.  This is done to reduce the likelihood of 
negative interactions between fauna and potential hazards e.g. roads and traffic, prevent isolation 
of fauna through habitat fragmentation, and to ensure that natural dispersal of wildlife away from 
clearing activities is not impeded. 
 
A plan detailing the recommended clearing direction can be viewed in Appendix A.  
 
2.3 Fauna Fencing 

 

Due to the location of the clearing footprint, the installation of temporary fencing may aid in 
minimizing the movement of large fauna, including highly mobile macropods into adjacent estates 
and nearby roadways.  
 
The addition of further fauna fencing may be required if site conditions change and fauna 
considerations are presented by the fauna spotter catcher. 
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2.4   Felling Procedures 

 
Trees identified as having potential fauna values (such as hollows, arboreal termitaria and 
exfoliating bark) will be clearly identified and subsequently marked for supervision during felling 
and inspected once felled. Efforts will be made to determine potentially occupant species by way of 
investigations for indicative signs (scats, scratchings and tracks) on the day(s) of clearing. Where no 
signs are found or potentially occupant species are undeterminable, machinery operators will be 
instructed to fell trees in a manner directed at minimising the potential risk of injury to fauna.  
 
All identified microhabitats will be inspected via ground-based observation and the direction of 
felling will be determined considering the safety of personnel, machinery and potentially occupant 
fauna. Felling procedures will see implementation of a soft felling technique specifically constructed 
by QFC to achieve minimal deceleration and impact upon felling. This will be achieved under 
direction of the Fauna Spotter present directly communicating with the plant operator(s). 
 
 
2.5 Macropods 

 
Macropod movement throughout the site was identified by the presence of scats and footprints 
during the fauna survey, as well as several sightings of Red-necked Wallabies Notamacropus 
rufogriseus. 
 
The area of proposed clearing activities exhibits connectivity to notable habitat values to the south 
and east. Therefore, if clearing commences in a directional and incremental fashion any macropods 
potentially encountered on site may move on of their own volition.  In this event, it is recommended 
that clearing proceed as already recommended with continual reassessment by the onsite fauna 
spotters.   
 
 
2.6 Aquatic Fauna 

 
In the event aquatic dewatering activities will be required within the proposed clearing area; pooled 
water and drainage features will be inspected during terrestrial load reduction activities ahead of 
the clearing front. The following recommendations are made to mitigate impacts to potentially 
occupant fauna: 
 

• Inspection of banks, peripheral vegetation and other immediate terrestrial 
microhabitats; 

• Identification of potential fauna values including: logs, rocks, artificial structures, 
discarded rubbish and burrows; 

• Targeted searched for frog egg deposition sites on debris, bank edges, water surface and 
vegetation. 
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2.7 General Terrestrial and Arboreal Fauna 
 
Overall, the site contains medium value refugial opportunities for arboreal and terrestrial fauna 
species. The species expected within the site are likely to primarily reflect common fauna 
assemblages for the region however provisions are proposed directly for common fauna and species 
of conservation significance.    
 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a DES approved Fauna Spotter 
prior to vegetation clearing and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. Terrestrial load reduction activities will be conducted ahead of the clearing front where 
possible. Fauna captured will be relocated to adjacent habitat consistent with the life history 
requirements of the species requiring translocation. 
 
 
2.8 EVNT & SLC Fauna  

 
It is not envisaged that any species, listed under the provisions of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 or the Nature Conservation Act 1992, other than those listed in 
the WPMP, will require specific management during vegetation clearing activities.    
 
However, specific management for those identified EVNT & SLC species will include targeted 
investigations immediately prior to vegetation removal activities on each day of clearing and 
subsequently whilst clearing takes place. Preliminary investigations will be supported by additional 
monitoring applied during clearing activities with a designated fauna spotter operating with each 
machine actively involved in vegetation or identified habitat disturbance. These should include the 
following: 
 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Although no individuals were observed during the survey, evidence of echidna use throughout the 
site was observed during the inspection by QFC and would see probability for the Short-beaked 
Echidna to be encountered during clearing activities.  
 
The following recommendations are made for management of potentially occurring Short-beaked 
Echidna: 

• Daily inspection of areas to be cleared for transient individuals; 

• Inspection daily for potential burrow sites; 

• Monitored dismantling of identified microhabitats by fauna spotters with machinery 
assistance 
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Koala:  
As favoured Koala food trees on site exceed a diameter of 100mm at 1.3 metres from the ground, 
requirements under the Koala Plan’s ‘Koala Habitat Area’ provisions trigger the need for inspection 
and monitoring during vegetation clearing by a qualified Fauna Spotter.   
 
Historically known to occur within the area the Koala will feature highly in daily search efforts with 
a dedicated and detailed methodology employed as follows:  

• Pre-clearing (preliminary) investigations to be conducted specifically for Koala detection by 
one experienced fauna spotter a minimum half hour prior to works each day. The 
investigation will embrace all designated clearing zones identified for that day inclusive of a 
25-metre buffer around that zone; 

• Once clearing commences a fauna spotter will accompany each machine providing 
continuous verification of habitat values and potential identification of undetected koalas 
ahead of operating plant. This will also account for potentially transient Koalas that may 
enter the site after preliminary investigations are complete. 

 
Direct observational methodology will include the following components 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas; 

• Repeat observations made of single trees from numerous angles at repeated times 
throughout the clearing activities by the assigned fauna spotter. 

 
In the event a Koala is detected, the Fauna Spotter will determine the appropriate course of action 
with exclusion zones implemented and alterations to the clearing plan discussed with the Site 
Supervisor. Once defined, these directions will be communicated to the plant operators and clearing 
will proceed in accordance with the recommendations made. 
 
Changes to Koala management strategies highlighted in the Nature Conservation (Koala) 
Conservation Plan 2017 have resulted in particular conditions placed on vegetation clearance 
involving the removal of Koala food trees. These provisions entail an increased responsibility by 
developers and land clearance operators alike to ensure the welfare of potentially present Koalas in 
areas identified as having significance for the persistence of this species. 
 
Where significance under planning instruments is assigned provisions may include the restriction of 
all clearance that directly interferes with any tree a Koala is residing in or surrounding trees that, 
when felled, may impact on the crown of the host tree. Koalas are to leave via their own volition 
through a corridor designated by the Fauna Spotter to the closest remaining suitable habitat.  
 
Throughout this time the Koala may not be interfered with by any means unless special dispensation 
has been sought through the appropriate government body or where the Koala is evidently in a 
state of compromised health. Only when Koalas have vacated a tree can clearance operations 
include the identified host tree and surrounding vegetation which composes the established 
exclusion zone. Recommendations made by the Fauna Spotter on site will embrace these provisions. 
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Response to Diseased/Injured Koalas  
 
In the event the Fauna Spotter Catcher detects a koala showing signs of disease or injury the 
following procedure is to be implemented immediately after establishing the machinery exclusion 
zone: 

• Photograph the animal and where possible the specific issue observed (i.e. dirty rump, 
emaciation); 

• Contact Bryan Robinson, Principal Ecologist at QFC, to provide further assessment of the 
Koala via the images taken;  

• Bryan to contact the Ipswich Koala Protection Society (IKPS) President Ruth Lewis for 
further opinion and collaboratively decide on the relevant response and timing; 

• Where deemed to require veterinary assistance a Koala trap will be acquired from IKPS and 
installed by QFC;  

• Bryan to ensure DES are immediately notified of the intended take of the animal; 

• All Koalas will be taken to Moggill Koala Hospital for veterinary examination upon 
capture.    

Employed Koala Trapping Technique 
 
A dedicated Koala trap will be utilised in the event a Koala is deemed to require veterinary 
assistance. The trap used (Figure 1 and Figure 2) will be supplied by IKPS and consists of the following 
components: 

• 1200mm high Core flute wall; 

• Steel bracing pins/star pickets; 

• Zip ties; 

• Purpose built Koala trapping box with guillotine/footpad style closing mechanism. 
 
The core flute wall is placed around the tree the koala is in to form a solid barrier, subsequently 
channelling the animal to the trapping box when it descends from the tree. Checks are conducted 
on the trap periodically between 6pm and 6am to check if the Koala has entered the trap. Once 
captured the Koala is transported within the trapping box to minimise handling and undue stress or 
interference. Notification is given immediately to Bryan Robinson who will provide transportation 
and inform IKPS of the pending arrival of the Koala to Moggill Koala Hospital.  
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Koala trap exterior Figure 2: Koala trap interior 
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Grey-headed Flying Fox:  
Although no Flying Fox camps or roosts were noted during the site survey, the transient nature of 
this species and the abundance of available feeding resources would see probability for the species 
to intermittently utilise the site. 
 
The following recommendations are made for management of potentially occurring Grey-headed 
Flying Fox: 

• Daily Inspection of trees assigned for removal be conducted to detect potential roosting 
Flying Foxes; 

• Trees found to contain roosting Flying Foxes to be left standing and re assessed at the end 
of each days clearing. Being a transient species, the disturbance associated by the 
surrounding clearing is likely to see individuals fly off via its own volition come nightfall and 
not return the following morning, thus negating the need for direct disturbance.  

 
Rufous Fantail:  
The site contains preferred habitat types with the potential to support nesting localities for the 
Rufous Fantail.  
The following recommendations are made for management of potentially occurring Rufous Fantail: 

• Inspection daily of trees assigned for removal in areas of likely occurrence to detect 
potentially roosting birds;  

• Observation of mature birds to ensure individuals are out of immediate felling zones; 

• Implementation of a soft felling technique where trees are determined to have potential 
nests. 

 
White-throated Needletail: 
The site contains preferred habitat types for the White-throated Needletail; however, the species 
does not breed in Australia. It is unlikely that either species will be impacted by clearing activities as 
it is rare to see these species perched. Observations are likely to be limited to flyovers and aerial 
foraging high above the area of works.  
 
Rainbow Bee-eater:  
The site contains preferred habitat types with the potential to support nesting localities for the 
Rainbow Bee-eater and the species was sighted during the inspection. The following 
recommendations are made for management of potentially occurring Rainbow Bee-eater: 

• Inspection daily of trees assigned for removal in areas of likely occurrence to detect 
potentially roosting birds;  

• Observation of mature birds to ensure individuals are out of immediate felling zones; 

• Inspection of potential burrows for nesting activity  
 

Tusked Frog:  
Habitats conducive to the presence of these amphibians are noted at several localities throughout 
the site. Subsequently, it is recommended that Inspection of these microhabitats be conducted prior 
to the disturbance of microhabitat to detect potentially occupant frogs.
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3. Wildlife Capture & Removal Plan 
 

Relocation of native fauna is a strategy that may be required during the course of developmental 
works to adhere to the project’s required nature conservation, animal welfare and human safety 
objectives.   
 
In all circumstances where native fauna is required to be relocated it must be done so, or under the 
direct supervision of, a suitably licensed fauna spotter/catcher.  A summary of the fauna capture, 
handling and relocations strategies to be implemented by the fauna spotter/catcher for fauna 
groups deemed likely, or possible, to occur on site are presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Fauna capture, handling and relocation strategy table 

 
Animal 
Group 

Capture and handling Relocation 

Lizards 
Geckoes 
Dragons 
Monitors 

 

• Place one hand behind the head at the base of the quadrates and the other at the 
base of the tail behind the hind limbs; 

• Be cautious when handling smaller skinks and legless lizards as they may discard 
their tail; 

• Lizards and geckoes can be placed inside suitably sized calico bags 

• In the case of large monitor lizards keep the animal’s ventral surface directly away 
from the body with the tail between the upper arm and torso. 

• Dragons and small monitors can be placed in suitably sized calico bags. Larger 
monitors to be placed in suitably sized crate 
 

• Place the lizard head first into a suitable holding crate for later release. 
o Dragons & monitors– release up trees or into heavy vegetation; 
o Water dragons – in the vicinity of riparian areas; 
o Skinks, Geckoes, Legless lizards – around creek margins. 

Snakes 

 

• Due to their mobile nature, large snakes generally do not require to be handled or 
relocated, with the exception of slow moving species (i.e. pythons) or smaller 
species; 

• Snakes should be identified and only moved if competent and safe to do so (see 
SOP006 Handling Venomous Snakes Procedure); 

• Do not attempt to catch a snake if you’re not competent; 

• Injured snakes should be handled with suitable equipment. 
 

• Release in suitable habitat e.g. along creek lines for python and tree snakes  

• If feasible take them well away from clearance site to a suitable release location 

• Release discreetly away from high density suburban areas 
 

Small 
Mammals 

 

• Place a gloved hand around the whole animal in the case of small mammals 
(melomys or rats),  

• Do not handle rodents by the tail as this will cause damage to the tail sheath 

• Place the animal in calico bag in a cool place for later relocation. 

• Minimise holding time to avoid animal gnawing through bags and escaping 
 
 

• Release animal into area suitable to its habitat requirements. Ensure plenty of 
cover is available. 
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Animal 
Group 

Capture and handling Relocation 

Glider 
Family 

• Place gloved hands around the animal at initial capture; 

• Place the glider(s) into a calico bag or suitable animal crate ensuring family groups 
are kept together for all-inclusive release; 

• Place in a cool dry area during the day.  

• When using calico bags ensure the bag is hung and well ventilated 

• Where possible contain gliders within hollow by plugging openings with a towel or 
calico bag 

 

 

• Release glider into habitat with natural hollows and canopy cover; 

• When releasing a family group with more than one furred young (being carried 
on the back) either: 

o Divide young between parents as a mother is unlikely to carry more than 
one young, 

o Place young in elevated hollow with parents and allow them to move 
away in their own time.  

• Place animal in bag at the base of the selected tree, opening the bag wide and 
allowing the animal to leave the bag when it is ready. 

• Relocate hollow (with gliders inside) to suitable habitat and cover lightly with 
foliage so that the gliders can move away of their own accord and are protected 
from predators. 
 

Amphibians 

• Amphibians should be handled only when necessary and handling times should 
be kept to a minimum to help prevent: 

o Removal of the protective mucous layer covering the skin of 
amphibians; 

o To prevent handling stress induced by changes in their body 
temperature; 

o Risk of spreading pathogens and parasites. 

• Amphibians from different sites need to be kept isolated from each other, and 
need to be kept in different containers or bags; 

• Any dead or sick amphibians need to be quarantined from other amphibians. 
 
Amphibians can be handled utilising one of the following methodologies: 

• Bare handed – ensure hands are sterilized before handling and free from 

lotions, sunscreen etc. 

• Gloves – disposable gloves desirable or disinfect gloves between handling 

different animals; 

• Plastic bags – Single use lightweight plastic bags can be used to pick up and 
handle frogs; again, plastic bags should be disposed of before handling 
amphibians form a different site. 

• All staff should be knowledgeable and familiar with the Interim Hygiene 
Protocol for Handling Amphibians – Technical Manual (DEHP) 

 

• Always ensure that amphibians are kept moist until release. This can include 
storing in a designated container with moist soil or toweling or in a wet calico 
bag; 

• Release into suitable adjacent vegetation that is typical of the species 
requirements; 

• Suitable release locations include riparian vegetation, low-lying wetlands, 

alongside creek lines, hollow logs, dams and ponds; 

• Amphibians from different sites need to be released in separate locations; 

• Disinfection procedures in relation to amphibians need to be followed. 
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Animal 
Group 

Capture and handling Relocation 

Macropods 

• Capture and restraint of macropods carries a high risk of injury and fatal 
hyperthermia/myopathy syndrome, and must not be performed by inexperienced 
personnel, or without appropriate equipment and sedation. 

• Capture and restraint of healthy macropods (other than pouch young) must be 
performed using sedation or anaesthesia due to the high risk of developmental 
myopathy, and other capture and restraint-associated conditions. Sedative and 
anaesthetic drugs may only be used under direct supervision of a registered 
veterinarian, or by appropriately licensed persons (Hanger & Nottidge, 2009). 

• Release animal into suitable to its habitat requirements. Ensure plenty of cover 
is available. 

• Macropods are to be released within the range of normal movement from their 
place of origin. E.g. a Kangaroo can be released within 100 km of its origin, 
based on its capacity to travel long distances. 

• Monitor animals to ensure adequate recovery if sedated.  
 

Microbats 

• Only vaccinated persons are to handle bats 

• If possible, plug the hollow opening with a bag or towel and ask the operator to 
cut the hollow from the tree; 

• Always wear gloves when handling bats. 

• If not contained within a hollow, place bats inside a calico bag and hang upright in 
a cool place 

 

• Relocate hollow (with bats inside) to suitable habitat and cover lightly with 
foliage so that the bats can move away of their own accord and are protected 
from predators. 

• Bats not contained within a hollow should be released as late as possible at the 
end of the day. 
 

Possums 

• Use thick elbow length gloves when handling possums; 

• Try to grip the animal behind the head near the shoulder blades and around the 
tail so that you have control of the animal; 

• Keep fingers away from the mouth of the animal; 

• Keep the animal’s body facing away at all times; 

• Transfer into a thick calico bag and then into a kitty crate. Place in a safe and 
shady place until you can relocate the animal. 

 

 

• Release the possum into habitat with adequate hollows and cover; 

• Place animal in bag at the base of a select tree, opening the bag and allow the 
animal to leave the bag when it is ready; 

• When releasing a Ringtail Possum mother with more than one furred young 
(being carried on her back) it is unlikely that she will carry both young if highly 
stressed; 

o Choose a smaller shrubby tree with vines or heavy foliage (so the adult 
can construct a drey easily) 

o Watch the adult ascend the tree, it is possible she will only carry one 
young and so any additional young may be pushed from her back 

o It may be necessary to take one or more of the young to a wildlife carer 
o If possible place mother and young in a suspended hollow, cover lightly 

with foliage and allow the animals to move on their own accord. This 
way the mother can ferry young one at a time to a more suitable 
location. 
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Animal 
Group 

Capture and handling Relocation 

Birds 

 

• Use gloves when handling larger birds 

• Use a towel to cover the bird and simultaneously restrain the bird and transfer into 
calico bag  

• With larger parrots and raptors, restrain head and legs and transfer into a kitty 
crate 

• Wrap chicks loosely in a towel and transfer to kitty crate, keep in a warm location. 
 

• Relocate adult birds in suitable habitat 

• Chicks should be referred to wildlife carer 
 

Koalas 

 
Movement of Koalas is heavily legislated in South East Queensland. Koalas are not to be captured or relocated without the prior consent of Department of Environment and 
Science (DES). Koalas should be left to move away of their own volition and trees are not to be felled while a Koala remains in occupancy. See SOP003 Koala Management 
Procedure for further information. 
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4. Wildlife Contingency Plan 
 

In the event sick, injured or orphaned protected animals are encountered during the course of the 
project they shall be administered to in accordance with the Code of Practice Care of Sick, Injured or 
Orphaned Protected Animals in Queensland under the Nature Conservation Act 1992. 
 
The stages in which injuries or illness are described under the code are as follows: 
 
Critical: Injuries or illnesses that are life-threatening; for example, an animal that has been struck 
by a car and has serious head injuries. 
 
Serious: Injuries or illnesses that might reasonably be expected to cause moderate pain (but are not 
immediately life-threatening), and the animal is not showing obvious signs of distress or pain, or 
significantly reduced mental activity; for example, an animal with a closed fracture but no other 
apparent injuries and that is alert and responsive. 
 
Mild: The injuries or illness of an animal appear to cause little discomfort, pain or function loss and 
are not life-threatening (even without immediate vet treatment); for example, superficial cuts, 
superficial bruising or orphaned animals suffering from mild dehydration. 
 
4.1 Basic Wildlife Care 

 
If wildlife requiring care are encountered by the fauna spotter/catcher, they will be attended to in 
the manner set out by the guidelines provided in Table 4.  Supplementary advice will be sought from 
a wildlife carer and/or veterinarian where required. QFC have previously utilised experienced local 
carer groups and vets. These are listed in Table 3. 
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Table 3: List of Local Vets & Wildlife Carer Groups 

 

Vets 

Name Location Contact Number Comments 

RSPCA Wildlife Hospital 
139 Wacol Station 
Road, Wacol 

07 3426 9999 24 Hours/7days 

Carers 

Name Location Contact Number Comments 

RSPCA Wildlife Hospital 
139 Wacol Station 
Road, Wacol 

07 3426 9999 24 Hours/7days 

Ipswich Koala 
Protection Society 

Ipswich 

Ruth: 07 5464 6274 / 
0419 760 127 

Helen: 07 3282 5035 / 
0417 604 761 

Specialize in koalas 
however rescue all wildlife 

Ann De Jong Gailes (07) 3736 1967 
Most fauna, particularly 
birds 

Jessica Park Ridge South 0431 330 664 Birds 

Natalie Scotcher Goodna 0430 007 691 
Marsupials, macropods, 
birds 

Ivan  Woodend 0413 262 300 
Most fauna, particularly 
birds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fauna Spotter Catcher Wildlife and Habitat Impact Mitigation Plan                                                   Winslow 
South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland 

 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd 20 

 
Table 4: Basic Wildlife Care 

  

Birds Reptiles & Amphibians Mammals 
 
Egg 
 
Viable eggs must be kept warm until 
transferred to a suitable wildlife carer. It is 
necessary that the orientation of the eggs be 
maintained as fixed embryos may be lost. 
Keep wrapped in a pouch and on a heat 
source (where available). An ideal 
temperature is between 25-27° (DEHP 2013); 
where possible attempt to identify the 
species so the carer can be informed as the 
management of eggs can vary in accordance 
with species and stage of development. 
 

 
Egg 
 
Viable eggs must be kept warm and stable 
until transferred to a wildlife carer. It is 
necessary that the orientation of the eggs 
be maintained as fixed embryos may be 
lost. Keep wrapped in pouch or towel and 
place into an animal crate in a safe 
location. 
 

 
Neonate 
 
Unfurred animals need to be kept warm 
until transferred to a carer. Place into a 
pouch and onto a heat pad. Ideal 
temperature is between 31-34°. 25-27° is 
appropriate in most other cases (DEHP 
2013). Regularly check the animal to 
ensure it is not overheating by observing 
for obvious signs of distress (i.e. panting, 
very warm to the touch, red blotched 
skin). Adjust the temperature where 
required. Seek further advice from the 
carer if you are unsure. 
 

 
Chick 
 
Make sure the animal is correctly identified as 
different species often have very different 
requirements. Place chicks into a 
pouch/towel onto a heat source maintained 
around 31-34° (only if they have not fledged) 
and keep in an animal crate until transferred 
to a carer. 

 
Juvenile 
 
Place animals in a suitable lined crate and 
keep covered in a dark quiet place. Refer 
to the wildlife contact list in your QFC 
Folder for a carer who specialises in 
reptiles. 
 

 
Juvenile 
 
Place into a lined crate and keep covered 
in a dark and quiet location. 

 
Adult 
 
Keep adult birds in a lined animal crate or cage 
and covered in a quiet area.  
 

 
Adult 
 
Place animals in a suitable lined crate and 
keep covered in a dark quiet place. Refer 
to the wildlife contact list in your QFC 
Folder for a carer who specialises in 
reptiles. 
 

 
Adult  
 
Place into a lined crate and keep covered 
in a dark and quiet location. 

 
Feeding 
 
Providing food and water is generally not 
required during short periods (2-3 hrs) though 
this should be reconsidered if animals need to 
held longer. Consult the vet and/or carer for 
further advice on how to proceed. 
 

 
Feeding 
 
Newly hatched reptiles may require 
feeding if kept overnight. Consult with 
QFC for further advice. Snakes and turtles 
will not require feeding but water should 
be made available. 
 

 
Feeding 
 
Providing food and water is generally not 
required during short periods (2-3 hrs) 
though this should be reconsidered if 
animals need to be held longer. Consult 
the carer for further advice on how to 
proceed. 
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4.2 First Aid 

 

Animals suffering from serious injuries or illness encountered on the project should be passed on to 
veterinary care as soon as possible.  In the interim a licensed fauna spotter/catcher can provide first 
aid for the animal and organise suitable transportation.  
 
If a seriously sick or injured animal is encountered the fauna spotter/catcher should: 
 

1. Keep the animal calm by placing into an animal crate and keeping it covered in a dark and 
quiet location. Isolate any nearby threats such as domestic animals or predators. 

2. Quickly and thoroughly inspect the animal for trauma. If the injuries are not serious enough 
to require euthanasia administer the basic first aid as a minimum (but only if capable to do 
so) 

 

Representative first aid that may be administered by a fauna spotter/catcher is provided in Table 5. 
 

Table 5: Wildlife First Aid 
 

Ailment First Aid 

Bleeding Using material that is clean and sanitary, apply direct pressure to the affected area. 
Bandages can be used to hold material in place until vet treatment can be sought. 
Veterinarian treatment should be sought for further assistance as soon as possible. 

Broken limbs House the animal in a suitably sized animal crate with towels under the animal for 
comfort. Keep the crate covered and in a quiet location. Proceed to a veterinarian for 
further assistance as soon as possible. 

Injured tails House the animal in a suitably sized animal crate with towels under the animal for 
comfort. Keep the crate covered and in a quiet location. Proceed to a veterinarian for 
further assistance as soon as possible. 

Concussions House the animal in a suitably sized animal crate with towels under the animal for 

comfort. Keep the crate covered and in a quiet location.  Proceed to a veterinarian for 

further assistance as soon as possible. 
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4.3 Euthanasia 

 

Section 12 of the code details how to determine when euthanasia is required and how to euthanise 
animals ethically. The following standards as listed under the code are to be followed when 
assessing whether euthanasia is required: 

• The euthanasia of wildlife where required is to be provided for by all wildlife rehabilitators; 

• Euthanasia without exception is to be carried out when: 
 

o Significant pain or suffering is to be alleviated where it is not able to be managed by a 
vet; 

o Further treatment is not practical, or recovery is not expected in a way in which the 
animal can be successfully rehabilitated back to the wild; 

o Resources are not available to provide appropriate care or an acceptable quality of life 
throughout the likely rehabilitation period. 

 

• Animals that are suffering and have a poor prognosis for survival must be euthanised rather 
than left to die from the injury or illness. Failure to undertake appropriate action is a breach 
of the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001. 

• Unless permission has been granted by the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection for the animal to enter the Queensland Species Management Plan (QSMP) or  
otherwise advised by the DEHP Wildlife Management Director, animals must be euthanised 
when: 
 
o An orphaned animal is not viable or likely to be rehabilitated; 
o No suitable release locations are available; 
o The ability for an animal to reproduce is lost due to an injury, disease or surgical 

procedure; 
o The ability to move freely or normally (i.e. run, climb, crawl, hop, fly or swim) is 

permanently impaired. Examples are: a missing or impaired limb, wing, foot or tail that 
would significantly impair the animal’s ability to survive in the wild; 

o The ability to sense environment (i.e. see, smell, fell, taste or hear) is permanently 
impaired. For example: missing or injured organ such as an eye, ear or nose that would 
significantly impair the animal’s ability to survive in the wild; 

o The ability to catch, find or handle food is permanently impaired; 
o Its advanced age renders it unlikely to survive in the wild. 
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5. Wildlife Storage & Housing Plan 
 

For wildlife requiring storage, temporary housing and transportation to release sites and/or to a 
wildlife carer or veterinarian, guidelines set out in the Code of Practice and QFC’s Animal Ethics 
Permit will be followed.  
 
Dependent on the species of animal and condition of the animal, temporary storage and housing of 
animals will be as follows: 

 

Calico bags: Calico bags will be used to temporarily house fauna such as snakes, lizards and small 
mammals (including microbats), Bags will range in size from 200mm x 200mm to 600mm x 1800mm. 
Bag selection will vary according to the size of animals to be placed in them. In the case of snakes, 
a “hoop bag” may be used to facilitate capture. The hoop is approximately 500mm in diameter 
attached to a handle. The bag is placed around the hoop ensuring a greater area in which to pass 
the snake through into the bag. 

 

Plastic holding tubs/containers/animal crate: Plastic holding tubs/containers/crates will be used to 
temporarily house fauna such as snakes, lizards, frogs, small mammals and birds (Plastic holding 
tubs/containers/crates will range in size from 150mm x 150mm x 120mm to 500mmx 400mm x  

 

400mm. Plastic holding tubs/containers/crates selection will vary according to the size and number 
of animals to be placed in them. 

 
In addition to this, material is used to line the tub/crate to ensure the animals won’t lose its footing. 
This may include folded towels on the bottom of the crate or a fitted pad. These items are washed 
between each use to reduce the spread of disease/parasites. 
 
Section 9 of the Code relates to how transportation of wildlife should be undertaken. The following 
will be adhered to when transporting wildlife to the vet and/or carer: 
 

• Additional pain or distress of the animal is to be avoided; 

• Wildlife should only be transported when necessary; 

• Transport containers must be appropriate for the species (size, strength and behaviour of 

species being moved; 

• Transport containers must be designed and maintained in a way as to: 

 
o Prevent injury; 

o Prevent escape; 

o Prevent rolling/tipping during transit; 

o Prevent damage to plumage (feathers); 

o Be hygienic; 

o  Minimise stress and 

o Be suitably ventilated. 
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• Non-compatible species must not be transported in a manner which allows for visual or 

physical contact; 

• Containers must be secured to prevent movement and provide protection from direct 

sunlight, wind and rain; 

Venomous, dangerous or potentially disease transmitting animals must be clearly marked with 
warning labels (i.e. Caution – ‘venomous snake’ or ‘live bat’) and be locked and secured. 
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6. Wildlife Release & Disposal Plan 
 

Retained bushland lies to the south and east of the clearing area and contains similar habitat types 
suitable for species likely to be encountered when clearing.  
 
With the exception of highly mobile species such as birds and macropods where natural relocation 
may occur, it will be necessary for the fauna spotter/catcher to translocate the majority of fauna 
found into suitable habitat within these areas. A map of the intended release site can be viewed in 
Appendix B. 
 
In regard to all fauna capture and disposal activities conducted on the project the following 
records will be made: 
 

a. species;  
b. identification name or number;  
c. sex (M, F, or unknown);  
d. approximate age or age class (neonate, juvenile, sub‐adult, adult);  
e. time and date of capture;  
f. method of capture;  
g. exact point of capture (GPS point);  
h. state of health;  
i. incidents associated with capture likely to affect the animal;  
j. veterinary intervention or treatments;  
k. time held in captivity;  
l. disposal (euthanasia, re‐release, translocation etc);  
m. date and time of disposal;  
n. details of disposal (if released, exact point of release GPS);  
o. for released animals: distance in metres from point of capture to point of release.  
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7. Post Works Impact Minimisation 
 

As the project area will be cleared of all vegetation, post works impact monitoring and/or impact 
minimisation is deemed not necessary.  
 
In the event that fauna is found on site post-works, it is recommended personnel contact QFC and 
a licensed and experienced wildlife consultant can be dispatched to remove and relocate the animal 
should it be necessary. QFC wildlife consultants are available 24/7 for fauna related call-outs in 
relation to this project.   
 
It is recommended that if any fauna, such as Kangaroos and Wallabies, are noted in the wider area 
and appear distressed post-works that QFC be contacted to further assess the situation.  
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8. Assessment, Conclusion and Fauna Management Recommendations 

 

A number of conclusions and recommendations are presented, with the specific intention of 
providing a comprehensive management structure to facilitate minimal impact to fauna during the 
clearing of vegetation and subsequent disturbance of habitats. The directives given by Fauna Spotter 
Catchers should embrace a “best practice” approach which includes implementation of proven 
specific management techniques for identified habitat types and compliance with legislation 
relevant to the activity. 
 
Fauna management is presented here specific to EVNT & SLC fauna, general terrestrial and arboreal 
fauna and aquatic fauna. Although each is treated separately, overlap does occur within target 
techniques providing a comprehensive approach for target species of all conservation significance.  
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10.  Appendix A: Intended Direction of Clearing 
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11. Appendix B: Intended Release Sites for Wildlife 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Project Background 

 
Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to conduct a Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey and present a subsequent report Grampian Drive 
Clearing – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights, Queensland.  The site location is presented in Map 1. 
 

The objective of this report is to summarise the existing fauna values present and assign mitigatory 
strategies applicable to probable species likely to be encountered during the clearing of identified 
habitats throughout or within specific localities of the site. Fauna species both common and of 
elevated conservation value have been considered within the parameters of onsite investigations 
and, where provided to QFC, include review of current fauna and floristic reports that may influence 
the assemblages expected to utilise the micro habitats evident within the site.  
 
This review encompasses species identified under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. Further consideration is given, where applicable, to species of iconic, cultural 
and/or regional significance identified under commonwealth, state or local planning instruments 
aimed at the persistence of biodiversity values within the area.  
 

Map 1: Locality Plan 
 

 
 
 

Source: Extracted from Vegetation Clearing & Fauna Management Plan, Deebing Heights (Saunders Havill Group, 2024) 
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1.2 Current Permits and Authorities 

 
All activities conducted during the site investigations were implemented under the provisions of 
several permits issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the Department of Environment, 
Science and Innovation (DESI), and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). These 
permits and additional authorities are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Current Permits and authorities issued to QFC 
 

Permit/Authorisation Permit Number Expiry Date 

 
Damage Mitigation Permit 

 

 
WA0047114 

 
31st October 2025 

 
Rehabilitation Permit 

 
WA0054295 13th September 2026 

 
Scientific Purposes Permit 

 
WA0032325 3rd March 2026 

 
Scientific User Registration 

 
Registration Number 589 27th February 2025 

 
Animal Ethics 

 
CA 2022/01/1569 27th February 2025 

General Fisheries Permit  262922 10th May 2026 

 

These permits and approvals enable QFC to conduct the investigation, observation and relocation 
of protected animals exposed to disturbance due to infrastructure expansion resulting in the 
destruction of natural and artificial habitats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fauna Spotter Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey                     Winslow  
Grampian Drive Clearing - Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights 
 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd 6 

 

2. Methodology 

 
A site inspection was carried out on 18th February 2025 by Qld Fauna Consultancy. A standard set 
of observational techniques aimed at maximising the detection of fauna and the probable habitats 
they may occupy were employed to ascertain and identify the current fauna values throughout the 
project area. Where species of elevated conservation significance were foreseen as potentially 
present targeted searches were instigated to further evaluate individual species habitat.  
 
Due to the habitat variability expressed across the development site the composition of 
investigations may include a range of features that entail specific components indicative of the 
presence of particular species or faunal groups. This may include where evident, observation of 
activity or signs of both historical and current use. 
 
These may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Identification of terrestrial microhabitats such as ground hollows, rock, burrows, leaf litter, 
stands of heavy vegetation, fallen branches and bark exfoliations; 

• Identification of arboreal micro habitats including basal, trunk and limb hollows, tree 
fissures, bark exfoliates and arboreal termitaria; 

• Identification of constructed arboreal micro habitats including bird nests and Ringtail 
Possum dreys; 

• Artificial habitats including but not limited to ornamental gardens, discarded rubbish, human 
dwellings and other infrastructure; 

• Observation and investigation of aquatic habitats including dams, soaks, creeks, rivers and 
seasonally inundated vegetation communities. Artificial aquatic habitats may include 
constructed drains and culverts. Further components of interest include bank profiles and 
undercuts, submerged and/or exposed timber and rock, immediate aquatic and riparian 
vegetation, surfacing animals, nesting and/or feeding birds; 

• Direct observation of active or exposed fauna within terrestrial, aquatic and arboreal 
habitats; 

• Identification of scats, tracks and scratchings to determine fauna potentially present or to 
have historically utilised the site for either transient or longer-term life history purposes. 
 
 

2.1 Specific methodology for Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus 

 
Due to specific requirements and the cryptic nature of the Koala the following techniques were 
employed to assist in ascertaining the current and historical presence/absence status of the species 
at the site: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas. 
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3. Findings 
 

The findings endeavor to demarcate the existing habitat profiles and the features present into three 
distinct groups: terrestrial, arboreal and aquatic. All habitat features present onsite are noted, 
however it is probable additional features will be present with these being accounted for during the 
Fauna Spotter Catcher process to be applied to all vegetation clearing across the site. 

 
3.1 Terrestrial Habitat Features  

 
The terrestrial fauna values of the site consist of a variety of different components and microhabitat 
features.  This includes an open low-level understorey of Eucalypt, (Figure 1), with sections 
exhibiting dense cover provided by dense grass (Figure 2) and weed species such as Lantana Lantana 
camara. These features represent a moderate terrestrial fauna habitat value for numerous common 
reptile, amphibian and small mammal species.   
 

Dense leaf litter and bark exfoliations (Figure 3) also feature on site being present in abundance and 
at variable depths, providing both refugial opportunities and microhabitat connectivity that can be 
exploited by a number of different native terrestrial vertebrate and invertebrate species.   
 

Further the site exhibits small amounts of woody debris (Figure 4) which may provide habitat 
opportunities for reptiles and small mammals.  
 

Terrestrial termite mounds of various sizes and conditions are frequent across the site, with several 
mounds exhibiting excavations (Figure 5 and Figure 6). Some mounds exhibited excavations that are 
likely indicative of Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus foraging activities and Lace 
Monitor Varanus varius breeding activities. These mounds may also provide refugial opportunities 
for reptile and mammal species. 
 

Mammal assemblages may comprise both native and introduced species. Macropod species likely 
to occur on site include the Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus and Red-necked Wallaby 
Notamacropus rufogriseus. Other native mammals which may occur on site include the Northern 
Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus which may be present in localities with significant vegetative 
ground cover.  
 

These features collectively contribute to the potential presence of a wide variety of native fauna 
species utilising the area for refugial, foraging and other resources. Probable species include the 
Wall Skink Cryptoblepharus pulcher, Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink Lampropholis delicata, Eastern 
Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua scincoides, Common Tree Snake Dendrelaphis punctulata, Coastal 
Carpet Python Morelia spilota mcdowelli, Eastern Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis, Red-Bellied 
Black Snake Pseudechis porphyriacus, Eastern Bearded Dragon Pogona barbata and the Striped 
Marsh Frog Limnodynastes peronii.  
 

GPS coordinates for identified terrestrial habitat features are shown in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Localities for identified terrestrial habitat features 

 

Number Habitat Feature 
GPS Coordinates  

(Latitude, Longitude) 

1 Terrestrial Termitaria -27.68457568060307,152.75959201705095 

2 Terrestrial Termitaria  -27.685073401311946,152.75992536623545 
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Figure 1: Open low-level understory  Figure 2: Dense Grass  

  

Figure 3: Dense leaf litter and bark exfoliations Figure 4: Woody debris 

 
 

 
 Figure 5: Terrestrial termite mound  

 

Figure 6: Terrestrial termite mound  



Fauna Spotter Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey                     Winslow  
Grampian Drive Clearing - Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights 
 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd 10 

     

3.2 Arboreal Habitat Features  

 
The clearance site consists predominantly of regrowth Eucalypt (Figure 7).  Onsite trees exhibit 
potential feeding and nesting resources for a number of bird and mammal species. The intermittent 
contiguous canopy structure may be facilitative of arboreal progression for species such as Common 
Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula and Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus.  
 
Hollow-bearing trees (Figure 8), and fissures are present in the clearance area, which may provide 
habitat opportunities for arboreal mammals, reptiles, and birds. Exfoliating bark (Figure 9) on tree 
trunks may provide refugial opportunities for reptile species including skinks and geckos.  
 
No avian stick nests were located during the inspection; however, further inspections are 
recommended immediately prior to clearing commencement. A number of avian species were 
observed utilising the site at the time of the inspection (foraging or perching) these species are 
presented in Table 4. 
 
No Possum dreys were located during the inspection, however, the dense vegetation structure in 
some areas may have concealed visibility and further inspections are recommended immediately 
prior to clearing commencement.  
 
Koala food trees located in the clearance area include Eucalyptus tereticornis, and Corymbia 
citriodora. However, no evidence was observed to indicate recent use of these trees by koalas. No 
koala scats were found during ‘drip zone’ searches and characteristic scratchings were not found 
during trunk investigations. A Koala habitat values map for the clearance area is presented in 
Appendix A. 
 
GPS coordinates for identified arboreal habitat features are shown in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Localities for identified arboreal habitat features 
 

Number Habitat Feature GPS Coordinates (Latitude, Longitude) 

1 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.684323368619832,152.75941710002044 

2 Hollow Bearing Tree -27.684531450111795,152.75955614832336 

 
 

Table 4: Arboreal Fauna Species Observed 
 

Number Common Name and Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 

NCA EPBC 

1 Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen Least Concern  Not Listed  

2 Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca Least Concern  Not Listed  

3 Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala Least Concern  Not Listed  

4 Torresian Crow Corvus orru Least Concern  Not Listed  
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Figure 7: Regrowth Eucalypt wood Figure 8: Hollow bearing tree   
 

  

Figure 9: Exfoliating bark  
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3.3 Endangered, Vulnerable and Near Threatened (EVNT) & Special Least Concern (SLC) Species  

 
It is not envisaged that any EVNT or SLC fauna species will be detrimentally impacted by the 
proposed works. However, one species identified within the Online EPBC Protected Matters Report 
(Appendix B), and the Queensland Government Wildlife Online Search Tool (Appendix C) were 
considered possible to occur within the site and will require further mitigation during clearing 
activities.  
 
Evidence was not found during the site inspection to indicate recent Koala use; the species has not 
previously been recorded in the area. The site does not contain habitat identified as Core Koala 
Habitat under the Koala Habitat in South East Queensland mapping sourced from the Queensland 
Globe online search tool (see Appendix A). 
 
It is advised that dedicated methodologies be employed by a qualified Fauna Spotter specific to the 
detection of these identified species prior to vegetation clearing activities.  
 

Table 6: Significant species deemed possible to occur within the clearance survey area 
 

 
Common Name 
Scientific Name 

 
Species Information 

 
Likelihood of Occurrence 
within the Clearance Survey 
area 
 

Mammals 

 
Koala 
Phascolarctos cinereus 
 
EPBC: Endangered 
NCA: Endangered 

 

 

Inhabits a range of open forest and woodland communities 
which may include any of the following noted food trees: 
Eucalyptus, Corymbia, Melaleuca, Angophora and 
Lophostemon. 
 
 

 
Unlikely 
Known food trees for the transient 
Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 
occur on the clearance site and the 
species is well documented within 
the area. 
 

 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Tachyglossus aculeatus 
 
EPBC: Not Listed 
NCA: Special Least Concern 

 

 
Inhabits a broad range of habitat types across Australia 
where there is a supply of ants or termites. Echidnas will 
shelter within hollow logs, under bushes and debris (Van 
Dyck & Strahan 2008). 

 
Possible 
Suitable feeding resources occur 
onsite and evidence of diggings 
observed onsite.  
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4. Assessment, Conclusion and Fauna Management Recommendations 

 

A number of conclusions and recommendations are presented, with the specific intention of 
providing a comprehensive management structure to facilitate minimal impact to fauna during the 
clearing of vegetation and subsequent disturbance of habitats. The directives given by Fauna Spotter 
Catchers should embrace a “best practice” approach which includes implementation of proven 
specific management techniques for identified habitat types and compliance with legislation 
relevant to the activity. 
 
Fauna management is presented here specific to EVNT fauna, general terrestrial and arboreal fauna 
and aquatic fauna. Although each is treated separately, overlap does occur within target techniques 
providing a comprehensive approach for target species of all conservation significance.  
 
 
4.1 EVNT and SLC Fauna 

 
It is not envisaged that any species, listed under the provisions of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 or the Nature Conservation Act 1992, other than those listed in 
Table 6, will require specific management during vegetation clearing activities.    
 
However, specific management for those identified EVNT or SLC species will include targeted 
investigations immediately prior to vegetation removal activities on each day of clearing and 
subsequently whilst clearing takes place. Preliminary investigations will be supported by additional 
monitoring applied during clearing activities with a designated fauna spotter operating with each 
machine actively involved in vegetation or identified habitat disturbance. These should include the 
following: 
 
Koala:  
As favoured Koala food trees on site exceed a diameter of 100mm at 1.3 metres from the ground, 
requirements under the Koala Plan’s ‘Koala Habitat Area’ provisions trigger the need for inspection 
and monitoring during vegetation clearing by a qualified Fauna Spotter.  
 
Historically known to occur within the area the Koala will feature highly in daily search efforts with 
a dedicated and detailed methodology employed.  
 
Direct observational methodology will include the following components: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas; 

• Repeat observations made of single trees from numerous angles at repeated times 
throughout the clearing activities by the assigned fauna spotter. 
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In the event a Koala is detected; the Fauna Spotter will determine the appropriate course of action 
with exclusion zones implemented and alterations to the clearing plan discussed with the Site 
Supervisor. Once defined, these directions will be communicated to the plant operators and clearing 
will proceed in accordance with the recommendations made. 
 
Changes to Koala management strategies highlighted in the Nature Conservation (Koala) 
Conservation Plan 2017 have resulted in particular conditions placed on vegetation clearance 
involving the removal of Koala food trees. These provisions entail an increased responsibility by 
developers and land clearance operators alike to ensure the welfare of potentially present Koalas in 
areas identified as having significance for the persistence of this species. 
 
Where significance under planning instruments is assigned provisions may include the restriction of 
all clearance that directly interferes with any tree a Koala is residing in or surrounding trees that, 
when felled, may impact on the crown of the host tree. Koalas are to leave via their own volition 
through a corridor designated by the Fauna Spotter to the closest remaining suitable habitat.  
 
Throughout this time, the Koala may not be interfered with by any means unless special 
dispensation has been sought through the appropriate government body or where the Koala is 
evidently in a state of compromised health. Only when Koalas have vacated a tree can clearance 
operations include the identified host tree and surrounding vegetation which composes the 
established exclusion zone. Recommendations made by the Fauna Spotter on site will embrace 
these provisions. 
 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Although no individuals were observed during the survey, evidence of echidna use had been 
observed during inspections by QFC and would see possibility for the Short-beaked Echidna to be 
encountered during clearing activities.  
 
The following recommendations are made for management of potentially occurring Short-beaked 
Echidna: 

• Daily inspection of areas to be cleared for transient individuals. 

• Inspection daily for potential burrow sites. 

• Monitored dismantling of identified microhabitats by fauna spotters with machinery 
assistance. 

 
A DES approved Fauna Spotter should be in attendance throughout all disturbance of vegetation 
associated with identified EVNT habitats. No clearing is to commence prior to the Fauna Spotter 
being satisfied all required investigations have been undertaken within the designated areas to be 
cleared.  
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4.2 General Terrestrial and Arboreal Fauna 
 
Overall the site contains medium to high value refugial opportunities for arboreal and terrestrial 
fauna species (see Section 3.1 and 3.2). The species expected within the site are likely to primarily 
reflect common fauna assemblages for the region however provisions are proposed directly for 
common fauna and species of conservation significance.    
 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a DES approved Fauna Spotter 
prior to vegetation clearing and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. Terrestrial load reduction activities will be conducted ahead of the clearing front where 
possible. Fauna captured will be relocated to adjacent habitat consistent with the life history 
requirements of the species requiring translocation. 
 
4.3 Felling Procedures  
 
Trees identified as having potential fauna values (such as hollows, fissures and exfoliating bark) will 
be clearly identified and subsequently marked for supervision during felling and inspected once 
felled. Efforts will be made to determine potentially occupant species by way of investigations for 
indicative signs (scats, scratchings and tracks) on the day(s) of clearing. Where no signs are found or 
potentially occupant species are undeterminable, machinery operators will be instructed to fell 
trees in a manner directed at minimising the potential risk of injury to fauna.  
 
All identified micro habitats will be inspected via ground based observation and the direction of 
felling will be determined considering the safety of personnel, machinery and potentially occupant 
fauna. Felling procedures will see implementation of a soft felling technique specifically constructed 
by QFC to achieve minimal deceleration and impact upon felling. This will be achieved under 
direction of the Fauna Spotter present directly communicating with the plant operator(s). 
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6. Appendix A: Koala Habitat Values 
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8. Appendix C: WildNet Species List  
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Project Background 

 
Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to conduct a Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey and present a subsequent report for South Place 
Stage 3 Basin – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights.  The site location is presented in Map 1. 
 

The objective of this report is to summarise the existing fauna values present and assign mitigatory 
strategies applicable to probable species likely to be encountered during the clearing of identified 
habitats throughout or within specific localities of the site. Fauna species both common and of 
elevated conservation value have been considered within the parameters of onsite investigations 
and, where provided to QFC, include review of current fauna and floristic reports that may influence 
the assemblages expected to utilise the micro habitats evident within the site.  
 
This review encompasses species identified under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. Further consideration is given, where applicable, to species of iconic, cultural 
and/or regional significance identified under commonwealth, state or local planning instruments 
aimed at the persistence of biodiversity values within the area.  
 
 

Map 1: Locality Plan 

 
Source: Provided by Joshua Pholi via email on 23rd January 2025  
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1.2 Current Permits and Authorities 

 
All activities conducted during the site investigations were implemented under the provisions of 
several permits issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the Department of Environment, 
Science and Innovation (DESI), and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). These 
permits and additional authorities are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Current Permits and authorities issued to QFC 
 

Permit/Authorisation Permit Number Expiry Date 

 
Damage Mitigation Permit 

 

 
WA0047114 

 
31st October 2025 

 
Rehabilitation Permit 

 
WA0054295 13th September 2026 

 
Scientific Purposes Permit 

 
WA0032325 3rd March 2026 

 
Scientific User Registration 

 
Registration Number 589 27th February 2025 

 
Animal Ethics 

 
CA 2022/01/1569 27th February 2025 

General Fisheries Permit  262922 10th May 2026 

 

These permits and approvals enable QFC to conduct the investigation, observation and relocation 
of protected animals exposed to disturbance due to infrastructure expansion resulting in the 
destruction of natural and artificial habitats. 
 

2. Methodology 

 
A site inspection was carried out on 28th January 2025 by Qld Fauna Consultancy. A standard set of 
observational techniques aimed at maximising the detection of fauna and the probable habitats 
they may occupy were employed to ascertain and identify the current fauna values throughout the 
project area. Where species of elevated conservation significance where foreseen as potentially 
present targeted searches were instigated to further evaluate individual species habitat.  
 
Due to the habitat variability expressed across the development site the composition of 
investigations may include a range of features that entail specific components indicative of the 
presence of particular species or faunal groups. This may include where evident, observation of 
activity or signs of both historical and current use. 
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These may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Identification of terrestrial microhabitats such as ground hollows, rock, burrows, leaf litter, 
stands of heavy vegetation, fallen branches and bark exfoliations; 

• Identification of arboreal micro habitats including basal, trunk and limb hollows, tree 
fissures, bark exfoliates and arboreal termitaria; 

• Identification of constructed arboreal micro habitats including bird nests and Ringtail 
Possum dreys; 

• Artificial habitats including but not limited to ornamental gardens, discarded rubbish, human 
dwellings and other infrastructure; 

• Observation and investigation of aquatic habitats including dams, soaks, creeks, rivers and 
seasonally inundated vegetation communities. Artificial aquatic habitats may include 
constructed drains and culverts. Further components of interest include bank profiles and 
undercuts, submerged and/or exposed timber and rock, immediate aquatic and riparian 
vegetation, surfacing animals, nesting and/or feeding birds; 

• Direct observation of active or exposed fauna within terrestrial, aquatic and arboreal 
habitats; 

• Identification of scats, tracks and scratchings to determine fauna potentially present or to 
have historically utilised the site for either transient or longer-term life history purposes. 
 
 

2.1 Specific methodology for Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus 

 
Due to specific requirements and the cryptic nature of the Koala the following techniques were 
employed to assist in ascertaining the current and historical presence/absence status of the species 
at the site: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas. 
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3. Findings 
 

The findings endeavor to demarcate the existing habitat profiles and the features present into three 
distinct groups: terrestrial, arboreal and aquatic. All habitat features present onsite are noted, 
however it is probable additional features will be present with these being accounted for during the 
Fauna Spotter Catcher process to be applied to all vegetation clearing across the site. 

 
3.1 Terrestrial Habitat Features  

 
The terrestrial fauna values of the site consist of a variety of different components and microhabitat 
features.  This includes an open low-level understorey of Eucalypt, Acacia, and Soap Tree Alphitonia 
excelsa regrowth (Figure 1), with sections exhibiting dense cover provided by dense grass (Figure 2) 
and weed species such as Lantana Lantana camara (Figure 3) and Creeping Lantana Lantana 
montevidensis. These features represent a moderate terrestrial fauna habitat value for numerous 
common reptile, amphibian and small mammal species.   
 
Dense leaf litter and bark exfoliations also feature on site being present in abundance and at variable 
depths, providing both refugial opportunities and microhabitat connectivity that can be exploited 
by a number of different native terrestrial vertebrate and invertebrate species.   
 
Further the site exhibits woody debris (Figure 4) that may provide habitat opportunities for reptiles 
and small mammals. Scattered rocks and rock piles are also present contributing to the provision of 
a variety of thermal and moisture gradients that can be exploited by a number of terrestrial species.  
 
Mammal assemblages may comprise both native and introduced species. Macropod presence 
within the clearance zone was indicated by tracks (Figure 5). Macropod species likely to occur on 
site include the Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus and Red-necked Wallaby 
Notamacropus rufogriseus. Other native mammals which may occur on site include the Northern 
Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus which may be present in localities with significant vegetative 
ground cover.  
 
These features collectively contribute to the potential presence of a wide variety of native fauna 
species utilising the area for refugial, foraging and other resources. Probable species include the 
Wall Skink Cryptoblepharus pulcher, Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink Lampropholis delicata, Eastern 
Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua scincoides, Common Tree Snake Dendrelaphis punctulata, Coastal 
Carpet Python Morelia spilota mcdowelli, Eastern Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis, Red-Bellied 
Black Snake Pseudechis porphyriacus, Eastern Bearded Dragon Pogona barbata and the Striped 
Marsh Frog Limnodynastes peronii.  
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Figure 1: Understory  Figure 2: Dense grass  

 
 

Figure 3: Lantana Lantana camara Figure 4: Woody debris  

 
 

 

Figure 5: Macropod tracks  
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3.2 Arboreal Habitat Features  

 
The clearance site consists predominantly of regrowth Eucalypt and Melaleuca woodland (Figure 6).  
Onsite trees exhibit potential feeding and nesting resources for a number of bird and mammal 
species. The intermittent contiguous canopy structure (Figure 7), combined with vine growth within 
some of the vegetation represented may be facilitative of arboreal progression for species such as 
Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula and Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus 
peregrinus.  
 
No hollow-bearing trees, stag trees, and fissures were present in the clearance area. Exfoliating bark 
on tree trunks (Figure 8) may provide refugial opportunities for reptile species including skinks and 
geckos.  
 
No avian stick nests were located during the, however, further inspections are recommended 
immediately prior to clearing commencement. A number of avian species were observed utilising 
the site at the time of the inspection (foraging or perching) these species are presented in Table 4.  
 
No Possum dreys were located during the inspection, however, the dense vegetation structure in 
some areas may have concealed visibility and further inspections are recommended immediately 
prior to clearing commencement. 
 
Koala food trees located in the clearance area include Eucalyptus tereticornis, E. acmenoides, E. 
carnea and Corymbia citriodora. However, no evidence was observed to indicate recent use of these 
trees by koalas. No koala scats were found during ‘drip zone’ searches and characteristic scratchings 
were not found during trunk investigations. A Koala habitat values map for the clearance area is 
presented in Appendix A. 
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Table 4: Arboreal Fauna Species Observed 
 

Number Common Name and Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 

NCA EPBC 

1 Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen Least Concern  Not Listed  

2 Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala Least Concern  Not Listed  

3 Torresian crow Corvus orru Least Concern  Not Listed  

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6: Regrowth eucalypt  Figure 7: Intermittent canopy   
 

Figure 8: Exfoliating bark  
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3.3 Aquatic Habitat Features  

 
 A deep creek line is present within the clearance area (Figure 10 and Figure 11).  The creek was 
retaining pockets of water at the time of the inspection and exhibited sparse to dense riparian 
vegetation. Additionally, small to large cracks and holes (Figure 12) are present within bank of the 
creek, which may provide refugial opportunities for reptiles and small mammals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10: Creek Figure 11: Creek 
 

 
 

Figure 12: Large crack in bank  
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3.4 Endangered, Vulnerable and Near Threatened (EVNT) Species  

 
It is not envisaged that any EVNT fauna species will be detrimentally impacted by the proposed 
works. No species identified within the Online EPBC Protected Matters Report (Appendix B) and the 
Queensland Government Wildlife Online Search Tool (Appendix C) were considered possible to 
occur within the site and will not require further mitigation during clearing activities.  
 
It is advised that dedicated methodologies be employed by a qualified Fauna Spotter specific to the 
detection of these identified species prior to vegetation clearing activities.  
 

4. Assessment, Conclusion and Fauna Management Recommendations 

 

A number of conclusions and recommendations are presented, with the specific intention of 
providing a comprehensive management structure to facilitate minimal impact to fauna during the 
clearing of vegetation and subsequent disturbance of habitats. The directives given by Fauna Spotter 
Catchers should embrace a “best practice” approach which includes implementation of proven 
specific management techniques for identified habitat types and compliance with legislation 
relevant to the activity. 
 
Fauna management is presented here specific to EVNT fauna, general terrestrial and arboreal fauna 
and aquatic fauna. Although each is treated separately, overlap does occur within target techniques 
providing a comprehensive approach for target species of all conservation significance.  
 
 
4.1 EVNT Fauna 

 
It is not envisaged that any species, listed under the provisions of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 or the Nature Conservation Act 1992, will require specific 
management during vegetation clearing activities.    
 
However, specific management for those identified EVNT species will include targeted 
investigations immediately prior to vegetation removal activities on each day of clearing and 
subsequently whilst clearing takes place. Preliminary investigations will be supported by additional 
monitoring applied during clearing activities with a designated fauna spotter operating with each 
machine actively involved in vegetation or identified habitat disturbance. These should include the 
following: 
 
A DES approved Fauna Spotter should be in attendance throughout all disturbance of vegetation 
associated with identified EVNT habitats. No clearing is to commence prior to the Fauna Spotter 
being satisfied all required investigations have been undertaken within the designated areas to be 
cleared.  
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4.2 General Terrestrial and Arboreal Fauna 
 
Overall the site contains low to medium value refugial opportunities for arboreal and terrestrial 
fauna species (see Section 3.1 and 3.2). The species expected within the site are likely to primarily 
reflect common fauna assemblages for the region however provisions are proposed directly for 
common fauna and species of conservation significance.    
 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a DES approved Fauna Spotter 
prior to vegetation clearing and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. Terrestrial load reduction activities will be conducted ahead of the clearing front where 
possible. Fauna captured will be relocated to adjacent habitat consistent with the life history 
requirements of the species requiring translocation. 
 
4.3 Aquatic Fauna 

In the event dewatering is required the following recommendations are made to mitigate impacts to 
potentially occupant fauna: 
 

• Inspection of banks, peripheral vegetation and other immediate terrestrial microhabitats; 

• Identification of potential fauna values including: aquatic and sub-aquatic vegetation 
peripheral vegetation, logs, rocks, artificial structures, discarded rubbish and burrows; 

• Targeted searched for frog egg deposition sites on debris, bank edges, water surface and 
vegetation. 

 
4.4 Felling Procedures  
 
Trees identified as having potential fauna values (such as hollows, fissures and exfoliating bark) will 
be clearly identified and subsequently marked for supervision during felling and inspected once 
felled. Efforts will be made to determine potentially occupant species by way of investigations for 
indicative signs (scats, scratchings and tracks) on the day(s) of clearing. Where no signs are found or 
potentially occupant species are undeterminable, machinery operators will be instructed to fell 
trees in a manner directed at minimising the potential risk of injury to fauna.  
 
All identified micro habitats will be inspected via ground based observation and the direction of 
felling will be determined considering the safety of personnel, machinery and potentially occupant 
fauna. Felling procedures will see implementation of a soft felling technique specifically constructed 
by QFC to achieve minimal deceleration and impact upon felling. This will be achieved under 
direction of the Fauna Spotter present directly communicating with the plant operator(s). 
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8. Appendix C: WildNet Species List  
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Project Background 

 
Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to conduct a Fauna Spotter 
Catcher Pre-clearance and Habitat Values Survey and present a subsequent report for South Place 
Stage 3 Basin – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights.  The site location is presented in Map 1. 
 

The objective of this report is to summarise the existing fauna values present and assign mitigatory 
strategies applicable to probable species likely to be encountered during the clearing of identified 
habitats throughout or within specific localities of the site. Fauna species both common and of 
elevated conservation value have been considered within the parameters of onsite investigations 
and, where provided to QFC, include review of current fauna and floristic reports that may influence 
the assemblages expected to utilise the micro habitats evident within the site.  
 
This review encompasses species identified under the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. Further consideration is given, where applicable, to species of iconic, cultural 
and/or regional significance identified under commonwealth, state or local planning instruments 
aimed at the persistence of biodiversity values within the area.  
 
 

Map 1: Locality Plan 
 

 
 

Source: Provided by Joshua Pholi via email on 23rd January 2025  
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1.2 Current Permits and Authorities 

 
All activities conducted during the site investigations were implemented under the provisions of 
several permits issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the Department of Environment, 
Science and Innovation (DESI), and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). These 
permits and additional authorities are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Current Permits and authorities issued to QFC 
 

Permit/Authorisation Permit Number Expiry Date 

 
Damage Mitigation Permit 

 

 
WA0047114 

 
31st October 2025 

 
Rehabilitation Permit 

 
WA0054295 13th September 2026 

 
Scientific Purposes Permit 

 
WA0032325 3rd March 2026 

 
Scientific User Registration 

 
Registration Number 589 27th February 2025 

 
Animal Ethics 

 
CA 2022/01/1569 27th February 2025 

General Fisheries Permit  262922 10th May 2026 

 

These permits and approvals enable QFC to conduct the investigation, observation and relocation 
of protected animals exposed to disturbance due to infrastructure expansion resulting in the 
destruction of natural and artificial habitats. 
 

2. Methodology 

 
A site inspection was carried out on 28th January 2025 by Qld Fauna Consultancy. A standard set of 
observational techniques aimed at maximising the detection of fauna and the probable habitats 
they may occupy were employed to ascertain and identify the current fauna values throughout the 
project area. Where species of elevated conservation significance where foreseen as potentially 
present targeted searches were instigated to further evaluate individual species habitat.  
 
Due to the habitat variability expressed across the development site the composition of 
investigations may include a range of features that entail specific components indicative of the 
presence of particular species or faunal groups. This may include where evident, observation of 
activity or signs of both historical and current use. 
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These may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Identification of terrestrial microhabitats such as ground hollows, rock, burrows, leaf litter, 
stands of heavy vegetation, fallen branches and bark exfoliations; 

• Identification of arboreal micro habitats including basal, trunk and limb hollows, tree 
fissures, bark exfoliates and arboreal termitaria; 

• Identification of constructed arboreal micro habitats including bird nests and Ringtail 
Possum dreys; 

• Artificial habitats including but not limited to ornamental gardens, discarded rubbish, human 
dwellings and other infrastructure; 

• Observation and investigation of aquatic habitats including dams, soaks, creeks, rivers and 
seasonally inundated vegetation communities. Artificial aquatic habitats may include 
constructed drains and culverts. Further components of interest include bank profiles and 
undercuts, submerged and/or exposed timber and rock, immediate aquatic and riparian 
vegetation, surfacing animals, nesting and/or feeding birds; 

• Direct observation of active or exposed fauna within terrestrial, aquatic and arboreal 
habitats; 

• Identification of scats, tracks and scratchings to determine fauna potentially present or to 
have historically utilised the site for either transient or longer-term life history purposes. 
 
 

2.1 Specific methodology for Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus 

 
Due to specific requirements and the cryptic nature of the Koala the following techniques were 
employed to assist in ascertaining the current and historical presence/absence status of the species 
at the site: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees for individuals currently 
occupying the site; 

• 'Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 
equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas. 
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3. Findings 
 

The findings endeavor to demarcate the existing habitat profiles and the features present into three 
distinct groups: terrestrial, arboreal and aquatic. All habitat features present onsite are noted, 
however it is probable additional features will be present with these being accounted for during the 
Fauna Spotter Catcher process to be applied to all vegetation clearing across the site. 

 
3.1 Terrestrial Habitat Features  

 
The terrestrial fauna values of the site consist of a variety of different components and microhabitat 
features.  This includes an open low-level understorey of Eucalypt, Acacia, and Soap Tree Alphitonia 
excelsa regrowth (Figure 1), with sections exhibiting dense cover provided by dense grass and weed 
(Figure 2) species such as Lantana Lantana camara (Figure 3) and Creeping Lantana Lantana 
montevidensis. These features represent a moderate terrestrial fauna habitat value for numerous 
common reptile, amphibian and small mammal species.   
 
Dense leaf litter and bark exfoliations also feature on site being present in abundance and at variable 
depths, providing both refugial opportunities and microhabitat connectivity that can be exploited 
by a number of different native terrestrial vertebrate and invertebrate species.   
 
Further the site exhibits woody debris (Figure 4) that may provide habitat opportunities for reptiles 
and small mammals. Scattered rocks and rock piles are also present contributing to the provision of 
a variety of thermal and moisture gradients that can be exploited by a number of terrestrial species.  
 
Mammal assemblages may comprise both native and introduced species. Macropod presence 
within the clearance zone was indicated by tracks (Figure 5). Macropod species likely to occur on 
site include the Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus and Red-necked Wallaby 
Notamacropus rufogriseus. Other native mammals which may occur on site include the Northern 
Brown Bandicoot Isoodon macrourus which may be present in localities with significant vegetative 
ground cover.  
 
These features collectively contribute to the potential presence of a wide variety of native fauna 
species utilising the area for refugial, foraging and other resources. Probable species include the 
Wall Skink Cryptoblepharus pulcher, Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink Lampropholis delicata, Eastern 
Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua scincoides, Common Tree Snake Dendrelaphis punctulata, Coastal 
Carpet Python Morelia spilota mcdowelli, Eastern Brown Snake Pseudonaja textilis, Red-Bellied 
Black Snake Pseudechis porphyriacus, Eastern Bearded Dragon Pogona barbata and the Striped 
Marsh Frog Limnodynastes peronii. 
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Figure 1: Understory  Figure 2: Dense grass and weeds  

 
 

Figure 3: Lantana Lantana camara Figure 4: Woody debris  

 

 

 

Figure 5: Macropod tracks  
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3.2 Arboreal Habitat Features  

 
The clearance site consists predominantly of regrowth Eucalypt and Melaleuca woodland (Figure 6).  
Onsite trees exhibit potential feeding and nesting resources for a number of bird and mammal 
species. The intermittent contiguous canopy structure (Figure 7), combined with vine growth within 
some of the vegetation represented may be facilitative of arboreal progression for species such as 
Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula and Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus 
peregrinus.  
 
No hollow-bearing trees, stag trees, and fissures were present in the clearance area. Exfoliating bark 
on tree trunks (Figure 8) may provide refugial opportunities for reptile species including skinks and 
geckos.  
 
Arboreal termite mounds are also present across the site (Figure 9), suitable mounds were located 
with the potential for use as egg deposition and incubation sites by species such as the Lace Monitor 
Varanus varius (tracks sited during inspection (Figure10)), Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo 
novaeguineae, and Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus. Common Brushtail Possums Trichosurus 
vulpecula have also been known to utilise these features for shelter where hollows are not readily 
available.   
 
No avian stick nests were located during the, however, further inspections are recommended 
immediately prior to clearing commencement. A number of avian species were observed utilising 
the site at the time of the inspection (foraging or perching) these species are presented in Table 4.  
 
No Possum dreys were located during the inspection, however, the dense vegetation structure in 
some areas may have concealed visibility and further inspections are recommended immediately 
prior to clearing commencement. 
 
Koala food trees located in the clearance area include Eucalyptus tereticornis, E. acmenoides, E. 
carnea and Corymbia citriodora. However, no evidence was observed to indicate recent use of these 
trees by koalas. No koala scats were found during ‘drip zone’ searches and characteristic scratchings 
were not found during trunk investigations. A Koala habitat values map for the clearance area is 
presented in Appendix A. 
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Figure 6: Regrowth eucalypt  
 

Figure 7: Intermittent canopy  
 

  

Figure 8: Exfoliating bark  
 

Figure 9: Arboreal termite mounds 

 

 

Figure 10: Lace Monitor Varanus varius tracks 
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Table 4: Arboreal Fauna Species Observed 
 

Number Common Name and Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 

NCA EPBC 

1 Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen Least Concern  Not Listed  

2 Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala Least Concern  Not Listed  

3 Torresian crow Corvus orru Least Concern  Not Listed  
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3.3 Endangered, Vulnerable and Near Threatened (EVNT) & Species  

 
It is not envisaged that any EVNT fauna species will be detrimentally impacted by the proposed 
works. No species identified within the Online EPBC Protected Matters Report (Appendix B) and the 
Queensland Government Wildlife Online Search Tool (Appendix C) were considered possible to 
occur within the site and will not require further mitigation during clearing activities.  
 
It is advised that dedicated methodologies be employed by a qualified Fauna Spotter specific to the 
detection of these identified species prior to vegetation clearing activities.  
 

4. Assessment, Conclusion and Fauna Management Recommendations 

 

A number of conclusions and recommendations are presented, with the specific intention of 
providing a comprehensive management structure to facilitate minimal impact to fauna during the 
clearing of vegetation and subsequent disturbance of habitats. The directives given by Fauna Spotter 
Catchers should embrace a “best practice” approach which includes implementation of proven 
specific management techniques for identified habitat types and compliance with legislation 
relevant to the activity. 
 
Fauna management is presented here specific to EVNT fauna, general terrestrial and arboreal fauna. 
Although each is treated separately, overlap does occur within target techniques providing a 
comprehensive approach for target species of all conservation significance.  
 
 
4.1 EVNT Fauna 

 
It is not envisaged that any species, listed under the provisions of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 or the Nature Conservation Act 1992, will require specific 
management during vegetation clearing activities.    
 
However, specific management for those identified EVNT species will include targeted 
investigations immediately prior to vegetation removal activities on each day of clearing and 
subsequently whilst clearing takes place. Preliminary investigations will be supported by additional 
monitoring applied during clearing activities with a designated fauna spotter operating with each 
machine actively involved in vegetation or identified habitat disturbance. These should include the 
following: 
 
A DES approved Fauna Spotter should be in attendance throughout all disturbance of vegetation 
associated with identified EVNT habitats. No clearing is to commence prior to the Fauna Spotter 
being satisfied all required investigations have been undertaken within the designated areas to be 
cleared.  
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4.2 General Terrestrial and Arboreal Fauna 
 
Overall the site contains low to medium value refugial opportunities for arboreal and terrestrial 
fauna species (see Section 3.1 and 3.2). The species expected within the site are likely to primarily 
reflect common fauna assemblages for the region however provisions are proposed directly for 
common fauna and species of conservation significance.    
 
It is advised that all identified fauna habitats onsite be inspected by a DES approved Fauna Spotter 
prior to vegetation clearing and all vegetation removal activities be supervised during the clearing 
process. Terrestrial load reduction activities will be conducted ahead of the clearing front where 
possible. Fauna captured will be relocated to adjacent habitat consistent with the life history 
requirements of the species requiring translocation. 
 
4.3 Felling Procedures  
 
Trees identified as having potential fauna values (such as hollows, fissures and exfoliating bark) will 
be clearly identified and subsequently marked for supervision during felling and inspected once 
felled. Efforts will be made to determine potentially occupant species by way of investigations for 
indicative signs (scats, scratchings and tracks) on the day(s) of clearing. Where no signs are found or 
potentially occupant species are undeterminable, machinery operators will be instructed to fell 
trees in a manner directed at minimising the potential risk of injury to fauna.  
 
All identified micro habitats will be inspected via ground based observation and the direction of 
felling will be determined considering the safety of personnel, machinery and potentially occupant 
fauna. Felling procedures will see implementation of a soft felling technique specifically constructed 
by QFC to achieve minimal deceleration and impact upon felling. This will be achieved under 
direction of the Fauna Spotter present directly communicating with the plant operator(s). 
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1 Introduction 
 

Qld Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd has been engaged by Winslow to conduct Fauna Spotter/Catcher 
and Fauna Management activities for works at South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights 
 
All activities were conducted by a licensed fauna spotter working under the provisions of 
Rehabilitation Permit (WA0054295) issued to Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd by the 
Department of Environment, Science and Innovation (DESI), approving the observation and 
relocation of protected animals. This permit authorises the attending spotter to capture or take a 
protected animal whose habitat is about to be destroyed by human activity. 
 
This report covers clearance activities undertaken in April 2025. 
 

2 Methodology 

2.1 Clearance Investigations 

 
A standard set of observational and active searching techniques were employed on the day of 
clearance to ascertain and identify existing fauna values for each location. These include:  
 

• Assessment of terrestrial microhabitats such as ground hollows, rock, burrows, leaf litter, 

fallen branches and bark exfoliations,  

• Observation and assessment of occupancy of arboreal microhabitats such as tree hollows, 

fissures and exfoliations, 

• Direct observation of active or exposed fauna,  

• Identification of scats, tracks and scratchings to determine fauna present on the site. 

 
All microhabitats were identified and subsequently inspected during clearance.   
 

2.2 Specific methodology for Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus 

 
Due to the specific requirements relating to the Koala the following techniques were employed at the 
clearance site to ascertain presence/absence status: 
 

• Use of binoculars to inspect the crown, forks and trunk of trees; 

• ‘Drip zone’ searches at the base of known food trees for the presence of scats to a radius 

equal to that of the crown of individual trees; 

• Inspection of trunks for scratchings indicative of use by Koalas. 

 
Recent changes to Koala management strategies highlighted in the Nature Conservation (Koala) 
Conservation Plan 2017 have resulted in particular conditions placed on vegetation clearance 
involving the removal of Koala food trees.  
 
Further provisions include the restriction of all clearance that may directly interfere with the tree a 
Koala is residing in. Koalas are to leave via their own volition and may not be interfered with by any 
means. Only when Koalas have vacated a tree can clearance operations include the host tree and 
surrounding vegetation. 
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2.3 Felling Procedures 

 
Trees identified as having potential fauna values (such as hollows, fissures and exfoliating bark) 
were clearly marked for supervision during felling and inspected once felled. Efforts were made to 
determine potentially occupant species by way of investigations for indicative signs (scats, 
scratchings and tracks). Where no signs were found or occupant species undeterminable, machinery 
operators were instructed to fell trees in a manner directed at minimising the potential risk of injury 
to fauna. 
 
Limbs were inspected and the direction of felling determined with regards to safety of both machinery 
and operators. Considerations to potentially occupant fauna were assessed and felling procedures 
formulated. Felling procedures may have included the following techniques: 
 

• Machinery blades were utilised to shake the tree in an attempt to disturb fauna out of hollows 

or fissures to determine species present. 

• If fauna were present, the tree was either left standing overnight to allow the occupant 

animal(s) time to leave via their own volition, or if species detected were able to be 

encouraged from the tree by shaking or direct capture by a wildlife spotter(s). The tree was 

felled with considerations to potentially undetected fauna.  

• Where possible potentially occupied trees were felled with the identified microhabitat 

receiving minimal contact on impact.  

• Adjacent felled trees were utilised to absorb the impact of potential fauna bearing trees. 

 

2.4 Communications during Clearance 

 
Each spotter/catcher was equipped with a hand-held radio to make positive communications with 
machinery operators. Communications by radio and positive hand signals were utilised to indicate 
intentions to machinery operators. 
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3 Results 
 
The following daily inventory details fauna-based investigation results for the clearing area. 
Inspection activities, location, habitat values and fauna found are documented where required.  
 
 
Monday 7th April 2025 
 

• Pre-clearance activities carried out (refer to Methodology) at South Place – Grampian Drive, 

Deebing Heights  

• Vegetation clearance carried out at South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights 

• 0 trees flagged 

• One personnel in attendance 

 

Arboreal Microhabitats:  No. flagged tree/s felled:  0 

Nest  Y N  Hollows Y N  Arboreal termitaria  Y N   

No. & size of hollow/s (mm):  0     

Terrestrial Microhabitats: 

Hollow logs  Y N  Woody debris  Y N  Rock piles Y N   Burrows Y N  

Aquatic habitat/s:  Dam Y N  Creek Y N  Wetland Y N 

No Fauna Found 

 
 
 
Tuesday 8th April 2025 
 

• Pre-clearance activities carried out (refer to Methodology) at South Place – Grampian Drive, 

Deebing Heights  

• Vegetation clearance carried out at South Place – Grampian Drive, Deebing Heights 

• 0 trees flagged 

• One personnel in attendance 

 

Arboreal Microhabitats:  No. flagged tree/s felled:  0 

Nest  Y N  Hollows Y N  Arboreal termitaria  Y N   

No. & size of hollow/s (mm):  0     

Terrestrial Microhabitats: 

Hollow logs  Y N  Woody debris  Y N  Rock piles Y N   Burrows Y N  

Aquatic habitat/s:  Dam Y N  Creek Y N  Wetland Y N 

No Fauna Found 
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4 Conclusion 
 
All vegetation clearance was supervised by a licenced fauna spotter as requested by Winslow and 
in accordance with stipulations as expressed in the Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 
2017. 
 
No koalas were observed during clearance and no other fauna required mitigation during clearing 
activities. 
 
All supervised clearance activities were conducted with the full co-operation of onsite personnel and 
machinery operator/s. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to report on the management actions and outcomes required for the provision of koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus) habitat offset, by Approval EPBC 2015/7628 issued pursuant to sections 130 and 133 of the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The focus of the report is on the protection 
and enhancement of the koala habitat associated with the secured offset for Frasers Deebing Heights Pty Limited (EPBC 
2015/7628) (henceforth referred to as the offset area). This document will report in accordance with stipulations and 
requirements laid out in the Offset Area Management Plan (OAMP). 

The structure of the document reflects the requirements of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment 
and Water (DCCEEW) and details the key threatening processes which could impact on the existing koala population. The 
chapters that comprise the document report on the overall health of the koala population, vegetation composition, and 
actions to minimise threats to koala. The management regime put in place by the Queensland Trust for Nature (QTFN) 
will enhance existing koala habitat through the exclusion of land practices detrimental to the site and will track 
improvements and progress in this annual offset report over the active management period.   

This report is the third submitted to date since the approval date for the offset on 15 October 2018 and commencement 
of the action on 16 May 2023. This reporting period includes data from May 2024 to June 2025 (henceforth referred to 
as the reporting period) and is considered as the ‘Year 6’ report. Past and future reporting requirements are listed below 
in Error! Reference source not found..  

Table 1 – EPBC 2015/7628 reporting requirements 

Milestone Due Date Status 

Approval of EPBC 2015/7628 -- Approved 15 October 2018 

Legal Security Prior to commencement of the action Secured 22 August 2019  

Baseline 12 months post legal security  Submitted 21 August 2020 

Commencement of the Action - Commenced 16 May 2023 

Annual Offset Management Report 
Year 1-5 

60 business days post 12-month 
anniversary of commencement of the 
action 

Submitted August 2024 

Year 6 August 2025 Current report 

Year 7 August 2026  

Year 8 August 2027  

Year 9 August 2028  

Year 10 August 2029  
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1.1 Summary of compliance 

This document stands as a compliance report for the final EPBC 2015/7628 Approval Conditions (Error! Reference source 
not found.). Error! Reference source not found. summarises compliance measures from the OAMP for all conditions 
relevant to this reporting period. 

It is acknowledged that any non-compliance with the conditions must be reported by no later than 2 business days after 
becoming aware. 

Table 2 – Compliance summary of approval conditions relevant to this reporting period 

Approval Condition Status 

2d Within nine years of the date the baseline koala density survey was completed, demonstrate 
that a statistically significant increase in koala density over the entire offset site, compared to the 
baseline determined by the baseline koala density survey, has been achieved and maintained for 
at least two consecutive years.  

Ongoing 

Due 15th October 
2027 

2e Within seven years of the date the baseline koala food trees survey is completed, demonstrate 
achievement of ongoing recruitment of koala food trees over the entire offset site, compared to 
the baseline determined by the baseline koala food trees survey.  

Compliant 

 

2f Demonstrate a reduction, maintained for 10 consecutive years from the date the baseline survey 
of non-native koala predators is completed, in the number of non-native koala predators over the 
entire offset site, compared to the baseline determined by the baseline survey of non-native koala 
predators.   

Ongoing 

 

Table 3 – Compliance summary and checklist under the OAMP relevant to this reporting period 

Key actions and monitoring requirements 
Reporting requirements and performance 
indicators 

Status 

Koala occurrence 

• Record opportunistic koala sightings and 

scat findings (location and date). 
• Incorporate opportunistic koala sightings into 

the Annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

Compliant 

 

Vegetation composition, habitat connectivity and dispersal barriers 
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Key actions and monitoring requirements 
Reporting requirements and performance 
indicators 

Status 

• Undertake annual weed surveys. 

• Conduct photo monitoring on an annual 

basis. 

• Retain all vegetation in remnant and 

mature regrowth areas except where 

necessary for the removal of weeds, 

fencing or fire break trails. 

• Monitor for any (illegal) clearing in the 

area (highly unlikely) or any natural events 

that might impact on habitat connectivity. 

• Implement a property wide weed 

management plan. 

• Average cover of all planted species (foliar 

projective cover of canopy and subcanopy) in 

revegetated area exceeds 50% of site at end 

of year three and 75% at end of year five. 

• Declared weed cover is reduced across the 

property, and weeds are not impacting on 

the movement of koalas across the site and 

not negatively impacting on recruitment of 

koala food and shelter trees. 

• Monitoring results to be recorded in annual 

Offset Area Assessment Report. 

Compliant and 
ongoing 

Predators 

• Monitoring of the presence of feral pest 

animals through the use of remote 

motion-activated cameras. 

• Survey the site every six months to record 

presence/absence of signs of feral animals 

(sightings, killings and/or scats and tracks).  

• Establish and maintain a koala-predator 

interaction register. 

• Successful reduction of feral animal 

abundance. 

• No dog threat present. 

• A significant reduction in feral cat and fox 

populations (if shown to be originally 

present). 

• Annual report to include all feral animal 

survey data and include all records of koala 

injury or death related to feral animal 

attacks. 

• No records of injury and/or death to koala 

relating to feral animal attacks recorded from 

within the offset area. 

Compliant and 
ongoing 

Vehicle strike 

• Record any koala injury/mortality on roads 

within offset area of Flinders Road.  
• Report any koala injuries/deaths to Local 

Government authority and relevant State 

Government department. 

• Incidents to be recorded in annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report. 

N/A – No koala 
injuries/deaths 
have been 
recorded 

Fire 

• Install firebreaks and fire trails. Inspect 

firebreaks and access tracks, undertake 

any maintenance required to achieve 

• Fuel levels and burning regime maintained in 

accordance with Offset Area Bushfire 

Management Plan. 

Compliant and 
ongoing 
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Key actions and monitoring requirements 
Reporting requirements and performance 
indicators 

Status 

compliance with Offset Area Bushfire 

Management Plan. 

• Prescribed burning will be undertaken in 

consultation with, and under the 

guidance of the Queensland Rural Fire 

Brigade.  

• Vegetation composition not negatively 

affected by fire regime. 

• Report on prescribed burn results (area 

covered, any potential negative impact, 

intensity of burn, learnings) 

• Report any high intensity (wildfire) to the 

relevant authorities and report on any impact 

on the offset area. 

• Monitoring results and maintenance log will 

be detailed within the annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

Disease and pathogens 

• To reduce the risk of introducing 

Chlamydia and Koala retrovirus into the 

resident population, uncontrolled 

translocation of koala is not permitted 

within the offset area.  

• Enforce biosecurity procedures for all 

persona and vehicles that may carry 

vegetation pathogens known to affect 

koala food and shelter trees. 

• Incidence of koalas exhibiting disease to 

be recorded during any monitoring events 

within the offset area. 

• Monitor neighbouring habitat to identify 

disease once per annum. 

• Confirmation of koala translocation activity 

within the offset area (if approved) is to be 

included within annual Offset Area 

Assessment Reports. 

• Incidence of koalas exhibiting symptoms of 

disease to be reported within annual Offset 

Area Assessment Report. 

Compliant 
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2. LOCALITY AND VALUES 

By way of Deed, Frasers Deebing Heights Pty Limited secured delivery of an OAMP and registration of a Voluntary 
Declaration under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Qld) of a staged offset area imposed by EPBC 2015/7628 as 
part of the offset for the Grampian Drive Deebing Heights Residential development. 

The voluntary declaration was secured on the 22 August 2019 and reporting for the offset area will include information 
from 2019 onwards.  

2.1 Koala Crossing Locality 

The offset area pertaining to EPBC 2015/7628 is managed as part of a larger conservation property, Koala Crossing, 
located on Mount Flinders Road, Peak Crossing, Queensland. Koala Crossing comprises of eight lots; 86, 87, 88, 89 on 
RP892014, Lot 119 on CH311527, Lot 107 on CH311135, Lot 137 on CH311786 and Lot 138 on CC127 totalling 
approximately 654 ha (Error! Reference source not found.). The property was purchased by QTFN in 2014 to protect 
regrowth vegetation from future development, with the aim of utilising the property for offsets. The delivery of third-
party project impact offsets has provided a means of funding ongoing restoration and revegetation of large parts of the 
property.   

The tenure of the property is freehold, wholly owned by QTFN.  It is located within the Scenic Rim Regional Council Local 
Government Area.  In 2020, four Nature Refuge (NR) agreements (Koala Crossing NR, Cockatoo’s Corner NR, Wallabies 
Knoll NR and Glider’s Glade NR) were established under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Qld) pertaining to lots 86, 87, 
88, and 89 on RP892014 (Map 1). These NR agreements will protect and enhance the natural environment surrounding 
the offset area beyond the life of the offset agreement term.  

2.2 Environmental values 

2.2.1 Climate 

Climate data for the area gives an average minimum and maximum temperature of 13.9°C and 27°C respectively for 2024 
(weather station 040004) (BoM, 2025).  The average annual rainfall for 2024 was 100 mm (weather station 040793)  
(BoM, 2025), with the wettest month in January (342 mm) and the driest month in June (18.8 mm). The average annual 
rainfall for 2025 so far is 116 mm (weather station 040793) (BoM, 2025), with the wettest month in March (416.6 mm) 
and the driest month in June (31.6 mm). Average minimum and maximum temperatures are currently 21.9°C and 31.9°C 
respectively for 2025 (weather station 040004) (BoM, 2025).  

2.2.2 Wildlife 

On a regional scale, the property is part of the Flinders Karawatha Corridor, the largest remaining contiguous stretch of 
open eucalypt forest in south-east Queensland (SEQ) (EHP, 2014).  The corridor stretches for 60 km from the Karawatha 
forest in Brisbane, through Flinders Peak to Wyaralong Dam near Boonah, and encompasses 56,350 ha of land.  It is an 
important wildlife corridor, providing habitat for a number of vulnerable species including the tusked frog (Adelotus 
brevis), glossy black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami), powerful owl (Ninox strenua), black-breasted button-quail 
(Turnix melanogaster), spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus), brush-tailed rock-wallaby (Petrogale 
penicillata), grey-headed flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus) and koala. 

2.2.3 Vegetation 

The offset area contains areas of revegetation and five Regional Ecosystems (REs) (Map 4): 

• 12.3.3 Endangered: Eucalyptus tereticornis woodland on Quaternary alluvium; 

• 12.3.7 Least concern: Eucalyptus tereticornis, Casuarina cunninghamiana subsp. cunninghamiana +/- Melaleuca 

spp. fringing woodland; 

• 12.8.24 Endangered: Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata open forest on Cainozoic igneous rocks especially 

trachyte; and 

• 12.9-10.2 Least concern: Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata +/- Eucalyptus crebra open forest on sedimentary 

rocks. 

• 12.9-10.7 Of concern: Eucalyptus crebra +/- E. tereticornis, Corymbia tessellaris, Angophora spp. and E. 

melanophloia woodland on sedimentary rocks 
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2.2.4 Geology 

The highest point of the site is 210 m above sea level on the eastern side, close to the border of lots 86 and 87 RP892014.  
The Geological Survey of Queensland 1:100,000 Ipswich Geological Map (DME, 2008)) lists the geology as: 

• Qa SEQ: Quaternary; clay, silt, sand, gravel, flood plain alluvium 

• Tit SEQ: Tertiary: trachyte (anorthoclase and riebeckite trachyte) 

• Jbmk: Jurassic; lithofeldspathic labile and sublabile to quartzose sandstone, siltstone, shale, minor coal, 

ferruginous oolite marker  

• Jbmg: Jurassic; lithic labile and feldspathic labile sandstone 
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Map 1 – Offset area in the context of Koala Crossing and Karawatha Corridor 
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3. OFFSET AREA MANAGEMENT 

This chapter outlines the agreed requirements outlined in the OAMP and the final Approval Conditions set by the relevant 
parties. For each asset, monitoring and results are discussed in line with the reporting requirements, and relevant 
conservation management actions are discussed. This document reports on monitoring and works completed between 
May 2024 to June 2025. 

3.1 Koala occurrence  

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Outside of the formal koala density survey event, opportunistic 

koala sightings to be recorded (location and date) within the Annual 

Offset Area Assessment Report 

• For full OAMP conditions, see 5. 

• Opportunistic koala sightings to be 

incorporated into the Annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report 

 

Koalas are under significant threat in SEQ due to habitat encroachment by urbanisation, predation by feral and domestic 
animals and traffic accidents caused by increased road networks and motor vehicles (Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 
2021).  Koala Crossing was purchased by QTFN with the intention of finding sustainable funding models to preserve koala 
habitat and provide linking territories to the Flinders-Goolman Conservation Estate and the Flinders Karawatha Corridor.  

3.1.1 Monitoring methodology 

This report will document the continued koala observations and monitoring within the offset area, in line with the 
requirement of the OAMP. In this reporting period, methods to monitor koalas include camera trapping, opportunistic 
visual sightings and scat collection, Spot Assessment Technique (SAT), and Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) surveys.  

3.1.1.1 Camera trapping 

Wildlife monitoring cameras (using Reconyx Hyperfire HC600 remote-sensing cameras) were deployed over two periods 
during the reporting period: winter 2024 and summer 2024. The winter 2024 camera trapping session captured data from 
15 July 2024 to 11 September 2024, and the summer 2024 session captured data from 3 December 2024 to 12 January 
2025. Cameras H and I captured data from 20 December 2024 to 29 January 2025.  

Eleven cameras were deployed at permanent monitoring stations across Koala Crossing during the winter 2024 session 
and ten were deployed during the summer 2024 session (access to camera K was restricted due to wet weather 
conditions). Two camera stations are located within the offset area, cameras A and J (Error! Reference source not found.). 
Relative Abundance Indices (RAI), which is a relative measure of abundance based on the frequency and duration of time 
each predator species is recorded on camera (i.e. how many are there relative to survey time), are calculated using a 
standardised set of 40 trapping days, with an independence threshold of 10 minutes (i.e. each observation of an animal 
10 minutes after the first observation is considered a new observation). The data was analysed using Camelot, an open-
source camera trapping software.  

3.1.1.2 Opportunistic scat collection and visual observations 

Opportunistic observations of koalas and koala scat across the offset area and entire Koala Crossing property are to be 
recorded. This includes recording the date, time and GPS location of the observation into the Koala Crossing koala 
sightings register.  

3.1.1.3 Spot Assessment Technique survey 

Koala occupancy (i.e. proportion of surveyed sites where evidence (e.g. scat) of the species was detected) and activity 
levels (i.e. the proportion of trees under which koala scats are found relative to the total number of trees sampled) were 
determined through SAT surveys (Phillips & Callaghan, 2011), which were conducted by Ecosure in April and May 2024. 
The SAT involves randomly identifying a non-juvenile tree of any species within the subject site that is either observed to 
have a koala or scats or is known to be a food tree or otherwise important for koalas, and recording any evidence of 
koala usage of that tree including presence, identifiable scratches or scats. The nearest non-juvenile tree is then 
identified, and the same data recorded. The next closest non-juvenile tree to the first tree is then assessed and so on, 
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until 30 trees have been surveyed. Forty-nine SAT sites were surveyed throughout Koala Crossing, with 11 sites within 
the offset area (K07, K14, K15, K20, K21, K23, K24, K38, K41, K42 and K44) (Map 2).  

3.1.1.4 Remotely piloted aircraft surveys 

RPA surveys were undertaken by Ecosure in May 2024. One RPA team, consisting of two pilots, was utilised. One person 
acted as the pilot, with another acting as a wildlife spotter. RPA flights were undertaken at night where thermal imaging 
was utilised to detect the heat signatures of koala and other incidental fauna. Five survey plots of approximately 25 ha in 
size were established following diurnal site inspections and preparation of the flight plans. Four sites were surveyed, with 
the fifth RPA survey plot acting as a back-up (Ecosure, 2024). 

3.1.1.5 Acoustic monitoring 

Acoustic sensors are highly effective at detecting adult male koalas bellowing during the spring-summer mating period 
(Law, et al., 2021). Ten passive acoustic recorders (using AudioMoths) were deployed at each camera trapping station 
(excluding camera K due to restricted site access at the time of deployment) on 3 December 2024 and collected on 19 
February 2025. The AudioMoths were programmed to record from sunset until sunrise, the peak calling period of koalas 
(Ellis, et al., 2011), with a sampling rate of 22 kHz. Audio data was analysed using BirdNet Sound ID.  

3.1.2 Results and discussion 

3.1.2.1 Camera trapping  

One koala was recorded via camera trapping during the reporting period at camera C (RAI = 0.227) on 20 August 2024 at 
3 am (Photo 1). While koalas were not observed on camera traps within the offset area itself, the vegetation within the 
offset area provides foraging and dispersal habitat (demonstrated from presence of scat from SAT survey (Map 2)) and 
vegetation connectivity within Koala Crossing.  

 

Photo 1 – Koala at camera C during winter 2024 session 

3.1.2.2 Opportunistic scat collection and visual observations 

Koala scat was not identified opportunistically (i.e. outside of the SAT survey) within the offset area or throughout Koala 
Crossing during the reporting period. No koalas were observed opportunistically within the offset area or throughout 
Koala Crossing during the reporting period.  

3.1.2.3 SAT survey 

The occupancy rate within the offset area was 27%, with koala scat identified at three SAT sites, K07, K15 and K21 (Photo 
2) (Map 2). Scats were recorded at 24.5% of SAT sites at Koala Crossing. On average, 23 trees were surveyed before a 
scat was recorded within the offset area and scats were found under Eucalyptus crebra at all sites, and under Corymbia 
citriodora subsp. variegata at K15. Koala activity levels at K07 and K21 were 3.3% and 6.6% at K15, which is consistent 
with a medium (normal) use of the environment within an East Coast (low) density population (Phillips & Callaghan, 
2011).  
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Photo 2 – Koala scat found at K15 

3.1.2.4 Remotely piloted aircraft surveys 

No koalas were detected within the offset area using the RPA methodology however, one koala was recorded on the 
south-western side of Koala Crossing in Corymbia/Eucalyptus open woodland (Map 2). 

3.1.2.5 Acoustic monitoring 

No koalas were detected on audio recorders throughout Koala Crossing. This was the first trial of audio recorders at Koala 
Crossing and the methodology will be refined in the future.  

3.1.2.6 Koala-predator interactions 

No koala-predator interactions were recorded during the reporting period. 

3.1.3 Management actions 

Presence of koalas will continue to be surveyed throughout the years. Additional methods to identify koalas, such as use 
of airborne eDNA and audio recorders, are currently being researched to increase detection efforts.  
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Map 2 – Koala records  
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3.2 Vegetation composition 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Approval condition 2e – Within seven years of the date 

the baseline koala food trees survey is completed, 

demonstrate achievement of ongoing recruitment of 

koala food trees over the entire offset site, compared to 

the baseline determined by the baseline koala food 

trees survey 

• Average cover of all planted species (foliar projective 

cover of canopy and subcanopy) in revegetated area 

exceeds 50% of site at end of year three and 75% at 

end of year five. 

• Declared weed cover is reduced across the property, 

and weeds are not impacting on the movement of 

koalas across the site and not negatively impacting on 

recruitment of koala food and shelter trees. 

• Monitoring results to be recorded in annual Offset 

Area Assessment Report. 

• Undertake annual weed surveys. 

• Conduct photo monitoring on an annual basis. 

• Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth 

areas except where necessary for the removal of weeds, 

fencing or fire break trails. Monitor for illegal clearing in 

the area of any natural events that may impact habitat 

connectivity. 

• Implement a property wide weed management plan. 

• Monitor for any (illegal) clearing in the area (highly 

unlikely) or any natural events that might impact on 

habitat connectivity. 

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix B. 

 

The maintenance of the koala population is dependent on the health, age, and distribution of koala food trees within 
Koala Crossing and the offset area.  Monitoring and management of the native and non-native vegetation is an essential 
part of the management plan.   

3.2.1 Monitoring methodology 

3.2.1.1 Weed assessments 

Weed assessments are conducted annually and compared to results from the baseline survey of 2019. Surveys were 
conducted from 7 to 8 May 2024 by QTFN ecologists. Twenty-eight permanently marked transects throughout Koala 
Crossing were surveyed for non-native plant cover in a 100 m transect, with 21 points within each transect at 5 m 
intervals. Seven weed transects (WT4, WT6, WT11, WT38, WT39, WT41 and WT42) are located within the offset area 
(Map 3). Photo points were recorded at each transect so that the progress of the site could be monitored (photos are 
displayed in the Annual Year 1-5 report). The target weed species identified as a threatening process to koalas is lantana 
(Lantana camara) (Melzer, Santamaria, & Allen, 2018). Whilst other weeds were measured for overall ecological health, 
the focus of the weed management is the control and eradication of L. camara, as it has the capacity to prevent koala 
movement and access to food and shelter trees (Melzer, Santamaria, & Allen, 2018).  

3.2.1.2 BioCondition assessments 

Nineteen BioCondition assessments (Eyre, et al., 2015) were conducted throughout Koala Crossing by Ecosure between 
April and May 2024 (Error! Reference source not found.). Four BioCondition plots, BC2, BC4, BC15 and BC16, are located 
within the offset area (Map 4). BC2 and BC4 are located within Corymbia citriodora open forest, BC15 in regrowth 
vegetation and BC16 in Corymbia/Eucalyptus open forest (Map 4).  

The BioCondition plot size was reduced at BC2 from 100 m to 50 m due to the limited size of the community and extreme 
density of vegetation, mainly L. camara cover, which inhibited the completion of a full length BioCondition plot. Most 
BioCondition attributes are not affected by a smaller plot as they can be scaled up to match the standard plot area. 
However, species richness is measured within the full plot area, so these scores may be lower in a smaller plot than in a 
standard plot (Ecosure, 2024). 
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3.2.1.3 Koala food tree assessments 

The diameter at breast height (DBH) of the 30 trees selected randomly at each SAT site during the SAT survey (see Section 
Error! Reference source not found. for survey methodology) was recorded to assess the age structure of koala habitat 
trees. The species of each tree was recorded to understand koala food tree species richness (i.e. the number of different 
koala food tree species present). The SAT survey conducted for the baseline assessment in 2018 assessed 15 trees at six 
sites, which was approved and conducted by Sean Fitzgibbon & Bill Ellis (Braun, 2020). The comparisons made between 
these assessments have been standardised to account for the different sample sizes.  

3.2.2 Results and discussion 

3.2.2.1 Property-wide trends 

i Weed assessments 

Lantana camara was present in 26 of 28 transects (89% occupancy – i.e. percentage of transects where L. camara is 
present). This is down from 93% in 2023, reflective of weed treatment conducted throughout the property. Weed 
treatment was undertaken in 1 ha grids throughout Koala Crossing. Majority of sites (57%) displayed a decrease in L. 
camara occupancy with 18% of sites remaining unchanged (Map 3). The mean transect coverage of 44% (i.e. on average, 
44% of sampling points in each transect are occupied by L. camara) in 2024 decreased from 51% in 2023. Weeds continue 
to be treated in 2025 (see Map 3) and weed assessment surveys will be conducted again later this year.  

ii BioCondition assessments 

Seven plots showed an increase in overall BioCondition score (BC01, BC03, BC04, BC05, BC06, BC09 and BC10), with score 
increases ranging from 2 to 22 points. Three plots (BC02, BC07 and BC08) showed a decrease in BioCondition score, with 
score decreases of 11, 7 and 0.5 respectively. This is mainly due to a decrease in native grass and shrub species richness 
and cover potentially from weed coverage encroachment. No decrease in landscape attribute scores were reported. A 
comparison assessment cannot be made for BC11 to BC19 as these plots were newly added in 2024. 0 presents scoring 
across all BioCondition attributes.  

iii Koala food tree assessments 

The average DBH of trees recorded on the property is 24 cm. The current koala age tree structure throughout the site, 
which is mostly comprised of young regrowth, shows promise for the development of koala habitat (Ecosure, 2024). The 
revegetation areas are showing a strong uptake and development of recruit trees, illustrated by the fact that the average 
DBH of trees recorded within these areas (27 cm) is greater than the average DBH of trees surveyed within the site, which 
suggests that the revegetation actions are producing the desired results. There is a lack of mature and large trees 
throughout Koala Crossing (Ecosure, 2024). While koalas utilise trees across a wide range of size classes (Youngentob, 
Marsh, & Skewes, 2021), medium to large trees are favoured by koalas. These trees can provide thermal buffering for 
koalas during the day and have a greater quantity of food resources (Taggart, et al., 2023). 

3.2.2.2 Offset-specific trends 

i Weed assessments 

Lantana camara has been observed within the offset area since 2019.  A decrease in L. camara occupancy was evident 
at WT11, while WT6, WT38 and WT39 remained stable (Map 3). An increase in L. camara occupancy was evident at WT4, 
WT41 and WT42 (Map 3). The mean transect coverage increased from 60% in 2023 to 66% in 2024. Lower mean transect 
coverage in 2019 may be caused by drought conditions between early 2017 to the end of 2019 (Nguyen, Wheeler, 
Hendon, Lim, & Otkin, 2021). La Niña conditions between 2020 and 2024 (Huang, Gillett, & Taschetto, 2024) had a strong 
influence on the growth rate of L. camara (Raghu, Osunkoya, Perrett, & Pichancourt, 2014), likely causing an increase in 
mean transect coverage over these years. Weeds continue to be treated in 2025 (see Map) and weed assessment surveys 
will be conducted again later this year.  
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Figure 1 – Mean transect coverage (%) of Lantana camara at all transects in Koala Crossing (n = 28) (green) and the 
offset area (n = 6) (orange) between 2020 and 2024 (with standard error) 

ii BioCondition assessments 

The BioCondition score for plot BC2 decreased from 74 (out of 100) in 2020 to 63 in 2024 and BC4 increased from 79.5 
to 88 (0). The decline in score for BC2 was possibly attributed to the decreased plot size (see Section 3.2.13.2.1.2), which 
therefore could not account for the total native species richness present. An increase in scores for woody debris, native 
shrub and grass species richness, and grass and litter cover increased the BioCondition score for BC4. The first 
assessments for BC15 and BC16 were conducted in 2024, which received BioCondition scores of 62.5 and 70 out of 100, 
respectively. Koala food tree species richness at BC2, BC4, BC15 and BC16 were seven, eight, seven and five, respectively. 
Table 4 outlines the koala food tree species recorded at each BioCondition site within the offset area. A locally important 
koala tree is defined as a tree from a species that is regularly browsed by koalas that forms a substantial portion of the 
koala’s diet (Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021). Ancillary habitat trees may not contribute substantially to a koala’s 
diet but is important for thermoregulation as shelter trees, and the ground between trees that is traversed by the koala 
(Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021).  

Table 4 – Koala food tree species richness at BioCondition sites within the offset area 

Tree species BC2 BC4 BC15 BC16 

Locally important koala trees (SEQ) (as per (Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021)) 

Corymbia citriodora ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Eucalyptus crebra ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Eucalyptus major ✘ ✔ ✘ ✘ 

Eucalyptus melanophloia  ✘ ✘ ✔ ✘ 

Eucalyptus microcorys ✘ ✔ ✘ ✘ 

Eucalyptus moluccana ✔ ✘ ✔ ✘ 

Eucalyptus propinqua ✔ ✘ ✘ ✘ 

Eucalyptus siderophloia  ✘ ✘ ✔ ✘ 

Eucalyptus tereticornis ✔ ✘ ✔ ✔ 

Ancillary habitat trees (SEQ) (as per (Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021)) 

Allocasuarina littoralis ✘ ✔ ✔ ✘ 

Allocasuarina torulosa ✔ ✔ ✘ ✘ 

Corymbia intermedia ✘ ✔ ✘ ✘ 

Corymbia tessellaris ✘ ✘ ✘ ✔ 

Lophostemon confertus  ✔ ✔ ✘ ✘ 

Lophostemon suaveolens ✘ ✘ ✘ ✔ 

Koala food species richness 7 8 7 5 
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iii Koala food tree assessment 

Regrowth (10 – 40 cm DBH) (Smith & Pile, 2023) koala food trees were identified at all SAT sites within the offset area 
(Error! Reference source not found.), which demonstrates recruitment of koala food trees. Advanced regrowth (41 – 60 
cm DBH) (Smith & Pile, 2023) koala food trees were present, however, less common. Corymbia citriodora was identified 
at all sites and DBH classes (Figure 2). Koala food tree species richness across the offset site was eight species (Figure 2), 
with five species being locally important koala food trees (see Table 4). Table 5 lists the percentage of small regrowth (3 
– 15 cm DBH) koala habitat trees recorded during the baseline surveys in 2019 compared to the 2024 surveys. An increase 
in small trees was evident at most sites, with a decrease evident at K7, K24 and K42. However, medium regrowth trees 
(16 – 25 cm DBH) were dominant at those three sites. K20 was moved from the south-eastern boundary of the offset 
area to an area of revegetation, therefore a comparison is not available. K38 is also located in revegetation (Map 4). Both 
sites show evidence of growth, which suggests that the revegetation actions are producing the desired results. 
Recruitment is evident at all sites due to the high presence of regrowth trees (Error! Reference source not found.).  

Table 5 – Percentage of small regrowth (3 – 15 cm DBH) koala habitat trees within the offset area 

Site Percent (%) of small trees (3 – 15cm) Increase/decrease 

2019 2024 

K7 40 33 Decrease 

K14 20 50 Increase 

K15 7 40 Increase 

K20 0 13 N/A 

K21 20 26 Increase 

K23 0 7 Increase 

K24 20 0 Decrease 

K38 No data 70 N/A 

K41 No data 0 N/A 

K42 60 3 Decrease 

K44 No data 17 N/A 
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Figure 2 – Number of koala food tree species (y-axis) per DBH size class (cm) (x-axis). Food tree species include Corymbia 
citriodora subsp. variegata (blue), C. tessellaris (red), C. intermedia (grey), Eucalyptus crebra (green), E. 
tindaliae (yellow), E. tereticornis (orange), E. fibrosa subsp. fibrosa (pink), and Lophostemon confertus 
(purple)  

3.2.3 Management actions 

The Weed Strategy 2020 – 2025 (Braun, Shapland, & Rossini, Koala Crossing Weed Strategy 2020-2025, 2020) will 
continue to be followed to target areas of re-emerging and highly infested L. camara. Follow up control works have been 
conducted in the offset area and throughout Koala Crossing to address the re-emergence since monitoring occurred. 
Efforts to treat weed infestations will continue by managing weeds in 1 ha grids (Map 3).  
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Map 3 – Weed treatment and Lantana camara occupancy 
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Map 4 – BioCondition sites 
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3.3 Habitat connectivity 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth 

areas except where necessary for the removal of weeds, 

fencing or fire break trails. 

• Monitor for any (illegal) clearing in the area (highly 

unlikely) or any natural events that might impact on 

habitat connectivity. 

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix C. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and 

any records of non-compliance to DCCEEW.  

 

Habitat connectivity is the connectedness of habitat patches, which is necessary to allow a koala to move from one habitat 
patch to another without a barrier (Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021).  

3.3.1 Monitoring  

Firebreak inspection has been undertaken monthly (when possible) during this reporting period. Remnant and mature 
regrowth vegetation was retained within the offset area. No change to site connectivity was made.  

3.3.2 Management actions 

Continue to follow the OAMP.  
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3.4 Threat to koala from feral animal attack 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Monitoring of the presence of feral pest animals through the 

use of remote motion-activated cameras. 

• Survey the site every six months to record presence/absence 

of signs of feral animals (sightings, killings and/or scats and 

tracks). 

• Establish and maintain a koala-predator interaction register. 

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix D. 

• Annual report to include all feral animal survey 

data and include all records of koala injury or 

death related to feral animal attacks. 

 

Predation by wild dogs (Canis lupus), feral cats (Felis catus) and foxes (Vulpes vulpes) poses a significant threat to koalas 
(Youngentob, Marsh, & Skewes, 2021).  Monitoring and management of the feral predators is an essential part of the 
management plan.   

3.4.1  Monitoring methodology 

3.4.1.1 Camera trapping 

Feral predators were recorded using wildlife monitoring cameras. Two camera stations are located within the offset area, 
cameras A and J (Error! Reference source not found.). See Section 3.1.1 for the camera trapping methodology. 

3.4.1.2 Opportunistic scat collection 

The primary goal of scat analysis is to identify if feral predators are predating on koalas. Feral predator scat was collected 
opportunistically throughout the Koala Crossing property and sent to Scats About for analysis. The analysis identifies the 
species from which the scat came from and provides a dietary analysis (i.e. identifying which species the animal has 
predated on).  

3.4.2 Results and discussion 

3.4.2.1 Property-wide trends 

i Camera trapping 

Wild dogs, feral cats and foxes were recorded within the Koala Crossing property.  Across the property, relative 
abundance for wild dogs increased in 2023 then declined in 2024. The occupancy of wild dogs decreased in winter 2024 
from summer 2023, then increased in summer 2024. Both relative abundance and occupancy of foxes decreased from 
the peak in winter 2023. Relative abundance of foxes seems to decrease when the relative of abundance of wild dogs is 
higher. Wild dogs are apex predators and can suppress mesopredators (foxes and feral cats) (Hunter & Letnic, 2022). 
Feral cats were detected in winter 2024, after not being recorded on camera traps for six years. Feral cats were not 
detected in summer 2024. All predators have been fluctuating across seasons (Figure 3).   

A high abundance of red-necked wallabies (Macropus rufogriseus) and swamp wallabies (Wallabia bicolor) were observed 
throughout the property on cameras. Additionally, small-medium mammals were observed at Koala Crossing including 
long-nosed bandicoots (Perameles nasuta), northern brown bandicoots (Isoodon macrourus) and short-beaked echidnas 
(Tachyglossus aculeatus).  

ii Opportunistic scat collection 

Predator scats were not recorded in the offset area or Koala Crossing property during the reporting period. However, 
predator scats have been recorded historically across Koala Crossing (Map 5). To date, analysis of predator scat has not 
revealed evidence of koalas in the diet of any feral predators on Koala Crossing.  
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Figure 3 - Relative abundance index (top) and occupancy (bottom) of wild dogs (blue), foxes (red) and feral cats (yellow) 
within Koala Crossing. Confidence limit thresholds to show deviations from the baseline for each feral 
animal are illustrated by the dashed lines  
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3.4.2.2 Offset-specific trends 

Wild dogs were captured at camera A during summer 2024 and foxes were recorded at camera J (Table 6) (Error! 
Reference source not found.). During the winter 2024 session, foxes were captured at camera A while wild dogs were 
not recorded. Feral cats were not recorded during the reporting period.  

Table 6 – Number of camera traps within the offset area that feral predators were detected on for each trapping period 

Season Dogs Foxes Cats 

Winter 2020 1 1 0 

Summer 2020 1 1 0 

Winter 2021 2 1 0 

Summer 2021 1 0 0 

Winter 2022 1 0 0 

Summer 2022 0 1 0 

Winter 2023 0 1 0 

Summer 2023 1 1 0 

Winter 2024 0 1 0 

Summer 2024 1 1 0 

 

  

Photo 3 - Fox and wild dog at camera A during the reporting period 

3.4.3 Management actions 

A pest management contractor is currently engaged with a primary focus on reducing the number of wild dogs, foxes and 
feral cats. Biannual monitoring using camera traps will continue and will inform the pest management contractor of which 
areas to target. During the reporting period, three foxes were eliminated within Koala Crossing. 

It should be noted that controlling feral predators on sites without exclusion fencing can result in periodic increases in 
predator numbers from the surrounding area, despite control measures.  
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Map 5 – Feral predator scat records and camera traps 
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3.5 Koala injury or mortality due to vehicle strike 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Record any koala injury/mortality on roads within offset 

area of Flinders Road.  

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix E. 

• Report any koala injuries/deaths to Local Government 

authority and relevant State Government department. 

• Incidents to be recorded in annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report. 

  

There were no vehicle strike incidents with koalas within the offset area or the entire Koala Crossing property. 

 

3.6 Barriers to dispersal 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Undertake annual weed surveys. 

• Conduct photo monitoring on an annual basis. 

• Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth 

areas except where necessary for the removal of weeds, 

fencing or fire break trails. 

• Implement a property wide weed management plan.  

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix F. 

• Monitoring results to be recorded in annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report. 

 

Vegetation clearing (excluding weeds) was not undertaken in any part of the offset area. Weed management is discussed in 

Section 3.2.2.  

3.7 Fire  

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• Install firebreaks and fire trails. Inspect firebreaks and 

access tracks, undertake any maintenance required to 

achieve compliance with Offset Area Bushfire Management 

Plan. 

• Prescribed burning will be undertaken in consultation with, 

and under the guidance of the Queensland Rural Fire 

Brigade.  

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix G. 

• Report on prescribed burn results (area covered, any 

potential negative impact, intensity of burn, learnings). 

• Report any high intensity (wildfire) to the relevant 

authorities and report on any impact on the offset area. 

• Monitoring results and maintenance log will be detailed 

within the annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

 

The Koala Crossing Fire Management Plan (Heathwood, Braun, & Campbell, 2023) divides the property into Fire Management 
Zones, which includes Land Management Zones, Exclusion Zones and Asset Protection Zones. Within the Land Management Zones, 
the landscape is broken up into subzones (Fire Management Areas [FMA]) according to practicable containment lines.  The Fire 
Management Plan details burning intervals recommended for these FMAs (Heathwood, Braun, & Campbell, 2023). The offset area 
is located in FMA 1, 2, 6, 7 and 10 (Map 6).  

3.7.1 Results and discussion 

One low to moderate intensity burn occurred between 7 and 9 June 2024 at Koala Crossing (outside of the offset area) during this 
reporting period (Map 6). The 61-ha controlled ecological burn conducted by Fireland Consultancy in FMA 3, 12 and 13 was used 
to reduce fuel loads and control Lantana species (Photo 4). 
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Photo 4 – Ecological burn 

3.7.2 Management actions 

Continue to follow the OAMP and Koala Crossing Fire Management Plan (Heathwood, Braun, & Campbell, 2023). 
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Map 6 – Fire management areas 
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3.8  Introduction or spread of disease or pathogens 

Relevant actions Reporting requirement 

• To reduce the risk of introducing chlamydia and koala 

retrovirus into the resident population, uncontrolled 

translocation of koala is not permitted within the offset 

area.  

• Enforce biosecurity procedures for all persona and vehicles 

that may carry vegetation pathogens known to affect koala 

food and shelter trees. 

• Incidence of koalas exhibiting disease to be recorded during 

any monitoring events within the offset area. 

• Monitor neighbouring habitat to identify disease once per 

annum. 

• For full OAMP conditions, see Appendix H. 

• Confirmation of koala translocation activity within the 

offset area (if approved) is to be included within annual 

Offset Area Assessment Reports. 

• Incidence of koalas exhibiting symptoms of disease to 

be reported within annual Offset Area Assessment 

Report. 

 

The two main diseases of concern for koalas are chlamydia (Chlamydia pecorum) and koala retrovirus (Youngentob, Marsh, & 
Skewes, 2021). Koala food trees are susceptible to Phytophthora dieback (Phytophthora cinnamomic) and myrtle rust 
(Austropuccinia psidii). 

3.8.1 Results and discussion 

The initial baseline survey for koala health in July 2015 indicated no incidence of koala diseases within the population at Koala 
Crossing. In 2019, Chlamydia was confirmed in at least 16% of the Koala Crossing population and more than 50% of the surrounding 
population (Ecosure, 2024). No evidence of Phytophthora dieback or myrtle rust was evident within the offset area or throughout 
Koala Crossing. No translocations have occurred. 

3.8.2 Management actions 

Monitoring continues with incidental sightings and monitoring events carried out by QTFN ecologists. 0 outlines the protocols for 
dealing with sick, injured and deceased koalas. 
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5. APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX A KOALA OCCURRENCE ATTRIBUTE TABLE

Attribute Koala occurrence 

Outcome 
• A net gain in koala population density on the property. 

• Koala occurrence on the currently cleared areas. 

Actions • Conduct a baseline koala density survey within the offset area within 6 months of the offset 
area being legally secured using best practice methodologies, such as the Spot Assessment 
Technique and line transect surveys (Phillips and Callaghan, 2011). 

• Repeat the koala density/occurrence surveys undertaken within the offset area at years 5 
and 10 from the date at which the offset is legally secured. 

• Surveys to be undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist with extensive experience with 
koala surveys. 

• Legally secure the offset area. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• Baseline koala density/occurrence survey undertaken and documented. 

• Koala density/occurrence surveys (years 5 and 10) records an increase in koala 
density/activity within the offset area. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring 
• Record opportunistic koala sightings inclusive of scat findings (location and date). 

Reporting • Incorporate the koala density survey results within the relevant Annual Offset Area 
Assessment Report (only for years 0, 5 and 10). 

• Incorporate opportunistic koala sightings into the Annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to 

DoE via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au. 

Corrective 
action 

• If koala densities are not maintained or are significantly reduced, then an assessment needs 
to be undertaken by a koala expert in relation to the potential cause/s and remediation 
actions undertaken where feasible through the implementation of adaptive management. 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 
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APPENDIX B VEGETATION COMPOSITION ATTRIBUTE TABLE  

Attribute Vegetation composition 

Outcome 
• Vegetation composition reaches a ‘high’ score value in relation to currently existing native 

vegetation. 

• Establish self-sustaining vegetation resembling the pre-clearance Regional Ecosystem/s 

present on the site in the currently cleared areas (24.31 ha) (excluding potential future 

infrastructure footprints and gazetted roads). 

• Reduction of weed cover that impacts on koala movement across the site and could 

adversely affect the structural composition of the koala habitat (number of koala food and 

shelter species and their recruitment). 

• Retain and enhance where possible the structure and floristic diversity of canopy vegetation 
surrounding cleared areas. 

• Retain and enhance where possible the structure and floristic diversity of middle and 

understory vegetation surrounding cleared areas. 

• Ongoing preservation and recruitment of koala food and shelter trees. 

• Permanently remove existing threat of habitat degradation associated with clearing, 

development or other incompatible land uses. 

• Domestic livestock excluded from offset area (unless controlled grazing required for fire risk 
management). 

Actions • Develop property Bushfire Management Plan within 6 months of the offset area being 
legally secured. 

• Install fire breaks/trails in accordance with the Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan. 

• Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth areas except where necessary for the 

removal of weeds, to establish and maintain fencing around the offset area perimeter, 

establish and maintain fire breaks/trails as per Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan, to be 

developed, or to reduce or remove health and safety risk to persons and/or infrastructure. 

• Undertake baseline Tertiary Vegetation Condition Assessments, including photo point 
monitoring. 

• Implement a revegetation program in the cleared areas using best practice techniques with 

tree and shrub species representative of the pre-clearance Regional Ecosystem including 

koala food and shelter trees (see Appendix B for proposed species list). 

• Conduct baseline weed density survey within six months of the offset area being legally 
secured. 

• Implement a property wide weed management plan, with a particular focus on weeds 

declared under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management ) Act 2002, as well 

as weeds with potential to impact on koala movement and structural vegetation 

composition (mainly Lantana camara). 

• Legally secure the offset area. 

• Domestic livestock will only be introduced in the event that a fire risk professional (e.g. 
representative of Queensland Rural Fire Service) and a suitably qualified environmental 
scientist deem that conditions are not suitable for an ecological burn and that grazing is 
appropriate to manage a high level of fire risk. Level of risk (and any need to repeat this 
grazing cycle) is to be re-assessed by the aforementioned professionals following the grazing 
event. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• A self-sustaining ecosystem is established in the currently cleared areas resembling pre-
clearance Regional Ecosystems with koala food and shelter species present. During the 
establishment phase a minimum plant survival rate of 90% is required. 

• Average canopy tree height in revegetated areas exceeds one metre at end of year one, two 
metres at end of year two and four metres at end of year four. 

• Average cover of all planted species (foliar projective cover of canopy and subcanopy) in 
revegetated area exceeds 50% of site at end of year three and 75% at end of year five. 

• Livestock are excluded from offset area. 

• Declared weed cover is reduced across the property, and weeds are not impacting on the 
movement of koalas across the site and not negatively impacting on recruitment of koala 
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Attribute Vegetation composition 

food and shelter trees. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring • Undertake Tertiary Vegetation Condition Assessments at years 5 and 10. 

• Undertake an annual weed survey (during spring or summer to optimise weed detection). 

• Undertake revegetation area tree growth (height and cover) monitoring at 12 months, 24 

months and 48 months post planting. 

• Conduct photo monitoring on an annual basis. 

• If livestock are kept on the balance of the property, the offset area fencing to be monitored 
on a monthly basis. 

Reporting 
• Monitoring results to be recorded in annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to 

DoE via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• If tree height and foliar projective cover monitoring indicate tree growth less than 
performance indicators, implement additional weed control, fertiliser, amelioration or other 
management actions necessary to stimulate tree growth. 

• If the annual weed survey indicates weed cover is not reduced since previous survey, weed 
control program to be expanded/adapted to improve outcomes. 

• If livestock-proof fencing is breached: 

• Within 7 days: Livestock will be removed from the offset area and temporary fencing 
measures put in place to ensure livestock are excluded and permanent fence repairs can be 
completed; and 

• Within 28 days: Repairs to fencing undertaken to achieve a koala-friendly livestock-proof 
standard. 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility 
• Landowner (QTFN) 
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BIOCONDITION SCORES 

 

Site-based attributes 

Native tree score Native species richness score Cover score 

Plot Large trees 
Tree canopy 

height 
Canopy recruitment Woody debris Tree canopy Shrub Grass Forb Canopy Shrub Grass Litter Weed 

Year 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 20 24 

BC01 10 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 2.5 5 5 5 5 3.5 3.5 3 5 1 1 3 3 3 3 

BC02 15 10 4 5 5 5 3 2 2.5 5 5 2.5 2.5 0 2.5 2.5 3.5 5 5 0 1 1 5 5 0 0 

BC03 10 10 4 5 5 5 3 5 5 5 2.5 2.5 5 5 5 5 5 4 5 3 0 1 5 5 5 5 

BC04 15 15 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 5 0 5 2.5 2.5 5 2.5 5 5 5 3 1 5 3 5 5 5 

BC05 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 2.5 2.5 5 5 3 5 1 5 5 5 0 5 

BC06 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 5 2.5 5 2.5 0 2.5 5 5 5 5 2.5 5 5 1 5 5 3 0 5 

BC07 5 5 5 3  5 5 3 0 5 5 2.5 5 5 2.5 2.5 2.5 5 2 0 3 5 1 5 5 3 0 

BC08 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 0 5 5 2.5 0 5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 4 3 5 3 1 5 3 5 5 

BC09 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 5 2.5 5 2.5 0 2.5 5 5 5 3.5 5 5 5 1 5 5 5 0 5 

BC10 0 0 0 3 5 5 5 5 5 5 0 0 2.5 2.5 0 5 3 2.5 5 0 0 1 5 5 2.5 5 

BC11   0   3   5   2   5   2.5   2.5   2.5   3.5   0   3   3   0 

BC12   0   5   5   2   5   2.5   5   5   5   3   5   3   5 

BC13   15   5   5   2   5   5   2.5   5   5   5   1   5   3 

BC14   5   5   5   5   5   5   5   5   4   0   1   5   5 

BC15   5   5   5   5   5   2.5   2.5   0   3.5   5   5   3   0 

BC16   10   5   5   2   5   2.5   5   5   1.5   3   1   5   3 

BC17   0   3   5   0   5   2.5   2.5   0   3.5   3   0   3   0 

BC18   0   3   5   2   5   2.5   2.5   2.5   2   0   1   3   0 

BC19   0   3   5   5   5   2.5   5   2.5   3.5   5   0   5   0 

 

BioCondition score changes from 2020 to 2024 are highlighted in the table above: increases are marked in green, decreases in orange, and stable scores in yellow. BC02, BC04, BC15 and BC16 are within the offset area. BC11 to BC19 do not have BioCondition scores 
from 2020 as these plots were newly added in 2024.   
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APPENDIX C HABITAT CONNECTIVITY ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

 

Attribute Habitat connectivity 

Outcome • Maintain contiguous landscapes to allow koalas to establish new territories, facilitate gene 
flow and respond to environmental changes. 

• Achieve good connectivity with the neighbouring offset property also owned by QTFN. 

• Contribute to koala movement and dispersal through the Flinders Karawatha corridor. 

Actions • Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth areas except where necessary for the 
removal of weeds, to establish and maintain fencing around the offset area perimeter, 
establish and maintain fire breaks/trails as per Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan, or to 
reduce or remove health and safety risk to person and/or infrastructure. 

• Implement a revegetation program in the cleared areas using best practice techniques using 
tree and shrub species representative of the pre-clearance Regional Ecosystem including 
koala food and shelter trees (see Appendix B for proposed species list). 

• Legally secure the offset area. 

• No livestock will be allowed on the offset area. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring • Monitor for any (illegal) clearing in the area (highly unlikely) or any natural events that might 
impact on habitat connectivity. 

Reporting • Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to DoE 
via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• Report any suspected illegal clearing to the Queensland Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection (now Queensland Government Department of Environment Science and 
Innovation). 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 
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APPENDIX D THREAT FROM FERAL ANIMAL ATTACK ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

Attribute Attack by (feral) animals 

Outcome • Reduced risk of koala mortality or injury by feral animal attack within the offset area through 
reduction in the abundance of feral animals. 

Actions • Conduct a baseline survey to establish feral animal abundance and location on the property. 
This can be undertaken through the use of remote motion-activated cameras and/or 
identification of scats. 

• Implement a property-wide feral animal control program. The control program and 
techniques (trapping, baiting, shooting) will be informed based on the results of the 
abundance surveys. Where practical, and to increase the effectiveness of a control 
program, the landholder will seek to coordinate control programs with comparable 
activities being undertaken by neighbouring landholders. 

• Conduct follow-up monitoring and implement further control efforts if feral animals 
recur on the property. Implement adaptive management techniques if initial control 
techniques are not working effectively. 

• Install appropriate hazard signage informing that the offset area is under feral control. 

• Council is to be engaged to work towards the objectives of the offset property, 
specifically in regard to prohibiting dog and cat ownership on the property. 

• Set-up a community engagement program including but not limited to interpretive signs, 
fact sheets and community presentations with the aim to raise community awareness and 
encourage responsible pet ownership. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• Successful reduction of feral animal abundance. 

• No dog threat present. 

• A significant reduction in feral cat and fox populations (if shown to be originally present). 

• No records of injury and/or death to koala relating to feral animal attacks recorded from within 
the offset area. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999 

Monitoring • Monitoring of the presence of feral pest animals through the use of remote motion-activated 
cameras. 

• Survey the site every six months to record the presence/absence of signs of feral animals 
(sightings, killings and/or scats and tracks). 

• Establishment and maintenance of register documenting injured/killed koalas and any 
observed koala/feral animal interactions. 

Reporting • Annual report to include all feral animal survey data. 

• Annual report to include all records of koala injury or death related to feral animal attacks. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to DoE 
via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• Should the initial and ongoing wild dog control measures not result in a reduction of 
wild dog numbers (compared to baseline survey), feral control program to be 
expanded/adapted to improve outcomes. 

• Any incidence of koala injury/mortality resulting from feral animal attack will initiate 
supplementary monitoring and control measures. 

• In the event that a koala is found injured, transport immediately to a local vet, or suitably 
qualified and experienced wildlife carer. 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 

  



2025 – EPBC 2015/7628 Offset Area Management Annual Report 

 

APPENDIX E KOALA INJURY OR MORTALITY DUE TO VEHICLE STRIKE ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

Attribute Koala injury or mortality due to vehicle strike 

Outcome • Reduced risk of koala mortality or injury due to vehicle strike within the offset area and 
the roads leading up to the offset area. 

Actions • Installation of koala awareness signage on Mount Flinders Road to inform traffic in both 
directions of presence of koalas in the area* within 6 months of offset area being legally 
secured. 

• Implementation of a slow speed requirement (40km/h) for vehicles traversing the offset 
area. 

• Installation of slow speed signage at the main entry points to the offset area. 

• *Note: Action is subject to approval from Scenic Rim Regional Council. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• No koala mortalities from vehicle strike within the offset area. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of 
the Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring 
• Record any observed koala injury/mortality on roads/tracks within the offset area or 

Flinders Road. 

Reporting • Report any koala injuries/deaths to Local Government authority (e.g. Scenic Rim 
Regional Council) and relevant State Government department (e.g. currently the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection) 

• Incidents to be recorded in the annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to 
DoE via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective action • In the event that a koala is found injured, transport immediately to a local vet, or 
suitably qualified and experienced wildlife carer. 

Anticipated term • Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 
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APPENDIX F BARRIERS TO DISPERSAL ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

Attribute Barriers to Dispersal 

Outcome • Maintain and improve contiguous landscapes to allow koalas to establish new territories, 
facilitate gene flow and respond to environmental changes. 

• Contribute to koala movement and dispersal through the Flinders Karawatha through the 
establishment of a protected habitat corridor. 

• Establish self-sustaining vegetation resembling the pre-clearance Regional Ecosystem/s 
present on the site in the currently cleared areas (excluding potential future infrastructure 
footprints and gazetted roads). 

• Reduction of weed cover that impacts on koala movement across the site and could 
adversely affect the structural composition of the koala habitat. 

• Retain and enhance where possible the structure and floristic diversity of canopy vegetation 
in vegetation surrounding offset area. 

• Retain and enhance the structure and floristic diversity of middle and understory vegetation 
in vegetation surrounding offset area. 

• Ongoing preservation and recruitment of koala food and shelter trees. 

Actions 
• Retain all vegetation in remnant and mature regrowth areas except where necessary for the 

removal of weeds, to establish and maintain fencing around the offset area perimeter and/or 
property boundary, establish and maintain fire breaks/trails as per Offset Area Bushfire 
Management Plan, or to reduce or remove health and safety risk to person and/or 
infrastructure.  

• Implement a revegetation program in the cleared areas using best practice land 
management techniques using tree and shrub species representative of the pre-clearance 
Regional Ecosystem including koala food and shelter trees (see Appendix B for proposed 
species list). 

• Conduct baseline weed density survey within six months of the offset area being legally 
secured. 

• Implement a property wide weed management plan, with a particular focus on weeds 
declared under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management ) Act 2002, as well as 
weeds with potential to impact on koala movement and structural vegetation composition 
(mainly Lantana camara). 

• Legally secure the offset area. 

• Domestic livestock will only be introduced in the event that a fire risk professional (e.g. 
representative of Queensland Rural Fire Service) and a suitably qualified environmental 
scientist deem that conditions are not suitable for an ecological burn and that grazing is 
appropriate to manage a high level of fire risk. Level of risk (and any need to repeat this 
grazing cycle) is to be re-assessed by the aforementioned professionals following the grazing 
event. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• A self-sustaining ecosystem is established on the currently cleared areas resembling pre-
clearance Regional Ecosystems with koala food and shelter species present. During the 
establishment phase a minimum plant survival rate of 85% is required. 

• Average canopy tree height in cleared areas exceeds one metre at end of year one, two 
metres at end of year two and four metres at end of year four. 

• Average canopy tree cover (foliar projective cover) in cleared areas exceeds 50% of site at 
end of year three and 75% at end of year five. 

• Declared weed cover is reduced across the property, and weeds are not impacting on the 
movement of koalas across the site and not negatively impacting on recruitment of koala 
food and shelter trees. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring • Undertake Tertiary Vegetation Condition Assessments at year 5 and 10. 

• Undertake annual weed survey (during spring or summer to optimise weed detection). 

• Undertake revegetation planting survival counts at three months and 12 months post 
planting.  

• Undertake revegetation area tree growth (height and cover) monitoring at 12 months, 24 
months and 48 months post planting. 
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Attribute Barriers to Dispersal 

• Conduct photo monitoring on an annual basis. 

• If livestock are kept on the balance of the property, offset area fencing to be monitored on a 
monthly basis. 

Reporting • Monitoring results to be recorded in annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to DoE 

via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• If survival counts indicate less than 85% survival, replanting and/or in-fill planting to be 
carried out. 

• If tree height and foliar projective cover monitoring indicate tree growth less than 

performance indicators, implement additional weed control, fertiliser, amelioration or other 

management actions necessary to stimulate tree growth. 

• If annual weed survey indicates weed cover is not reduced since previous survey, weed 

control program to be expanded/adapted to improve outcomes. 

• If livestock are kept on the balance of the property and livestock-proof fencing is breached: 

• Within 7 days: Livestock will be removed from offset area and temporary fencing measures 

put in place to ensure livestock are excluded until permanent fence repairs can be completed 

• Within 28 days: Repairs to fencing undertaken to achieve koala-friendly livestock-proof 
standard 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 
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APPENDIX G FIRE ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

Attribute High intensity fire 

Outcome 
• Minimise the risk of high-intensity fire within the offset area. 

• Minimise the risk of koala mortality within the offset area due to prescribed burning. 

Actions 
• Develop an Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan within six (6) months of the offset being 

legally secured, for the purpose of protecting the offset area from high intensity wildfires as 

well as for conducting ecological burns with the aim to enhance biodiversity in line with the 

Regional Ecosystem Description Database fire management guideline. The Bushfire 

Management Plan will be prepared by a suitably qualified professional and will detail: 

current vegetation condition and fire risk, locations of current and required firebreaks and 

fire control lines, current fuel loads, recommended actions and timeframes for maintenance 

of bushfire risk within the context of the adapted Regional Ecosystem Description Database 

guidelines and biodiversity outcomes sought for the offset area. 

• Install firebreaks and fire trails (access tracks). 

• Prescribed burning will be undertaken in consultation with, and under the guidance of the 

QLD Rural Fire Brigade and in compliance with Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990. 

• Inspect firebreaks and access tracks, undertake any maintenance required to achieve 

compliance with Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan. 

• Domestic livestock will be only be introduced in the event that a fire risk professional (e.g. 

representative of Queensland Rural Fire Service) and a suitably qualified environmental 

scientist deem that conditions are not suitable for an ecological burn and that grazing is 

appropriate to manage a high level of fire risk. Level of risk (and any need to repeat this 

grazing cycle) is to be re-assessed by professionals following the grazing event. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• Fuel levels and burning regime maintained in accordance with Offset Area Bushfire 

Management Plan. 

• Vegetation composition is not negatively affected by fire regime. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 

Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring 
• To be informed by the Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan 

Reporting 
• Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan will be prepared within 6 months of the offset area 

being legally secured. 

• Report on prescribed burn results (area covered, any potential negative impact, intensity of 

burn, learnings) 

• Report any high intensity (wildfire) to the relevant authorities and report on any impact on 

the offset area. 

• Monitoring results and maintenance log will be detailed within the annual Offset Area 

Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to 

DoE via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• If a wildfire occurs in the area, the following actions will be taken by the landowner: 

• Activate Offset Area Bushfire Management Plan Emergency Response 

• Stay informed through the Rural Fire Service. 

• Be prepared to engage in fire control. 

• Repair any fire breaks and access tracks 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility 
• Landowner (QTFN) 
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APPENDIX H INTRODUCTION OR SPREAD OF DISEASE OR PATHOGENS ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

Attribute Introduction or spread or disease or pathogens 

Outcome • Reduce risk of the spread of koala and vegetation diseases and/or pathogens within the 

offset area and adjacent areas of koala habitat. 

• Third party contractors do not enter site-carrying pathogens. 

 
 
 
Actions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Actions 

• Baseline offset area condition survey is to include assessment for signs of Phytophthora 

cinnamomi and Myrtle Rust and is to be undertaken within 6 months of legal securing of 

offset area. 

• To reduce the risk of introducing Chlamydia and Koala retrovirus into the resident population; 

uncontrolled translocation of koala is not permitted within the offset area. In the event that 

regulator-approved translocation of koala is proposed onto the site, the animal(s) is to be 

assessed by a veterinarian prior to introduction. 

• Vegetation management activities, which include tree lopping/felling, weed removal, tree 

planting (including nursery suppliers) are deemed to be high risk in the context of introducing 

pathogens that may potentially impact koala habitat. As such, any person engaged to 

undertake these activities must satisfy the landholder that they have undertaken all 

reasonable steps to prevent the introduction of a pathogen/disease to the site (e.g. vehicle 

and equipment wash-down prior to site entry). 

• Enforce biosecurity procedures for all persons and vehicles that may carry vegetation 

pathogens known to affect koala food and shelter trees. 

• Monitor the neighbouring habitat in order to identify disease occurrence. 

• Implement measures such as myrtle rust control in revegetation stock. Certification of 

nursery, inspection of planting stock, quarantine/destruction of contaminated material, 

sterilisation of planting equipment and vehicles/wheel washes. 

Performance 
Indicators 

• Incidence of koala feed trees exhibiting disease does not increase within the offset areas, 

based on comparison to baseline vegetation health assessment. 

• Regulator approved translocations of koala are assessed by a veterinarian as being free from 
disease. 

• Offset area is legally secured as an area of High Conservation Value under section 19F of the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999. 

Monitoring • Incidence of koalas exhibiting disease to be recorded during any monitoring events within the 

offset area. 

• Monitor the neighboring habitat to identify disease occurrence at least once per annum. 

Reporting • Baseline data concerning observations around koala and koala habitat diseases and 

pathogens is to be documented within initial annual Offset Area Assessment Report. 

• Confirmation of koala translocation activity within the offset area (if approved) is to be 

included within annual Offset Area Assessment Reports. 

• Incidence of koalas exhibiting symptoms of disease to be reported within annual Offset Area 
Assessment Report. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports to DoE on an annual basis. 

• Submit all annual Offset Area Assessment Reports and any records of non-compliance to DoE 

via email to PostApproval@environment.gov.au 

Corrective 
action 

• Should there be an increase in trees exhibiting disease symptoms and/or evidence of 

vegetation dieback (as noted during annual offset area assessments) the following corrective 

actions will take place 

• Review of the efficacy of current biosecurity measures;  

• Review of plant stock/management services suppliers (if applicable) should it be suspected 
plant pathogens have been introduced via external sources. 

Anticipated 
term 

• Duration of the active management period (10 years). 

Responsibility • Landowner (QTFN) 
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PROTOCOLS FOR SICK, INJURED OR DECEASED KOALAS 

 

KOALA MANAGEMENT AND RESCUE PROTOCOL QTFN-KC-010115 

If injured or orphaned koalas are found, note its condition and location and contact the following emergency phone 
number: 

• Ipswich Koala Protection Society (IKPS) operate two 24/7 ambulances  

• RUTH LEWIS - 0419 760 127/ 5464 6274.  

IKPS is licenced with EHP to care for injured and orphaned wildlife, specialising in koala rescue and rehabilitation. They 
have appropriate facilities and members who are appropriately skilled and have access to reliable sources of a variety of 
recognised koala food tree species and an ability to collect it.   

Other wildlife emergency numbers: 

• RSPCA Qld on 1300 ANIMAL, 1300 264 625. RSPCA will usually refer calls to IKPS.   

• Australia Zoo Wildlife Hospital 1300 369 652. Based on the Sunshine Coast. 

 

SYMPTOMS OF SICK OR INJURED KOALAS 

• Puffy or inflamed eyes, which may have a crust or a weepy discharge; 

• Dribbling saliva from the mouth; 

• Fur that appears constantly wet or matted; 

• A dirty tail with brown staining; 

• Weakness or unusual behaviour; 

• Remaining in the same tree for more than a few days; 

• Sitting on the ground or very low down in a tree and not moving when approached. (This may indicate that the 

animal is too weak to climb); 

• Not using all four limbs normally while walking or climbing; 

• Very skinny and emaciated appearance; 

• Signs of trauma such as cuts or blood on fur. 

Signs of a dog attack could be wet, matted fur from the dog’s saliva, and bleeding. Because koalas have very little fat 
under their skin, their internal organs can be easily punctured by the sharp teeth of a dog even though there may be very 
little damage to the skin surface, so it is very important that the animal is assessed by a vet or carer if a koala is found 
that is suspected to have been the victim of a dog attack.   

 

PROTOCOL FOR ROAD INJURIES OR DOG ATTACKS 

Follow the instructions below for road injuries in handling sick or orphaned koalas or koalas which have been attacked 
by dogs or injured in some other way. However, unless the koala is in immediate danger, it is better to leave it to the 
experts to catch it if they think it necessary. 

For road injuries: 

• Pull off the road safely. If possible, phone the IKPS for instructions. 

• Make sure it is safe before you go onto the road to attend to the animal. Stop any traffic if necessary. 

• Approach the animal carefully from behind. 

• Place a sack, blanket, towel or box over the koala, enclosing its arms and head. Remember, the koala is 

frightened and has very sharp claws, so be careful. Injured or orphaned animals need immediate dark, warmth 
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and quiet. They may never have been touched by humans and any stress can cause further injury and death 

from shock. Also, you may be injured. 

• Move the animal to a safe place away from any traffic. 

• Handle the koala as little as possible and keep the environment quiet. Keep it contained until help arrives or you 

get it to a Vet or Carer. 

• Keep people and dogs away from the animal. Do not allow people to peek at or touch it. 

• Do not try to feed the koala or give it anything to drink. 

 

PROTOCOL FOR DECEASED KOALAS 

The information on the death of a koala is valuable to record, and samples from these koalas can contribute to research. 
IKPS will collect dead koalas as well as sick/injured/orphaned.  Accurate records can and have made significant impacts 
and changes to the future conservation and protection of koala habitat.  IKPS collects and records data, statistics and 
produces mapping of koala habitat and populations. 

Look for ear tags which may have been placed by wildlife authorities or researchers so they can be notified of the death. 
Collect all relevant information, where possible, such as location, cause of death, date, sex and age of koala (age can only 
be determined by looking at teeth – this is done post-mortem). 

Samples can be made available for research, where possible. All koalas should be autopsied where cause of death is not 
positively known. An option that can possibly be utilised is the calling the Moggill Koala Rehabilitation Centre on 
0436949954. The Moggill Koala Rehabilitation Centre is involved in ongoing koala research alongside University of 
Queensland researchers and scientists.  Australian Zoo Wildlife Hospital on the Sunshine Coast (1300 369 652) also 
conducts autopsies. 

Always check in the pouch of a dead female Koala for the presence of a joey which may have survived. Call one of the 
wildlife emergency phone numbers and ask for instructions on what to do. If not able to contact someone, follow the 
procedure below: 

• If the joey is still attached to the teat, do not remove it as you may cause injury to the tiny baby. Get the dead 

mother and joey to a vet, or carer as soon as possible. 

• If the joey is not attached, gently remove it from the pouch and wrap it in a towel or article of clothing and place 

it somewhere warm, such as under your jumper. (Very young joeys rely on their mother’s body heat for warmth.) 

Alternatively use a warm hot water bottle or a plastic bottle filled with warm water. Use warm, not hot, water 

and cover the bottle with a jumper or other fabric so that you do not overheat or burn the joey. A backpack lined 

with soft towels or fabric is a good way to transport the infant. 

• Handle the infant as little as possible and do not let other people peek at it or handle it. Remember, these tiny 

infants can die very easily from stress and noise. 

• Do not give the joey anything to drink. Young Koalas need a specialised diet and feeding the wrong formula could 

cause the infant to die. 

• Get the joey to a vet or carer as soon as possible (Contact IKPS as soon as possible.) 

 

RECORD KEEPING 

All koalas observed on the property will be recorded. Information to be collected includes date, time, GPS location, type 
of tree, condition of koala, sex if known and behaviour. 

Copies of records will be provided to the Moggill Koala Rehabilitation Centre, State Government database, WildNet, and 
to the IKPS on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 


